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S s $ 

amounts • - Amount 
(In mi l l ions of dollarsyuSio 

Per cent change 
February from 

• -

'1955 1954 Month 
ago 

Year 
ago 

• -

Feb. Jan . Feb. j J an . 
Month 

ago 
Year 

ago 

# Sales 1 / p 304 336 r 298 310 -10 +2 

Stocks 1 / pi ,096 1,042 r l , 0 7 1 1,009 + 5 +2 

Outstanding orders P 413 385 r. 404 369 + 7 +2 

0 Receipts 2/ P 358 322 r 3 60 272 +11 - 1 

wWJew orders 2/ p 386 406 r 395 357 - 5 -2 

Merchandising Ratios 3 / 

Stocks to Sales 

Outstanding Orders t o 
Sales 

Stocks plus Outstanding 
Orders t o Sales 

Receipts t o Sales 2/ 

!iV55 1 ' 1954 1950-5*4 av . 
F&O* • JjSZU •Feb # -Jan. Feb & j J an. 

P 3*6 3 . 1 3 . 6 3 .3 3 ,6 3 . 1 

P 1 .4 1 . 1 r l . 4 1 .2 1 .6 1 .4 

P 5 .0 4,2 4.9 4 . 4 5.2 4.5 

P 1.2 1 .0 1.2 0.9 1.3 1 .0 

p—Prel iminary. r—Revised. 
1 / Figures a re based on the sample described in the note below and are presented 
Here so l e ly t o permit comparisons with changes in orders and r e c e i p t s . For monthly 
movements of t o t a l department s tore sa les and s tocks , r e f e r t o the regular monthly 
sa les r epor t 0*7.2 and stocks repor t G.7 .4 .2 , or the Federal Reserve Bu l l e t i n . 
2 / Receipts of goods are derived from the repor ted f i g u r e s on s a l e s and s tocks , 
lev/ orders are der ived from r e c e i p t s and reported f i g u r e s on outstanding o rde r s , 
3 / The f i r s t th ree r a t i o s a re of stocks and/or orders a t the end of the month to 
s a l e s during the month* The f i n a l r a t i o i s based on t o t a l s of s a l e s and r ece ip t s 
f o r the month, 

Notes—These f i g u r e s are not es t imates f o r a l l department s t o r e s i n the United 
s t a t e s . They are the actual~Hollar amounts repor ted by a group of department s tores 

^Located i n various c i t i e s throughout the country. In 195b, s a l e s by these s tores 
accounted f o r about 50 per cent of est imated t o t a l department s to re s a l e s . Figures 
f o r the most recen t th i r teen-month per iod are shown r e g u l a r l y i n the Bu l l e t in , 
For de sc r ip t i on and back da ta , January 1939 t o August 1952, see Federal Reserve • 
Bul le t in f o r October 1952, pp. 1098-1102. Back data may be obtained from the Board's 
Divis ion of Research and S t a t i s t i c s , Digitized for FRASER 
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