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. CONSUMER INSTABEMT CREDIT AT COMMERCIAL BANKS ' 

MARCH 1 9 5 5 ' 

Consumer ins ta lment c r e d i t outs tanding a t commercial 
banks inc reased 156 mi l l i on d o l l a r s in 'March t o an est imated 
8,8!tU mi l l i on d o l l a r s a t the end of the month. The March 
expansion xvas r e f l e c t e d i n a l l types of c r e d i t except r e p a i r 
and modernization, but t he l a r g e s t i nc rease was repor ted i n 
automobile c r e d i t . Outstanding balances were a l so above t h e 
year-ago l e v e l , f o r the f i r s t time since mid-195U» 

Extensions of c r e d i t inc reased s u b s t a n t i a l l y during 
the month, as i s usua l a t t h i s time of yea r , and continued 
wel l above a year e a r l i e r . 

Consumer Ins ta lment Cred i t a t Commercial Banks 
(Es t imates , In m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s ) / 

' Amounts outs tanding Vo lume extended 
Type of c r e d i t Mar. Change from: Mar. 

1 9 5 5 

• Chang e i 'ron: Type of c r e d i t 31, 
1 9 5 5 

Month 
ago 

Year 
ago 

Mar. 
1 9 5 5 

Month 
ago 

Year 
ago 

Automobile paper 
Purchased 
Di rec t 

Other consumer goods paper 
Repair and modernization loans 
Personal loans 

2 , 3 0 9 
1,751 
1 , 8 1 : 6 
1,201 
1,737 

+ 6 8 
.+ 71 

l 
- 18 
+ 3lt 

+lii5 
- h 
-109 ' 
- 78 . ' . 
+ 1 7 6 

310 
2 7 5 
2 3 b 

7 5 
2 8 5 

+ 70 
+ 73 
+ 33 
+ 2 0 
+ 13 

+ 85 
+ 76 
+ 33 
- 5 
+ 22 

Tota l 8 , 8 W i +156 J 1 1 3 2 1,179 +239 +211 

Federal Reserve D i s t r i c t : 

Boston 
New York 
Phi lade lphia 

U 5 7 
1 , 5 9 5 

6l6 

+ h 
+' 18 
+ 17 

+ 21-
- U3 
+ ii* 

" 56 
2 0 6 

79 

+ 1 3 
+ h 9 
+ 2 3 

+ h 

::1 
Cleveland 
Richmond 
At lan ta 

# 5 
6 2 0 
6 L 3 

+ 3 
+ 1 2 
+ 7 

- 3 
+ 38 

* + h5 

73 
8 6 
8 8 

+ 12 
+ 17 
+ 8 

+ 9 
+ 1 7 
+ 1 7 

Chicago 
S t . Louis 
Minneapolis 

1,2U2 
UUI 
3 2 2 

+ 2 5 
+ 5 
+ 5 

+ 92 
. + 25 

+ 9 

.171 + 3 3 
+ -13 
+ 12. 

+ 36 
+ 1 3 
+ 8 

Kansas Ci ty 
Dal las 
San Francisco 

1 3 3 
. W t 9 

l , L 5 l 

+ 16 
+ lit 
+ .27 

+ 6 1 

- 9 
-120 

. :68 

1 
+ 15 
+ '15 
+ 2 9 

+ 1 8 •• 
+ 2 0 
+ 33 
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