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KGITHII DEPARTMEM‘ sm SALES AND STCCKS, HY DEPAMTS

UNITED STATES SEPTEMFER 1956
(Based on retail dollar amounts)

y By Selected Dopartment Groups
ore T
- 1y ) |Base=
- |Small|Miscel-iment
wares | latieous|store.

total
fay 10s 7 70 70 86 B oW . T
Auge 1954 - 86 . 87 71 ‘94 .. 97 8 .. 75 87
Septel9sh 100 109 51 w01 - 8 9 - 78 " a0
May . 1955 99 100 93 . 104 8 - 98 87 104
June 1955 96 89 15 101 76 99 99 .. 102
July 1955 - 8- N N 97 75 76
Auge 1955 93 9 77 107 10k 79 93
Septe1955 106 14 95 m iol 85 107
May 1956 07 109 97 . 108 - 9k .l 108
June 1956 102 9l - 125° 1Ll 75 103 103 -~ 107
July 1956 81 Ty~ 72 99 80 83 -1
hug, 1956 - - 98 100. - 82 109 -. 105 -92- - 84 98
 Sept.1356. 108 118 99 209 8 100 -85 109
. STOCKS INDEXES (Unadjusted, 1947-U9 average of end~of-month stocks=100) o
- July 1984 - - 106- 107 10 107 00 . 105 101 . 98
.. Auge 1954 1l 120 120 103 98 . 106 105 104
D Septeldh - - 123 14 - 138 - 110 106 - ‘1 126 118
May 1956 - - 121 122 133 1i8 106 120 114 18
June 1955 - - o1y 13 121 1s 101 .15 110 7107
. July 1955 ‘1o 13 m 109 04 1109 106 - 101
- Auge 1955 - . '1p 128 125 207 - : 102 - 111 110 .0 108
Sept.1955 ) 127 w0 w2 13 109 119 1277 119
May 1956 2130 131 0 U3 129 m2. 128 121 118
June 1956 S. 12 U9 127 12l 107 7122 116 108
July 1956 . 119 122 - 121 120.° 10 17 1h 10k
Aug, 1956 - 126 138 - 135 117 07108 119 119 110
. "Septa1956 - © 135 a7 - 152 122 113 126 136 - 120
. .RATIO OF STOCKS TO SALES o S :
‘Sept.195k - T3 27 b9 3.8 39 3.8 ho - 23
Sept«1955 " 33 2.6, "9 35 . 348 3.7 3.7 ‘243
. 39!*-1956 o 05 2.7 5-0 3.9 R TS hoo hol 2.3

Fignrea for- deparhnents withi.n groups g:l.ven on foilovd.ng pages.
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Ge73 RPN Page 2

. MONTHLY DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND STOCKS, BY DEPARTMENTS
UNITED STATES ~ SEPTEMEER 1956

Percentage change from]

Department
GRAND TOFAL-entire store +2 + +6 303 3.1 - -
MAIN STORE TOTAL ’ +1- +h +6 3.5 3.3 108 135
 PIECE GOODS, HOUSEHOID TEXTILES -3 +2 +L L 3.8 8 113
Plece goods -3 =2 0 3.8 3.7 70 9%
Silks, velvets, synthetics -4 +1 (] Le2 L0 56 86
Woolen yard goods +2 +3 -2 2.6 2.7 100
Cotton yard goods 6 =3 =1 Lhe6 L3 63 109
" Household textiles X -3 +h +5 Le2 3.8 95 123
= Linens and towels =5 43 + L 5¢1 L 80 11
Domestics—~muslins, sheetings -3 45 +8 bl 3.7 93 147
Blankets, comforters;, spreads -1 +U +3 33 3.1 125
SMALL WARES ~1 +6  +6 Lo 3.7 100 12
Laces, trimmings, embroideries, -
and ribbons +1 +4 +5 Le6 Lol 80 110
Notioms L +1 +4 + 7 3.6 3.4 107 139
Toilet articles, drug sundries 0 +9 + 7 - 3.5 3.3 108
Silverware and jewelry ' -4 +5 +5 Sy ‘L8 89 136
Silverware and clocks -3 +7 +6 6e7 6.1 86 150
Costume Jewelry -6 +2 + 17 346 362 92 133
Fine jewelry and watches -1 +8 +1 8,9 8.3 9 124
Art needlework +2 +2 -2 b6 L7 88 111
Books and stationery -3 +6 + 6 3.6 3.2 108 133
Books and magazines -5 +9 +6 2.9 2,6 101 109
Stationery -2 +) +6 3.9 3.5 112 16
WOMEN'S APPAREL AND ACCESSCRIES +bh e+l +5 2.7 2,6 118 17
Women's accesaories +2 +14 + L 3.2 3.1 113 16
Neckwear and scarfs +4h +5 +8 2,5 2.4 128 168
Handkerchiefs -2 +1 -1 LeT Le? 46 73
Millinery +8 +7 -12 0,6 0.8 152 93
Women's and childrén's gloves +9 +7 -0 5.3 5.7 79 18
Corsets and brassieres' +2 +5 4l 3.2 3,0 134 158
" Women's, children's hosiery -2 07  +3 2.8 27 8 b
Underwear, slips, and negligees -1 [ +6 Lo 3.7 T4 132
Knit underwear ) . 0 +1 +6 3.9 3.6 9 174
8ilk & muslin underwear, slips -1 =1 ‘+5 2 L.O 62
Negligees, robes, loung. apparel ., + 1 + 2 + 7 3.4 3.2 76 122
Infants! wear +3 + U +3 2.6 2.6 140 15
Handbags, small leathier goods 0 +4 + 7 2,5 203 120 H
Women's and children's shoes +3 +5 +5 Le5 Le3 142 170
s shoes 0 +1 +5 3.8 3.6 143 16k
Women's shoes +h +6 +5 . LT Lo5 142 172
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LN K " Page 3
l‘m DEPARTMENT STCKE SALES AND STWKS s BY DEPm'TS (Conti.lmad)

) _' UNITED STATES - SEPTEMEER 1956

Percentage change .ﬁ‘om

~ |Sales during |(end of]: ave=l

~eorresponding period’ Rgtio of !Vnadjusted
.. ._a year ago stocks to- m:es

St |sales 1/ |( -hg

pericd _ |month) Sept-emberwSeptenher

: .wcm:"s mm;‘ACCkésdnms (Cont.)

.. VWomen's apparel +5 +5 + 7 2.2 2.2 12
©  Women's) misses! coats & suits, +12  + b + 3 2.3 244 106
i Women's, misses! coats U + 7 +5 2.k 2.6 106
ficmen s,  misses' suits +7 «2 . =2 .20 2.1 102
Juniors' and girls'! wear +5 4T - +6 2,1 2.0 141
. Juniorsf coats, suita, dresses +7 +9 +6 1.8 1.8 122 |
Girls' wear - +3 +5 + 7 - 2.3 2.2 184
Women's and’ m:l.ssea' dresses +3 + 4 +h 1.7 1.6 113
Inexpensive dresses +5 +5 + 4 5 1e3 143 1109
‘Better dresses R 0 + U +6 . 2,1 2,0 118
Blouses, skirts, sportswear . #3450 412 0 2,3 21 158
Aprons; housédresses, uniforms . =1 + 1 + 7. 2.2 2.0
Furs - : . T 415 + 8 +5 8.0 5.3 105
MEN'S AND ‘BOYS! WEAR - +5 +3 +7 5.0 k9 99
Men's’ clothing . +7 +3 +9 5.9 5.8 102
Meri*s Purnishings and hats o+ b 2 + 6. 5.0 L9 .82
Boys! wear : +4 +3 +5 3.6:2.6 136
Men's & boys! shooa, slippex'a +1 +5 +11 - 5.8 5.3 118
HOMEFURNISHINGS -2 +5 + 8. 3.9 3.5 109
Furniture and bedding -2 +5 +8 3.7 3. 135
- Mattresses, springs, studio ‘beds -6 +3 T 0 o 1.7 1.5 kb
Upholstered, other furniture +1 +17 +9 kel 115
Domestic floor coverings 0 +5 +6 4.0 3,8 100.
Rugs.and carpets 0 +5 + 7 3.9°°3:1 .97
Linoleun -2 +8 +9 . L6 Lad
Draperiea, cnrtai.ns, upholstery - o= bo sk 46 Ly 3.9 102
Lamps and ‘shades:: . -2 "+ #3349 346,90
 China and glasaware RN R Y + 4 7.4 7.0 103
"""Major household appliances -6 41 +12 2.4 2,0 .82
* Housewares (l.ucl small appliances) -2+l +.9- 5 .3.8. 3.3 117
i Giﬁshop =1 477 9 6. 5.8 97

Radios, phonographs, televiaion, AT

planos, records, sheetmusic, instre” =3 4.9

Radios, phonographs, television =~ <=7 '4+6 -
. Recorde, d:eet mns.’u:, :Lnstr. +10° 418 ..

IIISCEUANEOUS MCHANDISE DIPTS

Toys, gemes, sporung gopds, eaneras T4l el
Toys and games - ceE, 0% 41
Sporting goods’ and cameras v 4 3 T+ 7
. Luggage - S +8
: Candy : ¢ 2 o+ 8
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MONTHLY DEPARTMENT STCRE SALES AND STOCKS, BY DEPARTMENTS (Continued)
UNTTED STATES — SEPTEMEER 1956

Percentage change
. corresponding period |Ratio of |Unadjusted
|stocks to| indexes
Departoert - ook [sales 1/ |(1947-g
Sales during |(end of ave=100%/
month) | Septenber{September
: Segte Sales[Stodks
! BASHIENT STORE TOTAL +2 42 +1 2.3 23 109 120
Dmesucs and blankets -3 +3 +2 2.9 2.7 106 122
Wmen's, ni.sqes' ready-to-wear +4  +2 0 1.8 1.9 107 17
Intimate 'apparel 0 +1 ~1 25 2.5 97 120
Hosiery +2  +1 -2 2,2 22 3 3/
Underwear, corsets & brassieres 0 +1 =3 2.6 2.6 88/ 3
- Coats and suit.s +13 +1 -6 L7 2.0 1
Dresses +2 +1 -4 1.1 1.2 80 85
Blouses, skirts, and sportswear +5 +6 +6 1.5 1.5 156 140
Girls® wear +3. +3 +3 1.7 l6 15 U9
Infants' wear +3 + 2 -1 1.9 2.0 161 138
" Aprons, housedresses, uniforms -2 =1 . +4 2.7 25 3/ 3/
Men's:and boys! wear ' +5 +1 +2 2.7 2.7 12 140
- Men's wear +5 +1 +2 2.9 29 111 136
Men's clothing +8 41 +5 3,0 3.1 124 Uy
Men's furnishings +3 +1 -1 2.8 2.8 101 126
Boys?' wear +h  +3 0 2,223 168 151
| Homefurnishings -5 +1 +2 3,1 2.8 9% 1
| Shoes +1 +3 +2 3.4 3.2 1212 125
NORMERCHANDISE TOTAL +3  +7 3/ 3/ 3/ 1o 3/
Barber and beauty shop ’ -2 +3 3/ 3 3/103 3/
I/ The Tatio of stocks %o sales s obtained a €

month by sales during the month and hence indicates the mmber of montha' aupply
on hand at the end of the morth in terms of sales for that month.

_j The 1947-49 average of monthly sales and end-of-month stocks for each department
is used as the base in computing sales and stocks indexes, respectively, for
that department, For description of series, see pages 114649 of the November
1953 Federal Reserve Bulletin. 4 brochure containing back data for the depart-
mental series for the period 1940-1952, inclusive, may be obtained from the
Division of Administrative Services, Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, Washington 25, D. C. ‘

) Data not awvailable, %,
s—Buedonreporbetmagrmpafla deparhnentstoreslocatedsnvarions
b cities throughout the country. In 1955, sales and stocks at these stores ac-
counted for almost 50 per cent of estimated total department store sales and
stocks, HNot all stores repart data for all of the departments shomn; conse~
quently, the sample for the individual departments is not so eouprdianstva as
that for the total.
Sepb-barﬂdsmhadonelesstnungdaythanmt.
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