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H i 8 a . FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
F e b r u a r y 9S 1956 

D e p a r t m e n t s t o r e s a l e s i n c r e a s e d i n J a n u a r y a f t e r a l l o w a n c e f o r t h e u s u a l 
s e a s o n a l c h a n g e . The a d j u s t e d i n d e x i s e s t i m a t e d a t 125 p e r c e n t of t h e 19U7-U9 
a v e r a g e , compared w i t h 122 f o r December . T o t a l d o l l a r s a l e s f o r t h e month w e r e 5 
p e r c e n t g r e a t e r t h a n i n J a n u a r y 1955-

1956 1955 
I n d e x of d e p a r t m e n t s t o r e s a l e s 1 / J a n . D e c . Nov. J a n . 
. 19a7 -19=100 

A d j u s t e d f o r s e a s o n a l v a r i a t i o n e l 2 5 122 122 119 
w i t h o u t s e a s o n a l a d j u s t m e n t e 95 212 l i i8 9 1 

WEEKLY DEPARTMENT STORE SALES 

P e r c e n t a g e change f r o m c o r r e s p o n d i n g p e r i o d a y e a r a g o 
F e d e r a l R e s e r v e (Based on r e t a i l d o l l a r amoun t s ) 

D i s t r i c t F o u r weeks J a n . 1 D i s t r i c t One week e n d i n g e n d i n g ,/ 
F e b . U j •J a n . 26 1 J a n . 21, | J e n . I 4 F e b . k F e b . k - ' 

B o s t o n j + 6 + 9 - 1 - 8 i + 1 - h 
New York + 8 r+ 8 + 8 + 5 | + 7 + 3 
P h i l a d e l p h i a +15 r+15 + u + 3 1 + 9 + k 
C l e v e l a n d ' ! +12 +20 - 3 .".-.*10. 1 + 9 + 5 

Richmond - 2 + 8 - 2 0 + 1 - l 
A t l a n t a j - 2 0 + 7 + 8 + k + 2 
Chicago + 3 +15 + 3 + 3 + 6 + 2 
S t . L o u i s - 1 r+ U - 3 +10 1 + 3 0 

M i n n e a p o l i s + 6 r+ 9 0 +10 ) + 6 + 3 
Kansas C i t y - 3 r - k + k + k j 0 - 2 
D a l l a s - 3 + 3 - 3 + 9 + 2 - 1 
S a n F r a n c i s c o + 6 - 5 + 3 + 2 + 1 - 2 

U. S . T o t a l | + 5 + 0 + 3 + 5 I 
l 

+ 5 + 1 

U. S . w e e k l y i n d e x , w i t h o u t s e a s o n a l a d j u s t m e n t , 19U7-U9=100 3 / " 
1956 1955 1 9 5 k 

J a n . 7 9k Jan . 8 1 % Jan. 9 9k 
J a n . 1^ lOij. Jan. 15 99 Jan. 16 85 
J a n . - 2 1 98 Jan . 22 95 Jan . 23 86 
J a n . 28 9k J a n . 29 87 J a n . 3 0 85 
F e b . U 90 F e b . 5 86 F e b . 6 86 

e — E s t i m a t e d . r — R e v i s e d . 
1 / M o n t h l y i n d e x e s r e f e r t o d a i l y a v e r a g e s a l e s i n c a l e n d a r m o n t h . J a n u a r y 1956 
f i g u r e s e s t i m a t e d f rom w e e k l y s a l e s . 
2/ Compar i son p e r i o d b e g i n s v / i th t h e J a n u a r y 2 - 7 iveek i n 1956 and w i t h t h e J a n u a r y 
3 - 8 week i n 1 9 5 5 . 
3 / Fo r d e s c r i p t i o n and w e e k l y i n d e x e s f o r t h e p e r i o d J a n u a r y 1937 t o March 1952 s e e 
F e d e r a l R e s e r v e B u l l e t i n f o r A p r i l 1 9 5 2 , p p . 3 5 9 - 3 6 2 . I n d e x e s f o r t h e p e r i o d A p r i l 
1952 t o d a t e may be o b t a i n e d upon r e q u e s t f r o m t h e D i v i s i o n of R e s e a r c h and 
S t a t i s t i c s . 

Weekly i n d e x e s a t t h e d i s t r i c t and c i t y l e v e l s a r e p u b l i s h e d by s e v e r a l of t h e 
F e d e r a l R e s e r v e B a n k s . 
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