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RETAIL TRADE IN FEBRUARY, 1929 
Pre l iminary r e p o r t 

Total s a l e s of department s t o r e s in February were l a r g e r than a year 
accord ing to p r e l imina ry r e p o r t s made to the Federal r e s e r v e system by U38 

s t o r e s • A f t e r al lowance i s made f o r the f a c t t h a t February of t h i s year con-
ta ined one l e s s bus ine s s day than February, 1928, s a l e s of t h e s e f i r m s showed 
.;.n inc rease of approximate ly f o u r par c e n t . Of the kyi r e p o r t i n g s t o r e s , 159 
r epor t ed i n c r e a s e s oyer February of l a s t yea r while 279 showed d e c r e a s e s . 

By Federal r e se rve d i s t r i c t s , i n c r e a s e s i n t o t a l s a l e s f o r the month, 
as compared with February, 1928, were r epo r t ed by s t o r e s in the Chicago, New 
York, Cleveland and S t . Louis d i s t r i c t s , whi le the l a r g e s t d e c l i n e s occurred 
m the A t l an t a , Minneapolis and P h i l a d e l p h i a d i s t r i c t s . 

Sa les of two mail order houses were 20*8 per cent l a r g e r , and those 
of e igh t f i v e - a n d - t e n - c e n t chain s t o r e s , 4 , 5 pe r cent l a r g e r than in February 
of l a s t yea r • Changes in the volume of bus ine s s of both mail o rder houses and 
chain s t o r e s r e f l e c t e d in p a r t an i nc r ea se in t h e number of r e t a i l o u t l e t s op-
e r a t e d . 

Percentage changes in d o l l a r s a l e s between February, 1928, and Febru-
a ry , 1929, a r e g iven in the fo l lowing t a b l e : 

Federa l Percentage of inc rease or de- Number of s t o r e s 
r e se rve c rease in sa les—February , 1929 Tota l Number r e p o r t i n g 
d i s t r i c t compared wi th February. 1928 re-porting Increase Decrease 

Boston 2 .7 78 21 57 New York + 5-2 43 23 20 
P h i l a d e l p h i a - 4.0 35 15 20 
Cleveland + 1 . 3 34 19 15 
Richmond - 2.7 41 i 4 27 
A t l a n t a - 6.6 26 8 18 
Chicago + 7-0 ' 4 i 19 22 
S t . Louis + 1 .6 20 S 12 
Minneapolis - 6 . 5 l 4 1 13 
Kansas Ci ty - 3 .9 21 5 16 
Dal las - 3-8 • i s 5 13 
San F ranc i sco — 1 . 4 67 21 . 46 

Total + 0 . 2 43S 159 279 
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