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CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
November 1982

Capacity utilization in manufacturing fell 0.5 of a percentage point
in November to a postwar low of 67.8 percent,, Producers of industrial materials
operated at 66.7 percent of capacity, down Q«5 of a percentage point from the October
rate to another series low*

Within manufacturing operating rates declined 0.5 of a percentage point
in both the primary processing and the advanced processing industries, to 65.4
percent and 69.1 percent, respectively. After a relatively flat period during the
summer, total manufacturing utilization has declined somewhat faster in recent
months, mainly as a result of sizable production cutbacks by industries manufacturing
business equipment, and autos and trucks. Capacity utilization in the iron and
steel industry has continued to decline markedly in recent months, at about the
same pace as in the summer.

The November operating rate for total materials was more than 2-1/2
percentage points below its low in March 1975. Producers of durable goods
materials operated at 59.8 percent of capacity in November, down 0.8 of a
percentage point since October, and 4.3 percentage points below the rate in
March 1975. Although the operating rate for-nondurable goods materials production
decreased 0.3 of a percentage point in November to 72.5 percent, it remained well
above its March 1975 cyclical low. The rate for energy materials production dropped
0.6 of a.percentage point in November to 77.3 percent.
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OUTPUT, CAPACITY AND CAPACITY UTILIZATION
Output and Capacity are Percentages of 1967 Output; Capacity Utilization is a Per Cent of Capacity.
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HOTls ESXXHATES OF ACTUAL OOTPQS &HD CAPACISX OUTBUI ABE BOTH BXPBSSSSD AS PBBCEHSAGES OF 1967 ACTOAX OGSPOT. 1S2IHAT1S Of
C&FACXT? UTJLIZATIOH IK PESCSMT AfiE CALCULATED AS BATIOS OF |l$ THE FSDEIAL JSSE£?EaS SIASOMAXXX ADJUSTED INDEXES QI I1DQS-
TB1AX P10D6CSI0H £0 £2) THI COfiBESPOMAIliG IHDEXES OF CAPACITX. IHDUS1BIAX HASEfilAXS M E ITBflS ECTH 2RQLUC2V AHD GS2D IS I!-
PQ2S Bl HAHOFACT0BIMG PLAMTS^ HIHES AKD UTILITIES; I8D0STBIAL eATBBIikXS CCVEB MA8X OF THE ITEHS 5EPJ3ESEBTE11 IH TfiE P R X M ¥
P1OCBSSIHG GJOOPIHG OF IA£l@flCT0fiII}G AS ̂ ELL AS SONS OF THE OOTFOT QI HIHES ABD 0TILISI1S -* SOCB AS 1MQU GfiB, CBODS OIL, IBS
BLECTBICI3X SOLD 10 IHDOST.BX*

THE 1973 HIGHS hEQ 1975 LOMS IH CAP£CIT¥ 0TI1IZATIOH* SHQUM IH TEE TIBXiS ABOVS« ABE SPECIFIC XO EACH SKSIES AHD MAX OCCOB IH
DIFFE11HT HQMHS. IHDUSTBI&X PXAHTS GS01X.L? 0PBB1T1 IT CAPACITX 91IXI2A2I0H BATES THAT A&S KEXX BIXOH 100 PEfiCEBT; HCBS Cf
THE BROAD AG61BG&T1 SMI1S dhS BVE£ IMSIC1T1D & 100 PEBCBHT 0S£ OF CAPACISX. GAPACI2X 0TILI2AZIOH BA1ES AVE5AGED ABOOT 83
P1BCEHT FOB H1N0FACS OHIHS I BOH 1955 THBOOaM 1973., I9D 1BO0T 85 PS£CES1 fOS IKDOSTfilAX MATSSIAXS SCM 1S67 THBGOGH 1S7S. Jl
HAS0F&C3UBIIG IS k MBOLE* 0TILIZA1IOH HIES AS H!€B AS 90 PEBCEHS HAVE BEEM EXCEEDED O!iXX IH HABTIBE. THE PEAK £AXBS Of 0TI~
LIIM30M IM 1973 WEHE ASSOCIATED «ITH SI@HIFICAH!I OPiiABIi PBSSSOBE CH PJICES.

l
iZQi> REVISED DAIATHE MESiC!ISOL43Sf AMD THI SEBIBS ASE DESCRIBED XM _

Afil FOOMD IN ̂ CAPICITX OTILI^ADIOH: MAHOfACTOBISg AHD HAXBBIALS, JAKOAkiX 1967—DECESBEB 1978." BC2H PUfiLICASIOHS HA1 BE C5~
TMHEB FSOI POBLICAflOMI? SI1VICBS« BOASD QF G07EBH0BS OF THE FSDESAL £2JE£VB SiSTBB, HAJHIHGTON, D.C. 20551
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