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CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
April 1983

Capacity utilization rates for manufacturing and for industrial
materials production continued to rise in April, attaining their highest levels
since March 1982. The manufacturing rate increased 1.3 percentage points to 71.1
percent, following gains of 0.9 percentage point in March and 0.4 percentage point
in February. The materials rate was up 1.4 percentage points to 70.7 percent in
April, after having risen 1.0 percentage point in each of the preceding two months.

Within manufacturing, gains in operating rates were widespread
in April, and included sizable advances among industries that were especially hard
hit in the past few years. Capacity utilization rates for the primary and fabricated
metals industries continued to advance strongly, and operating rates for electrical
and nonelectrical machinery also posted sizable gains. The April rate for motor
vehicles and parts was up one percentage point to a little over 60 percent. The
operating rate for petroleum refining has risen more than 5 percentage points
since February, when it fell to a postwar low of about 63 percent.

Producers of durable goods materials utilized 65.7 percent of
capacity, up 1.8 percentage points as activity strengthened among producers of
metals, parts for equipment, and parts for consumer durables. The operating
rate for producers of nondurable materials rose 1.2. percentage points to 75.8
percent. After declining in February and March, the rate for energy materials
production increased 0.7 percentage point to 77.3 percent.
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OUTPUT, CAPACITY AND CAPACITY UTILIZATION
Output and Capacity are Percentages of 1967 Output; Capacity Utilization is a Per Cent of Capacity.
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BSTIBAVBS OF ACTOAL OOfPOT ABO CAPACITY QjBTP:OT. AM BOTH BYPBBSSBO &S PBBCBBTA6BS Of 1967 ACVQAL 003PQT. BSTIflATBS OF
CIPACITT OKLIZAflOBIB" PBBCBBT' ABB" CAiCO'LATBO' AS BATIÔ S 0? fi)""TBB ^BOBBAL^B.BSBBfB«S SB1SOBAUY AOJOSTB0 IIDIIIS OF I1S0S- ,
TBIAL PBOOOCTIOB TO | 2 | THE COSEgS^OBHIHG IBDEIES Of CAPACITY. IIBOSfHIAL BATBBZALS ABE ITBBS BOTI P1@D0CID ABD OSID MS IB-
POTS Bl H^ISFACfOEIiG PL&ITSP BIBBS MB UTILITIES; IBOOSfgllt HITBII&LS COfI® H&Bf OF TH3 IT1SS BBPBBSBBTBD I I fHB PRXHAE!
VBOCBSSIBQ 6B00P2B6 Of a i l Q F i C f i M I S IS BBIL kS SOBB OF t i l QWSmt OF BIBBS ABD OfXLlTIES — S0C1 IS IBOB OBB, CBODE OIL* i l D
BLBC1BIC2TY $©W fO ISDBSfBI.
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