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Re ta i l Trade in. May. 1926 . 

Total sa les in May of 543 r e t a i l s t o r e s , which made prel iminary r epo r t s to 
the Federal reserve system from a l l sect ions of the country, were 7.3 per cent, 
l a rger than in May, 1925. Weather condi t ions were genera l ly more favorable f o r 
r e t a i l trade in May than in e a r l i e r months of t h i s year and the increase in 
sa les over the corresponding month of l a s t year was l a rger than fo r any previous 
month of t h i s year except March, the month in which a large; volume of Eas te r ' 
trading was done. 

Increases in s a l e s occurred in a l l Federal reserve d i s t r i c t s except the' 
Minneapolis d i s t r i c t whore sa les were s l i g h t l y smal ler , but the most subs t an t i a l 
improvement was in the Richmond, At l an ta , Chicago, and St . Louis FatUral reserve 
d i s t r i c t s . More than 70 per cent of the t o t a l number of s to res repor t ing from 
the country as a whole showed l a rge r sa les than a year ago. 

Sales of b..'C mail order houses wore 14.2 per cent l a r g e r than in May, 1925, 
and sa les of f ive and ten cent chain s tores (5 chains) were 11.5 per cont l a r g e r . 

Percentage changes in do l l a r sa les between May, 1925, and May, 1926, aro 
shown in the following t a b l e : 

:Tota l number of s tores ronor t ing: Percentage of increase or do-
; Total Increase Decrease crease compared with May. 1925 

Boston 
New York 
Phi ladelphia 
Cleveland 
Richmond 
Atlanta 
Chicago 
St . Louis 
Minneapolis 
Kansas City 
Dallas 
San Francisco 

65 
69 
78 
46 
47 
30 
53 
18 
14 
32 
17 
74 

44 
52 
55 
33 
38 
28 
43 
14 
8 

20 
14 
40 

21 
17 
23 
13 
9 
2 

10 
4 
6 

12 
3 

34 

+ 4 .7 
+ 7.2 
+ 7.7 
+ 7.8 
+ 10.7 
+ 10.6 
+ 17.2 
+ 14.5 
— 0 *8 
+ 4 . 3 
+ 3.6 
+ 2.5 

Total 543 389 154 + 7.3 

Mail order houses (2 houses) 
Five and ten cent s to res ( 5 chains) 

+ 14.2 
+ 11.5 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis




