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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN APRI& 1934 
Pre l iminary r e p o r t 

P re l imina ry f i g u r e s on the value of department s t o r e s a l e s show l i t t l e change 
from March to A p r i l , when al lowance i s made f o r number of b u s i n e s s days, f o r usua l 
seasonal changes, and f o r changes i n the da te of E a s t e r , The Federa l Reserve 
Board ' s index was i n A p r i l on the b a s i s of the 1923-1925 average as 100, com-
pared with 77 i n March and 71 i n February . 

In comparison wi th a year ago, the value of s a l e s f o r A p r i l according to p r e -
l iminary f i g u r e s was 5 per cent l a r g e r . Eas t e r was e a r l i e r t h i s year than l a s t , so 
t h a t t h i s y e a r ' s f i g u r e s inc lude no Eas te r shopping, whi le the f i g u r e s f o r l a s t 
year inc lude two weeks of such t r a d e . Reported i n c r e a s e s compared wi th l a s t year 
a r e shown f o r e igh t d i s t r i c t s , the l a r g e s t i n c r e a s e s be ing in the A t l a n t a , Chicago 
and Dal las d i s t r i c t s . The aggrega te f o r the f i r s t f ou r months of the year was 22 
per cent l a r g e r than l a s t y e a r , 

PERCENTAGE INCREASE OR DECREASE FROM A YEAR AGO 

Apri l* 
January 1 

to 
Apr i l 30* 

Number of 
r e p o r t i n g 

s t o r e s 

Number 
of 

c i t i e s ' 

To ta l 

Federa l 'Rese rve d i s t r i c t s : 

+ 5 +22 5U7 276 

Boston 0 +17 56 30 
New York 0 +12 54 27 
P h i l a d e l p h i a - 4 +15 31 15 
Cleveland + 9 +35 . 25 15 

Richmond + 3 +20 4g 21 
A t l a n t a +23 +42 43 24 
Chicago +18 +32 58 24 
S t , Louis +11 +27 39 21 

Minneapolis , ' - 3 +16 62 47 
Kansas Ci ty +13 +26 20 13 
Dal las +17 +36 20 6 
San Franc isco . + 1 +18 91 33 

* Apr i l f i g u r e s p re l imina ry ; i n most c i t i e s the month had the same number of b u s i -
ness days t h i s year and l a s t y e a r . 
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