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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN STiiTSMR I93U 
Pre l iminary r e p o r t 

P re l imina ry f i g u r e s on the value of department s t o r e s a l e s show an inc rease 
from August to September of somewhat l e s s than the e s t ima ted seasonal amount. 
The Federa l Reserve Board1s index, which makes allowance f o r d i f f e r e n c e s in the 
number of b u s i n e s s days and f o r usua l seasonal changes, was ~j6 i n September, on 
the b a s i s of the 1923-1925 average as 100, compared with 79 in August and 72 in 
J u l y . 

In comparison with a yea r ago, the value of s a l e s f o r September was 4 percent 
l a r g e r ; when allowance i s made f o r the f a c t tha t t he re was one l e s s t r a d i n g day 
t h i s year than l a s t , the i n c r e a s e from l a s t year i s about Q p e r c e n t . The l a r g e s t 
i n c r e a s e s compared wi th l a s t year in t o t a l s a l e s for- the month were shown in the 
Dal las , S t . Louis , Kansas Ci ty , raid A t l a n t a d i s t r i c t s , whi le decreases from a 
year ago were r e p o r t e d f o r the Boston, Mew York, and P h i l a d e l p h i a d i s t r i c t s . The 
aggregate f o r the f i r s t n ine months of t h e year was 13 pe rcen t l a r g e r than l a s t 
y e a r . 

PERCENTAGE INCREASE OR DECREASE FROM A YEAR AGO 
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* September f i g u r e s p re l imina ry ; in most c i t i e s the month had one l e s s bus ine s s 
day t h i s y e a r than l a s t y e a r . 
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