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R e t a i l Trade in the United S ta t e s in January, 1928. 

Sales of 509 department s to res which reported to the Federal reserve 
system in January 1928, were about one per cent smaller than in January of 
l a s t year and indicated a l a r g e r seasonal decl ine than i s usua l between Decem-
ber and January. Smaller sa les than a year ago were reported in the f i v e 
Federal reserve d i s t r i c t s along the A t l a n t i c seaboard - Boston, ITow York, Ph i l a -
de lphia , Richmond, and At lan ta - and in the Cleveland and Minneapolis d i s t r i c t s . 
In the o ther f i v e d i s t r i c t s , which include most of the middle western and 
western sect ions, s a l e s were l a r g e r . Of the t o t a l number of s to re s r epor t ing , 
277 showed smaller sa.les and 232 reported inc reases . 

Sales of two mail order houses were 6 per cent l a r g e r than l a s t year 
and those of e ight f ivo-end- ton-ccnt chain s to res were 8 per cent l a r g e r . 

Percentage changes in do l l a r sa les between January, 1927 ; and January, 
1928., and the number of s to re s r epor t ing arc given in the fol lowing t a b l e : 

Federal :Percentage of increase or dc- : Number of s to re s 
Reserve :crease in sa les - J a n . , 1928 : Total Number repor t ing 
D i s t r i c t :compared with Jan.,, 1927 : repor t ing ; Increase ; Decrease 

Boston - 3 .7 83 48 35 
Hew York — 2 .1 50 24 26 
Phi lade lphia — 5.2 74 23 51 
Cleveland — 3 .3 45 13 32 
Richmond - 3 .5 40 15 25 
Atlanta - 4 . 1 32 9 23 
Chicago +11.4 46 24 22 
S t . Louie + 4 . 1 21 11 10 
Minneapolis - 7.9 17 10 7 
Kansas City + 3.0 21 14 7 
Dallas + 4 . 1 22 16 6 
San Francisco + 1 .1 58 25 33 

Total - 0.8 509 252 277 

Mail order houses + 6 .3 (2 houses) 
Fivc-and-1en-cent s tores+8.0 (8 chains) 
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