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MONTELY DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND STOCKS, BY DEPAHWTS

. UNITED STATES - DECEMEER 1957
. (Based on retail dollar amounts)

Summary by Selected Department Groups i

Main Store
Wumen'; Men's ?;g: . HE . ::::‘

Main apg:;e and' Home and - [Small| Miscel- | store

store | .o boys! leurnighe| house~: |wares| laneous total

total | gories | "o | ings hold : :

textiles

SALES INDEXES (Unadjusted, 1947-L9 average monthly sales = 100)
Oct. 1955 us 1s 16 1 92 111 102 16
Nov. 1955 13k 126 157 96 U6 28y . o132
Dec. 1955 203 189 285 lha 18 269 30 180
Auge 1956 98 100 82 109 105 92 8l 98
Sept.1956 108 118 99 109 8 100 85 109
Qct. 1956 us8 122 1L 126 93 13 102 17
Nov. 1956 Wo - 133 163 135 - 99 150 190 135
Dec. 1956 202 188 278 19 17 271 36 7
Aug, 1957 102 105 87 , 1o -106 95 92 100
Sept.1957 96 15 93 1 83 103 85 104
Oct. 1957 115 120 15 120 89 113 . 102 13
Nov. 1957 1% 129 1, 133 %5 W8 18 T
Dec. 1957 206 - 191 282 19 N6 282 3 1719
STOCKS INDEXES (Unadjusted, 1947-49 average of end-of-month stocks = 100) -
Oct. 1955 138 W9 156 120 ns vy 163 . 128
Nov.'1955 U3 153 160 122 ‘17 155 . 172 132
Dec. 1955 ns 107 16 i n6 18 . 10 02
Aug. 1956 126 138 135 17 108 19 9 © 110
Sept.1956 135 1y 152 122 103 0 126 13 120
Oct. 1956 B0 162 172 131 121 1h7v. 178 133
Nov. 1956 1% 6 1y 11 1a 185 16
Dec. 1956 122 12 128 120 120 125 104 103
Aug, 1957 B WS U1 120 10 124 12 m
Sept.1957 2 158 162 128 18 132 U8 125
Oct, 1957 1% 168 178 135 123 154 - 189 133
Nov. 1957 159 170 18 135 122 1727 . 192 7 -
Dec. 1957 12, 125 131 122 ‘8 128 1 . 103
“ RATIO OF STOCKS TO SALES o
Dec. 1955 1.6 1.3 13 2.6 3.0 1l . 07 1.2
Dec. 19%6 1.7 1.4 1.5 2.8 3.1 1.5 0.8 1.2
Dec. 1957 1.7 14 1.5 2.9 31 1bh 08 1.2

Figures for departments within groups given on following pagee.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



=

6.7.3 - =

]

5. “MONTHLY DEPAKTMENT STORE SALES AND STOCKS, BY DEPARTUENTS

UNITED STATES - DECEMBER.

- Percentage cnange from
’ corresponding period |Ratio of Unad justed
. a year ag'ST stocks to (inﬁe::zs
Department s ocks |sales 1/ |(1947
P . Sales during (end of -/ “.,mog/)
i e _period 11 nth)|Deccaber
' 5c.[Jan-Decs| Dec. 195,|195ﬁ5ﬁ|5tod:s
GiAND TOTiL-entire-store @0 l----l~1-.6--l.6-~~--~~~»-- -
MAIN STOKE TOTAL , +2 1 +2 206 12
A ———— ———— Sm—————1 % - L . . . . L i -
PTECE GOODS) HOUSEHOLD TEXTILES. S1 - -1 --2 34 32 u6 18
Piece goods-- TR 6 el m o= 2o llye @ = - Slpe o 82
- 5ilks, velvets, synthetics . -8 -4 i2. i '7&1..
Woolen yard goods _ -0 -2
Cotton yard goods . -5 -5
Household textiles T + 1 0
Linens and towels . (o} +1
. - Demestics—muslins, sheetings. +.2 .0
. Blankets, conforters, sprea.ds +2 41
SMALL WARES | | o s b 42
Laces, trimmmgs! emhroldenes, o '
. _and ribbons ‘ -3 -2 + L 2.8.25
Notions + 5 +.1 +.1 2.2 2.2
Toilet. articles, drug sundries +3 + 2 +5 1.l
leverware and jewelry. +3 -1 -1 16517
ilverware and clocks - +1 -2 [¢] 2.7 2.8
Costume Jewelry - + b 0 .-6 -0.9 1,0
Fine :;ewelry and watches o . -2 +3 2.3 -2.3
Art needlework o +5 +2 0 2.8 .3.0
. Books and stationery . + 7. +h +5 0.9..0.9 °
Books and magazines + L + U +7 1.1 1.0
Stationery - ) + 8 +5 + UL 0.8 0.9
WCMEN'S APPAR‘ELAAt ACCESORIES. + 1 + l +.1 l;hi 1.4
Women's accessordes - +1 0 +:3 1.5 1.5
Neckwear and scdrfs -5 -2 +L4 0.9 0.8
; handkerchiefs ; = 2. -2 -2 0.8 0.8 .
lﬂlinery o -10 -6 0 0.9 0.8 - :
Women's and chiidren's gloves (] -3 +2.  1.,2.1. e
Corsets and brassieres +3. +h + L 2.8.2.7 - 169 -
W%omen's, children's hosiery - -1 - b +2. 1.4 1.3 162°.12 -
Underwear, slips, and neghgees +1 -2 o . -0.9 0.9 264108
Knit underwear + L +1 + L 1.1 1.1 316 aAs
. 811k & muslin underwear, sl:lps -2 -4 -1 1.6.°1.0 227 100 "
.Negligees, rol laung +2 -1 -2 05.05 32 8
Infants' weay + 04 +.2 +2 1.4.1.s 23T .
el + 2 (o] 0.9 0.8 308
women's md 's m . +3 . #3 : +6. 3.8 3.7 152 153
Children's sl +5 +2 +10 3.1 3.0 111 153
+ 2 +3 +5 LO 3.9 17 153
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MONTHLY DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND STOCKS, BI DEPAHI(ENT& (Contimed)

xR

UNITED STATES - DECEIIE.R

Department

“[Percentage cnange from
corresponding period

a year & ;
K Stocks |

Sales during end of
period | Gonth)
Jec. |Jan.-DeciDecenber

hatio of (Unadjusted

WOMEN'S APPAKEL, ACCESSORIES (Cont.)

wemen's apparel + 2 +2 -2 13
Women's, misses! coats & suits -4 -3 -3 1.8
Women's, misses' coats -2 -2 -3 1.6
Women's, misses' suits -11 -L -7 3.2
Juniors' and girls' wear +5 + b -2 1.0
Juniors' coats, suits, dresses +3 +3 -7 1l
Girls' wear +17 +h +2 1.0
Wwchen's and misses' dresses 0 +1 -1 1.6
Inexpensive dresses +3 +2 0 . 31,1
Better dresses -2 -1 -1 2,2
Blouses, skirts, sportswear + 2 +h -0 1.
Aprons, housedresses, uniforms + L +3 +1 1.3
Furs +1 +4 -3 2.0
MEN'S AND BOYS!' WEAR - + 1 (4] + 2 1.5
Men's clothing -1 0 +3 2.8
Men's furnishings and hats +1 -2 +1 1.0
Boys' wear +3 +1 +3 1.5
Men's & boys' shoes, slippers + 4 +3 +5 2.5
HQEEFURNISHINGS 0 -1 +2 2.9
Furniture and bedding -0 0 +1 L
Mattresses, springs, studio beds -2 0 -7 3.2
Upholstered, other furniture -4 +1 +2 | h.6
Domestic floor coverings -8 -2 +1 5.1
kugs and carpets -7 0 + 1 LB
Linoleum" -1 -1 -10 5.1
Drape:'iea,“ curtains, upholstery -2 -2 +3 4.0
Lamps and shades -5 -2 -2 242
China and glassware + 1 +1 +2 2.9
Major household appliances -5 -4 -9 2.9
Housewares (incl. small appliances) + 1 [ -1 2.2
Gift shop 3 +1 +3 1.5
Radios, phonographs, television, )
pianos, records, sheetmusic, instre + 8 +5  +21 1.1

Radios, phonographs, television
Records, sheet music, instr.

WISCELLAREOUS MERCHANDISE DEFTS.
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6 +7 49 13
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2
+11 +8 +7 1.3
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MONTHLY DEPARTRENT S[IOkk SALES ANL S10CKS, BY. DEFARIMENTS (Continued)
c ! LNITED ST}‘;TE}: ~ DECEMBER
rercentage change frum| - -
-corresponding parind |Ratio of - [Unadjusted
.a year ago stocks to[ indexes
Department = - STocks |sales 1/ (19&7-
i | Sales during |(eng of av.=1002

period montk) | Tecembor _fecembvr

ec,ldan.-Tec. | Tec, 1195711956 Saies|Stocks
BASELFNT STCHE TOTAL + 1 1 ‘ -1 1.2 1.2 179 103
Domestics and blankets 0 -2 2 2.2 2.3 W3 1
wemen's, ‘misses' ready-to-viear +1 -1 -2 0.§ 1.0 167 96
Intizate apparel i +1 0 -2 1.1 1.1 195 105
Hosiery 0 -4 -5 11 1.1 3/ 3/
Underwear, corsets & brassieres +1  +1 0 .12 3/ 3/
Cozts and suits -1 -2 -3 1.3 1.3 79 76
Cresses -5 -1 -7 0.8 0.9 109 83
Blouses, skirts, and sporfsiwear +6 +3 +2 0.8 0.9 232 110
“uirls' wear +4 +2 +3 0.8 0.8 252 105
Infants' wear + 2 0 +4 1.0 1.0 236 113
Aprons, housecresses, uniforms -2 -3 -5 0.9 1.0 3 2/
- Men's and boys' wear +3 +1 +2 0.9 0.9 28 13
. Men's vear +3 +1 +2 0.9 0,9 28 113
Ken's clothing 0 + 1 +5 1.6 1.5 201 126
tien's ‘furuishings +4 0 0 0.7 0.7 327 99
Boys' wear +3 +1 +3 1.0 1.0 267 108
Hemefurnishings +1 -3 0" 2.4 2.4 117 107
Shoes o -1 -1 2.2 2.3 15k 108
NOMERCHANDISE TGIAL +Lh +3 3 3 3 11 3/
Barber and beauty shop -1 +1 3 3 3/ uh 3

© I/ The ratio of stocks o

Sales is obtained by dividing stocks at ti.e end of the
month by sales during the month and hence indicates the number of months' supply

on hand-at the end of the month in terms of sales for that month.

2/ The 1947-h9 average of
. is used as the base in
that denzrtauent.

1953 tederal neserve Eujletin.

System, washinzton 25,
'3/ Data not avaiizble.

D. C.

nonthly sales and end-of-month stocks for each department
computing sales and stocks indexes, respectively, for
For d=scr1pulon of series, see pages 1146-49 of the Nf¥ember

h brochure containing back data for the depart~
mental series tcr the permd Briod 1940-1952, inclusive, may be obtained from the
Division of iAdministrative Services, hoard of Governors of the Federzl Reserve

Yota:~-Based on reports from a group of large department stores located in various

~ities throughout the cpuntry.

In 1956, sales and stocks

at these stores ac-

-counted tor almecst 50 ppr cent of estimated total department store sales and

stocks. Not all stores|
Quently, the sample for|
tnat for the total.
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report data for all of the departments shown; ccnse-
the irdividual departments is not so ccmprehensive as





