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RETAIL TRADE It? SEPTEMBER, 1928. 
P r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t . 

S a l e s of 503 r e p o r t i n g r e t a i l s t o r e s i n September were 6 p e r cen t l a r g e r than 
i n the same month of l a s t y e a r a c c o r d i n g to p r e l i m i n a r y f i g u r e s r e c e i v e d by the 
F e d e r a l r e s e r v e sys t em. I n c r e a s e s from l a s t y e a r were shown by 314 f i r m s and d e -
c r e a s e s by 189 f i r m s . I t should be no ted t h a t September of t h i s y e a r c o n t a i n e d 
one l o s s b u s i n e s s day and one more S a t u r d a y than September , 1927 . 

A l l of t h e F e d e r a l r e s e r v e d i s t r i c t s r e p o r t e d l a r g e r depar tmen t s t o r e s a l e s 
than l a s t y e a r , excep t t h e Bos ton , A t l a n t a , and San F r a n c i s c o d i s t r i c t s , where thp 
volume d id not change , and tho Minneapo l i s d i s t r i c t where s a l e s d e c r e a s e d by 3 
p e r c c n t . 

S a l e s of m a i l o r d e r houses were 24 p e r c e n t l a r g e r t h a n i n September l a s t 
y e a r , and those of f i v e - a n d - t e n - c o n t c h a i n s t o r e s were 12 p e r cen t l a r g e r . The 
changes i n t h e volume of b u s i n e s s of t h e s e f i r m s r e f l e c t i n p a r t an i n c r e a s e in 
the number of r e t a i l o u t l e t s i n o p e r a t i o n f rom month t o month. 

P e r c e n t a g e changes i n d o l l a r s a l e s between September , 1927, and September , 
1928, t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e number of s t o r e s r e p o r t i n g , a r e g i v e n i n t h e f o l l o w i n g 
t a b l e : 

F e d e r a l • .Percentage of i n c r e a s e ot : Number of s t o r e s 
r e se rve : decree ?.se i n s a l e s—Sep tember ; T o t a l : Number r e p o r t i n g 
d i s t r i c t : 1928 , compared w i t h S e p t - r e - : I n - : ; DO — 

tember . 1927. : p o r t i n g : c r e a s e : : c r e a s e 

Boston — 0 . 6 71 31 40 
Mew York + 5 . 3 50 31 19 
P h i l a d e l p h i a + 6 . 8 49 33 16 
Cleve land • + 9 . 8 38 32 6 
Richmond + 3 . a 46 24 22 
A t l a n t a - 0 . 5 32 16 16 
Chicago +19 .1 63 54 9 
S t . Louis + 8 . 6 21 13 8 
Minneapo l i s - 3 . 3 15 8 7 
Kansas C i t y + 5 . 6 26 21 5 
D a l l a s + 7 . 0 20 16 4 
San F r a n c i s c o + 0 . 9 72 35 37 

T o t a l + 5 . 9 503 314 189 

Mai l o r d e r houses +24 .0 (2 houses ) 
F i v e - a n d - t e n - o e n t . s t o r e s + 1 2 . 0 (8 c h a i n s ) 
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