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% 

Amount 
( In m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s ) 

Per cent change 
September from 

1955 1954 Month 
ago 

Year 
ago S e p t , Aug. S e p t . Aug. 

Month 
ago 

Year 
ago 

# Sa les 1 / P U27 382 r U02 351 +12 + 6 

Stocks 1 / p i , 218 1,157 r l , 1 9 0 1,096 + 8 + 5 

Outs tanding o rde r s P 578 550 r 1*88 4 6 6 + 5 +18 

# Rece ip t s 2 / P 518 W# r 196 402 +15 + 4 

New orders 2/ P 546 445 r 518 396 +23 + 5 

Merchandising R a t i o s 3 / 

1955 195U 1 9 5 0 - 5 4 Average 
Sept» Aug. S e p t . Aug. S e p t . j Aug. 

Stocks to Sa l e s p2 .9 3 . 0 3 . 0 3 . 1 3 . 0 3 . 1 

Outstanding Orders t o 
1 . 4 1 . 4 1 . 6 Sa l e s p l . i l 1 . 4 1 .2 1.3 1 . 4 1 . 6 

Stocks p l u s Outs tanding 
4 . 2 U . 5 4 . 4 4 . 7 Orders t o Sa l e s pU-3 ii.5 4 . 2 U . 5 4 . 4 4 . 7 

Rece ip t s t o Sa l e s 2 / p i . 2 1 .2 1 .2 1 . 1 1 .2 1.2 

p—Pre l imina ry . r—Revised . 
1 / F igures a re based on t h e sample desc r ibed i n the no te below and a re p r e -
sented here s o l e l y to permit comparisons wi th changes i n o rde r s and r e c e i p t s . 
For monthly movements of t o t a l department s t o r e s a l e s and s t o c k s , r e f e r t o 
the r e g u l a r monthly s a l e s r e p o r t Ci.?.2 and s tocks r e p o r t 0 . 7 . 4 * 2 , or t h e 
Fede ra l Reserve B u l l e t i n . 
2/ Rece ip t s of goods are de r ived from the r e p o r t e d f i g u r e s on s a l e s and s t o c k s . 
New o rde r s a re de r ived from r e c e i p t s a id r e p o r t e d f i g u r e s on ou t s tand ing orders< 
3 / The f i r s t t h r e e r a t i o s a re of s tocks and/or o rde r s a t t h e end of t h e month 
t o s a l e s dur ing t h e month. The f i n a l r a t i o i s based on t o t a l s of s a l e s and 
r e c e i p t s f o r t h e month. 
. Note:—These f i g u r e s a re not e s t ima te s f o r a l l department s t o r e s i n the 

United S t a t e s . They are the a c t u a l d o l l a r amounts r e p o r t e d by a group of 
department s t o r e s l o c a t e d i n va r ious c i t i e s throughout t h e coun t ry . In 1954, 
s a l e s by t he se s t o r e s accounted f o r about 50 per cen t of e s t ima ted t o t a l de-
partment s t o r e s a l e s . F igures f o r the most r e c e n t t h i r t e en -mon th pe r iod are 
shown r e g u l a r l y i n t h e B u l l e t i n . For d e s c r i p t i o n and back d a t a , January 1939 
to August 1952, see Federa l Reserve B u l l e t i n f o r October 1952, pp . 1098-1102. 
Back da ta may be ob ta ined from the Board 's D iv i s ion of Research and S t a t i s t i c s . Digitized for FRASER 
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