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Amount 
(In m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s ) 

Per cent change 
December from 

1951 1956 Month 
ago 

I ear 
ago Dec* | Nov. Dec. | Nov. 

Month 
ago 

I ear 
ago 

# Sales 1 / P 837 551 r 822 577 +51 + 2 

Stocks 1 / p i , 2 2 1 1,562 r l , 2 1 1 1,528 -22 + 1 

Outstanding orders P 305 h21 r 339 476 -29 -10 

# Receipts 2 / P h96 598 r 505 627 -17 - 2 

^Lew orders 2 / P 374 496 r 368 516 -25 + 2 

ma 

°HiCAQ0 

B a n * o f ^ « V £ 

Merchandising Rat ios 3 / 

• 1957 1956 1952-56 Average 
Dec. Nov. Dec, Nov. Dec. Nov. 

Stocks to Sales p l . 5 2 .8 1 .5 2.6 1.1* 2.7 

• Outstanding Orders 
t o Sales po.U 0 .8 O.U 0 .8 O.U 0.9 

Stocks p lus Outstand-
ing Orders to Sales p i . 8 3 .6 1 .9 3 .5 1 .8 3 .5 

# 
Receipts t o Sa les 2/ p0.6 1 . 1 | 0 .6 l . l 0 .6 1 . 1 

1/ Figures a re based on the sample descr ibed i n the note below and a re presented 
here s o l e l y t o permit comparisons with changes i n orders and r e c e i p t s . For monthly 
movements of t o t a l department s t o r e s a l e s and s tocks , r e f e r t o the regu la r monthly 
sa les r epo r t G.7.2 and s tocks r e p o r t G.7.U.2 or t h e Federal Reserve B u l l e t i n . 
2/ Receipts of goods a re der ived from the r epor t ed f i g u r e s on s a l e s and s t o c k s . 
Kew orders are derived from r e c e i p t s and repor ted f i g u r e s on ou t s tand ing o rde r s . 
3 / The f i r s t t h r ee r a t i o s are of s tocks and/or orders a t t h e end of the month to 
sa les during the month. The f i n a l r a t i o i s based on t o t a l s of s a l e s and r e c e i p t s 
f o r the month. 
Notes—These f i g u r e s a re not es t imates f o r a l l department s t o r e s i n the United 
S t a t e s . They are the a c t u a l d o l l a r amounts repor ted by a group of department 
stores l oca t ed i n var ious c i t i e s throughout the country . In 1957 * s a l e s by these 
Ftotes accounted f o r about 45 per cent of the es t imated t o t a l department s t o r e s a l e s . 
Figures f o r the most r ecen t th i r teen-month pe r iod are shown r e g u l a r l y i n the 
B u l l e t i n . For d e s c r i p t i o n and back da ta , January 1939 t o August 1952, see Federal 
Reserve B u l l e t i n f o r October 1952, pp. 1098-1102. Back data may be obtained from 
the Board's Div is ion of Research and S t a t i s t i c s . 
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