N ) ' 1926 - 17

R&3 RT - 18
. : FEDERAL RESERVE BOARD
' STATE¥ENT FOR THE PRESS

For release in morning papers,
Thursday, June 10, 1926.

Retail Trade in May, 1926

3

Total sales in May of 543 retail stores, which made preliminary reports to
the Federal reserve system from all seations of the country, were 7.3 per cent.
larger than in May, 1925, Weathar conditions were generally more favorable for
retail trade in May than in sarlier months of this vear and the increase in
sales over tha corrasvonding month of last ysar was larger than for any previous
month of this year sxceavt Marck, the month in which a large: volume of Easter’
trading was donn. ‘

Incraasas in sales occurrad in all Fidaral resorve districts axcept the'
Minneapolis district whora saias wers slightly smalisr, but the most substantial
improvamgnt was in tho Richmond, Atianta, Chicago, and St. Louis Fedsral rosarve
districts. Mora than 70 par cont of tho total numbar of stores reporting -from
the country as a whole showsd largar sales than a yaar ago.

Salos of %o mail ordor housas worn 14.2 par cent largsr than in May, 1925,
" and salos of fiva and tan cent chain storas (5 chains) Were 11.5 por cont larger.

Porceantagao nhangas in dollar salss botweqn May, 1925, and May, 1926 ara
shown in the following table.

:Total numbsr of storns roncrting: Percentagn of incroass or do~

s Total Incraaso Docroasq craass compared with May, 1925

Boston 65 : 44 2l + 4,7 R
Now York ' 69 52 17 + 7.2 h
Philadelphia 78 55 23 + 7.7
Cleveland 46 33 13 + 7.8
Richmond 47 38 9 + 10,7
Atlants 30 28 2 + 10.6
Chicago 53 43 10 + 17.2
St. Louis 18 14 4 + 14,5
Minnoapolis 14 8 6 -~ 0.8
Kansas . City 32 20 12 + 4,3
Dallas 17 14 3 + 3.6
San Francisco 74 40 - 34 + 245

Total 543 389 154 + 73
Mail order housns (2 lLcusos) + 14.2
Five and ton coant storas ( 5 c?alns) + 11,5
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