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RETAIL TRADE IW QCTOBER, 1928
Preliminary report.

bales of department stores showed &«n increase of 3 per cent in October, 1928,
as compared with the corresponding month lust year, according to reports made to
the rfederzl reserve system by 496 stcresz. When allcwance is made for the fact
thet October contuined one more business day this year thun in 1927, however, av-= -’
eruge daily sales were in szbout the ssme vclume this October &s & year ugo. In
the preceding month average daily sales hid been 10 per cent larger than & year
eurlier. v

blightly more then helf of the reporting depasrtment stores showed increuses
in totzl stles in Octcber compcred with & year ago. The largest incrzusss were
shown in the Chiccgo, New York, snd San francisco federal reserve dis’iricts, whilc
substunticl decreases were reportcd for the lMinneapolis, St. Louils, end aAtlunta
districts.

veles of mzil order houses were 25 per cent lurger, ¢nd those of five-cnd-
ten-cent chein stores 6.7 per cent larger than in October ¢ yesr c£go. The chenge:
in the volume of business of both muil order houses wnd chain stores reflect in
. part en incroucs from month to month in the number of retuil outlets oveinted.

Percentcge chunges in dollar s:cles between Octeber, 1927, end October, 1928,
together with tho number of stores reporting, sre given in the following table:

Faderal :Percentuge of increuse or de- : Number of stores
reserve screase in sales--Octobur,1928,: Totel ¢ Number reporting
district scompared with October, 1927 sreporting :Increcse :Dacrecse
Boston + 2.9 72 37 35
New York + 6.9 483 26 22
Philwdelphia + 3.5 43 23 20
Clevelend - 1.6 42 17 25
Richmond + 0.2 44 22 22
Atlinta - 3.7 30 7 23
Chicugo + 9.2 65 36 29
St. Louis - 8.1 20 8 12
Minncupolis -15.2 14 1 13
Kunscs vity + 1.9 26 17 9
Dullis + 0.1 17 8 9
San francisco + 6.9 75 51 24
Totel + 3.2 496 253 243
. Mzil order houses +25.0 (2 houses)
Five-tnd-ten-cunt stores + 6.7 (8 chuins)
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