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DEPARTMENT STORE SAXES III APRIL, 1933 
Pre l imina ry r e p o r t 

P re l imina ry f i g u r e s on the va lue of department s t o r e s a l e s show a decrease 
from March to A p r i l of l e s s than the e s t ima ted seasonal amount. The Federa l 
Reserve B o a r d ' s index, which makes allowance bo th f o r number of b u s i n e s s days 
and f o r u sua l seasona l changes, was 6g in Apr i l on the b a s i s of the I923-I.925 
average as 100, compared wi th 55 * n March and bO i n February . 

In comparison with a year ago t h e va lue of s a l e s f o r A p r i l , according t o 
p r e l i m i n a r y f i g u r e s , was 9 pe r cen t smaller . . In making the comparison w. th a 
year ago, allowance should be made f o r the f a c t t h a t the date of E a s t e r , which 
was very e a r l y l a s t yea r (March 27)was l a t e t h i s yea r (Apr i l l 6 ) , and t h a t con-
sequent ly t h i s yea r s a l e s during Apr i l i nc luded a much l a r g e r p a r t of Eas t e r 
buying than they d i d l a s t y e a r . The aggregate f o r the f i r s t f ou r months of the 
year was 22 p e r c e n t smal le r than l a s t y e a r . 

PERCENTAGE INCREASE OR DECREASE FROM A YEAR AGO 

Apr i l* 
January 1 

to 
A p r i l 30* 

Number of 
r e p o r t i n g 

s t o r e s 

Number 
of 

c i t i e s 

To ta l - 9 - 22 469 227 

Fede ra l r e s e r v e d i s t r i c t : 
Boston 
Hew York 
P h i l a d e l p h i a 
Cleveland 

- 12 
- 10 
- 9 
- 10 

- 2^ 
- 19 
- 22 
- 24 

I 
29 

20 
29 
17 
9 

Richmond 
A t l a n t a 
Chicago 
S t . Louis 

- 5 
- 13 
- 13 
- 12 

- 19 
- 22 
- 23 
- 23 

44 

S 
18 

1 
32 

9 

Minneapolis 
Kansas Ci ty 
Da l l a s 
San Franc i sco 

- 6 
- 7 
- l 

b 

- 1\ 
- 20 
- 16 
- 23 

17 
23 
25 
SO 

12 
15 
10 
27 

* A p r i l f i g u r e s p re l imina ry ; i n most d i s t r i c t s the month had one l e s s b u s i n e s s 
day t h i s year than l a s t y e a r . 
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