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RETAIL TRADE IN OCTOBER, 1928 
Pre l iminary r e p o r t . 

ba les of department s t o r e s showed an increase of 3 per cent in October, 1928, 
as compared with the corresponding month l a s t yea r , according to repor t s made to 
the Federal reserve system by 496 s t o r e s . When allowance i s made fo r the f ac t . 
t ha t October conta ined one more bus iness day t h i s year than in 1927, however, av-
erage da i ly s a l e s were in about the same volume t h i s October a s a yea r ago. In 
the preceding month average da i ly sa les had been 10 per cent l a r g e r than a year 
e a r l i e r . ' 

b l i g h t l y mora than ha l f of the r epo r t i ng department s t o r e s showed increases 
in t o t a l s a l e s in October compared wi th a, year ago. The l a r g e s t inc reases were 
shown in the Chicago, New York, and Ban Francisco Federal reserve d i s t r i c t s , while 
s u b s t a n t i a l decreases were r epor ted f o r the Minneapolis, S t . Louis , and At lan ta 
d i s t r i c t s . 

ba les of mail order houses were 25 per cent l a r g e r , and those of f i v e - a n d -
ten-cent chain s t o r e s 6.7 per cent l a r g e r than in October a yea r ago. The change: 
in the volume of bus iness of bo th mail order houses and chain s t o r e s r e f l e c t in 
pa r t an increase from month to month in thu number of r e t a i l o u t l e t s orar r ted* 

Percentage changes in d o l l a r sa l e s between October, 1927, and October, 1928, 
toge the r with the number of s to re s r epo r t i ng , a re given in the fo l lowing t a b l e : 

Federal :Percentage of increase or de- : Number of s t o r e s 
reserve : c r ea se in sales—October,1928,% Total : Number r epor t ing 
d i s t r i c t :compared with October. 1927 " r e p o r t i n g : Inc rease :Decrease 

Boston + 2 .9 72 37 35 
New York + 6.9 40 26 22 
Ph i l ade lph ia + 3 . 5 43 23 20 
Cleveland - 1 .6 42 17 .25 
Richmond + 0 .2 44 22 22 
At lan ta - 3 .7 30 7 23 
Chicago + 9 .2 65 36 29 
S t . Louis - 8 .1 20 8 i £ 
Minneapolis -15 .2 14 1 13 
Kansas J i t y + 1 .9 26 17 9' 
Dal la s + 0 .1 17 8 9 
San Francisco + 6.9 75 51 24 

Tota l + 3 .2 496 253 243 

Mail order houses 
F ive -and- t en -cen t s t o r e s 

+25.0 (2 houses) 
+ 6.7 (8 chains) 
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