
I n s t a l m e n t accoun t s r e c e i v a b l e of r e p o r t i n g depar tment s t o r e s 
showed somewhat more t h a n t h e .usual i n c r e a s e i n December and a t t h e y e a r - e n d 
were 11 pe r c e n t l a r g e r t h a n a t t h e c l o s e of 1963; These accounts were 
o u t s t a n d i n g , on the . a v e r a g e , around t e n months, approx ima te ly t h e same 
as a y e a r e a r l i e r . -• 

The December expans ion i n cha rge account c r e d i t was l e s s marked 
t h a n i n o t h e r r e c e n t y e a r s . Repayments on t h e accoun t s con t inued a t t h e 
a c c e l e r a t e d r a t e of t h e two p r o c e d i n g months) 

S a l e s of a l l t y p e s i n c r e a s e d s h a r p l y i n December, as i s u s u a l a t 
t h i s t ime of t h e yea r ) Cash s a l e s , which c u s t o m a r i l y show l a r g e r g a i n s i n 
December than credit s a l e s , were up more' t h a n s e a s o n a l l y . Most of t h e 7 p e r 
c e n t increase* over December 1 9 6 3 . i n t o t a l s a l e s . w a s a t t r i b u t a b l e t o t h e 
growth i n cash and i n s t a l m e n t b u s i n e s s . 

Department S t o r e C r e d i t 

Accounts rece ivable* , end of month. 
I tem P e r c e n t a g e i n c r e a s e 

or d e c r e a s e f rom: 
P e r c e n t a g e d i s t r i b u t i o n 

C o l l e c t i o n r a t i o s 1J 

Month ago Y e a r ago Dec, "-64 Nov. "64 D e c . 1 6 3 Dec. ' 64 Nov. 64 Dec. ' 6 3 

Charge 29. 3 41 ... 47 50 49 

I n s t a l m e n t " Z " 56 . 59 53 18 18 

Department S t o r e S a l e s 

I t em 
P e r c e n t a g e i n c r e a s e 

or -dec rease f rom: P e r c e n t a g e d i s t r i b u t i o n 
I t em 

Month ago Year ago December 164 November164 December 63 

T o t a l 69 JL: 100 - 100 100 

Cash 81 8 . 46 43 ' 4 5 

Charge 62 2 : ; - 38: 39 38 

I n s t a l m e n t •57. 10 16 : 18 17 - . 

1 / C o l l e c t i o n s d u r i n g month as a p e r c e n t a g e of accounts r e c e i v a b l e a t 
b e g i n n i n g of month. ' 
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G. 17 - 2 - " 

DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT -' DECEMBER 1964 

Sales by Type v-. 

Percen tage i n c r e a s e or decrease ; ( - ) 

In s t a lmen t 
s a l e s Federa l 

Reserve -
D i s t r i c t 

To ta l s a l e s 
-Month 

ago 
Year ; 

. ago 

Cash s a l e s 
Month 
• ago 

Year 
ago 

Charge-account 
s a l e s 

Month 
ago 

Year 
ago 

Month 
ago 

Year 
ago 

Boston„ 
Neu York 
P h i l a d e l p h i a 
Cleveland 
Richmond 
A t l a n t a 
Chicago : ' 

. St. . Louis. 
Minneapol i s ; 
Kansas Ci ty 
Da l l a s 
San Franc isco 

75 U 7 89 
63 3 71 
6-1 7 ^ 78 
69 8 86 
71 . 7 87 
72 9 86 
63 71 
69 v5> 78 
71 1 6 81 
77 6 .89 
64 13 100 
84 6 99 

8 
• 3 
11 
.12 

9 
13 

9 
7 
8 

10 
18 

7 

63 
:57 
51 
62 
65 
72 
64 
66 . 
61 
65 
40 
77 

63 
54 
45 
56 
51 
53 
48 
45 
77 
69 
60 
73 

12 c 
3 

15 
10 
10 

7 
10 
12 
- 1 

6 
.16 
15 

Accounts Rece ivable , end of month 
Percen tage i n c r e a s e or dec rease (-.) 

Federa l 
Reserve 
D i s t r i c t 

Charge accounts 
Month 

ago 
Year 

ag° 

I n s t a Lment 
Month 

ago 
Year 

ago 

Boston 
New York • 
P h i l a d e l p h i a 
Cleveland 
Richmond 

. A t l a n t a 
Chicago 
S t . Louis 
Minneapolis 
Kansas Ci ty 
Da l l a s 
San F ranc i scp 

33 
34 

•31 
36 
33 
31 
20 
13 
31 
34 
- 3 
45 

8 
2 
4 
5 
4 

- 3 
1 

- 4 
12 
. 5 -

6 
1 

11 
16 
15 
16 
14 
12 
12 
18 
16 
17 
16 
16 

8 
9 
3 

10 
6 
7 

2 2 . 
17 
16 

8 
14 
12 
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