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? J L l RESERVE IS^RTMENT STORE MERCHANDISING DATA ^-%arcfe 
OF (se lec ted s e r i e s , based on r e t a i l jrgtyp f i g ^ e f i j ? 

Amount 
(In mi l l ions of do l l a r s ) 

| ^ a S e ^ t change 
i March from 

1953 1952 , Month 
1 ago 

Year 
ago Mar. { Feb. , Mar* J Feb* 

, Month 
1 ago 

Year 
ago 

Sales 1 / P 381 301 r 350 300 + 27 + 9 

Stocks 1 / p i ,172 1,100 r l ,126 1,055 + 7 + 1*. 

Outstanding orders p koo 155 r 362 r Ll8 - 1 2 +10 

Receipts 2/ P bS3 371* r J4.21 359 + 21 + 8 

New orders 2/ P 398 377 r 365 r 379 + 6 + 9 

Merchandising Ratios 3 / 

1953 1952 1940-52 Average 
Mar* Feb* Mar* Feb. Mar. | Feb* 

Stocks to Sales p3.1 3.7 3*2 3.5 3 .0 3 .4 

Outstanding Orders t o 
1.0 1*U # Sales pl .O 1.5 1.0 1*U 1 .1 r l . 7 

Stocks plus Outstanding 
5 . 2 U.3 h*9 U.l 5.2 Orders to Sales pU . l 5 . 2 U.3 h*9 U.l 5.2 

^ Re ce ip-ts-.to-SSales- 2/ p l . 2 1 .2 1 . 2 1 ,2 1 .2 1.3 

p—PrAliaitxafw. r—Revised* 
1 / Figures a r e based on the sample described in the note below and are presented 
Here sole ly wg permit comparisons with changes in orders and r e c e i p t s . For 
monthly- moven#8Bfce pf t o t a l department s to re sa les and s tocks, r e f e r t o the 
regular monthly s e ^ f s r epor t G . 7 . 2 . and stocks repor t G . 7 . U . 2 , or the Federal 
Reserve," / 
2/ Receipts o± -goods are derived from the reported f igu res on sa l e s and s tocks . 
New orders are derived from r e c e i p t s and reported f igu res on outstanding orders* 
3/ The f i r s t th ree r a t i o s are of stocks and/or orders a t the end of the month 
So sa les during the month* The f i n a l r a t i o i s based on t o t a l s of sa l e s and 
r ece ip t s f o r the month. 

•

Note:—These f i g u r e s are not est imates f o r a l l department s t o r e s in the United 
a t e s . They are the ac tua l do l la r mounts reported by a group of department 

s tores located in various c i t i e s throughout the country. In 1952, s a l e s by 
these s tores accounted f o r about 50 per cent of estimated t o t a l department s tore 
s a l e s . Back data may be obtained from the Board's Division of Research and 
S t a t i s t i c s . Figures f o r the most recent thirteen-month per iod are shown regula r ly 
in the B u l l e t i n . Digitized for FRASER 
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