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DEPARTMENT" STORE [CREDIT - DECEMBER 19bl 

Instalment accounts receivable at reporting department' 
stores rose seasonally in December and were 8 per cent above a 
year, earlier. Collections on those accounts during December were 
16 per ccnt of outstandings at -the beginning of the month. 

- Charge accounts rccgivatle also rose seasonally and were 
little changed from a year earliei. Collections were 48 per cent 
of outstandings at the beginning of the month.., 

, Sales' volume showed the usual "sharp seasonal expansion 
in December, and was slightly higher than a^ear'ago. 

Changes in Department Store Soles and Accounts' Receivable 

Item 

Sales during month: Total 
Cash x 
Charge 
Instalment 

Accounts receivable, end of month; Charge 
1 Instalment. 

Percentage increase or 
. - decrease. -) from: 
Month" Year 

- ago - 3R0-

- 55 • 2. 
65. 3 

' 47 , - 2 
46 . 10 

.33 • 1. 
. 13 - 8 

Collection Ratios and Percentage Distribution of Sales 

I ten 
Dee; 
1961 

Nov. 
1961 

-jDec.-
^L960 

Collection ratios l/; Charge accounts 
Instalment-accounts , 

48 
16 

49 
17-

48 
15\ 

Percentage distribution of sales: Cash -
C harge 
, instalment 

^40 
15 

42 
. 42 

16 -

44 .. 
42 
14 

at beginning of month. 
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Sales .by type." 
Percentage increase- or decrease (-) 

Federal 
Reserve -
District' > 

.; Total; sal.es • Gash sales 
Charge-account 

' •sales -
. Instalment-

sales 
Federal 
Reserve -
District' > . Month 

• ago 
Year-
ago 

Month-
ago • 

• Year'-, 
ago. . 

Month : 
v.go 

- Year ' 
•' agb • 

• Month 
ago 

' Year 
ago 

Boston . 61 5 . 71. ; 6 .if 7 / 1 . 72 13. 
Mew York ' - 47 3 . % 'V . 2 ' 43 3 . 4 1 4 
Philadelphia 42 ' .5 .. 57 • 32 . 2 32 
•Cleveland 50 - 4 \ 6l : 6 ' . - 44 - - -5 46 : n.a. 
Richmond 58_ 2 - 75. 47 . : -2' ::: . 44 0 
Atlanta • " : , 65 - 3 . 81 ' . * • ' - 58 . , ' 1 . .49 •2 
Chicago ' • . 49 - 0 57 ' 0 • 41 • ' -4 : '38. 3 
-St .- Louis-. ; • 54 . . -2 71 , 4 . -48 . -8. . . 31 " 2 
Minneapolis- 61 -1 " •-72 1 58 -4- " 37 - -0 
Kansas Gity - - - -3 • - -76 -• 0 - '• 64- —5 . - 4 
Dallas 63 3 83 - 8 " ' 54 • -2 : 55 11 
San; Francis cb -. - 77 

" 1 
4 73' • - 0 . 67 14 

Accounts receivable, end of morithx':--
. Percentage increase or decrease (-) • 

Federal Charge accounts '' • Instalment 
Reserve Mpnth 1. : Year . Month, Year-
District ago ago' ' ago''; ago 

• - Boston — - - --<•32- / 1 . --, Q. 2 • - ;17- -- -
~ - New* York • • -33 ' -- " 3 ' l? " ..0 

..... - - •- Philadelphia - • - - - 26 — •• • 3 -11 • — - -
; - Cleveland 35 -8 15. n • 3, • 

/-v Richmond 33 1. . -10 1 
- - . . . / . — P L - - * ---" 3]̂  • 4 --•••15- ........2........ 
- . ' '.-Chicago 26; • - '1;-- r: '•9.1 • " -2- / 

•St. .Louis ,27- .1 18. - 2 ' . 
Minneapolis •39 v -• 7 11 . 5 

-•--Kansas City : -1 •• 10 :.. . : 11 . / •' 
* - -'Dallas .32' 3 13 ' 7 

• San Francisco - 45' ' -4 • 14 7 -

"n.a. —Not' available. 
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