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F E D E R A L R E S E R V E 
statistical release 

December 9, 1963 

DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT -. OCTOBER 1963 

^ ^ 3 ik October the instalment accounts receivable of reporting 
department/stores continued the gradual seasonal expansion which began in 
September/ The amount outstanding on these accounts at month-end still 

aboutf one-tentfh above the year-earlier level. The pace at which these 
accotmtVwere being repaid, however,, was faster/ than either the month-ago 
or the year-ago rate. 

Charge accounts receivable also increased in October, but 
somewhat less rapidly than in the preceding month. Relative to first-of-^ 
month accounts receivable, collections were accelerated in October after „ 
a month, of some slackening. 

Department store sales, rose 9 per cent from September, with 
somewhat less than seasonal gains reported for all types of transactions. 
Total sales were in about the sarite volume as in October 1962. A gain in 
instalment sales over the year-period was offset by a moderate decline in 
charge-account transactions. * 

Department Store Credit , 

Accounts receivable, end of month 

Item . 
Percentage increase 
or decrease from: 

Percentage distribution 
Collection ratios XI 

Month ago Year ago Oct.'63 Sept.163 Oct,
162 Oct.163 Sept.'63 Oct. ' 62 

Charge 3 3 43 42 >; . 50 48 49 

Instalment~ 1 10. 57 58 56 < 18 17 17 

Department Store.Sales. 

Item 
Percentage increase. 
or decrease from: 

Pet'centagej distribution 

. Month ago , Year ago Oct. '63 ; Sept. 63 Oct. '62 

Total _9 
. 

100. ioo 100 

Cash 7 
• 0 

, " 40 
• 4 1 , 

41 

Charge 12 
- 2 

' 42 41 42 

Instalment 
. 8 ^ 

5 . .. 18 17 

lUXiCVt̂ UUO uui viv 
beginning of month. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - October 1963 

Sales by Type 

Percentage increase or decrease (r) 

I-

Federal 
Reserve 
District 

Total sales. Cash-sales. Charge-account 
sales 

- Instalment 
sales Federal 

Reserve 
District Month 

ago' ' 
Year 

. ago 
Month 
ago. 

Year 
• ago -

Month 
• ago 

Year 
ago 

-Month 
ago 

. Year 
. ago 

loston . 
New York 
Philadelphia 
Cleveland * 
Richmond 
Atlanta -
.Chicago 
St. Louis . 
-Minneapolis 
Kansas City 
Xallas • 
San Francisco 

0 
8 

• 3 
5 
12 
14 
io 
6 

18 
9 
13 
16 

-2 
0 
-6 
-1 
2 
2 

. 2 
-5 
-1 
-2 
1 

. 4 

- 3 
10 . 
3 
4 

- 6 
10 " 
6 

• 8 
. io ; 
li 
19 
13 

- -2 
-2 , 
-6 
o • 
-1 

1. " 
-3. 

• -1 • 
-2 
5 

.5 

1 
• 4 
2 , 

il 
16 . . 

. "22 . 
5. 

•26 
.7 "• . 

• 12 . 
23 

-5.. 
0 

-

2 

' 1 

5 
11 . 
2 

' 2 
16 
16 

14 
.19 . 
. 10 • 

6 
. 12 

6 
3 
-4 

i • 

8 
1 
3 
3 . * 
-5 
8 

Accounts Receivable, end of month 
Percentage increase or decrease (-) 

Federal Charge accounts , • Instalment 
Reserve Month : Year Month Year 

- District ^ a go c- a-£x>- ago ago 

Boston 5 . 0 4 
Few York 2 - 1 .2 21 
Philadelphia I - -4 -2 2 
Cleveland -1 . 0 -1 6 
'Richmond 8. 2 
Atlanta 4 - " i " -9 • 6 
Chicago 10 • 2 " 9 " 
St. Louis 3 . • -3 • 1 • 9r,:: 
Minneapolis ;.x6-v u -2 • 2 . 4 
Kansas City -l " 2 —1 • 3 
.Pallas • l • 5 • , ' -1- -7./. 
San Francisco P . 3 1 . ' 11 ' 
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