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• DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - APRIL 19,6l ^ 

Instalment accounts receivable of reporting dopartnent; 
stores declined- slightly in April and at the month-ond were 2 per 
"cent above those of a year earlier.' The rate of repayment on 

. < accounts outstanding at the. beginning of the month was .approximately' 
the sane as for the first two- months of the year biit was "below the 
accelerated March rate. / " 

Choree accounts outstanding showed little change during 
• April. The decline' over the yqar-period was due, in part, to the 
differences in Easter dates. In April-charge accounts were col-
lected lees' rapidly than in the precfeding' month hut at about the 

• sane rate as in'the corresponding month of i960. ' • 

Department store sales- of all types, which are hot• 
adjusted for differences In business days, showed a post-Easter 
decline in April following a nonth of narked.increase. Declines 
were due principally to seasonal changes in' cash and charge-
account- sales. • Sales of all" types were below those of a year 
earlier. t ' < /" 

Changes in Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable 

It0B . . . 

Percentage change from 

It0B . . . • Month -| 
&ao " 

Year 
ago 

Sales during month: Total -IX- - -1-7 
Cash • ' -12 -17 . 
Charge - • -13 -19 ' 
Instalment • ' - 4 -10-

Accounts receivable, end of month: 'Charge - 1 - 4 
'Instalment - 2 

+ 2 

Collection Ratios and Percentage Distribution of Sales 

Item ' 
. -
Apr. 
1961 

1 
Mar. 
.1961 

Apr. 
I960 

Collection ratios l/: Charge accounts' ' 
Instalment- accounts 

; 44 
- .14 

4.9 
16 

44 
15 

Percentage distribution of sales':. ; Cash" 
• Charge . -

- Instalment • 

" 43 ̂  ' . 42 . 
. 43 

- « ' . 

43, 
x 4 / 

j/ Collections during month as a -percentage of accounts receivable -

at beginning of month. ' •' Digitized for FRASER 
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55FART:M;KT CT0K5 CR^lIT - APRIL I96I 

3uie3 by. type • " * . 
(percentage changes) 

;?e deral' 
- • Preserve . 
. District"-

Total sslus '' Cash sales 
["Charge -account -

slus , 
Instalment ' 
- • sales 

;?e deral' 
- • Preserve . 
. District"- Month • Year Month • Year Mouth 1 ' Year . Month Year 

ago ago - ago ago ! . ago. " | ago ago ag^ 

-10 -15 • -10 
1 - • , 
1 , -16 ! -19 - 1 . • - 3 

York y-l!+ -15 • -13 | -14 • -12 -1 -15 " -17 V -17 
-15 .; -19. -18' -19 -1.6 • ; .! -2J- ' - 6 ; " - 1 0 

yl:relanl - -13— -18 -1-5. - -18 •• -17 • -23. . - 6- 1 
Hichnend ' -11 -20 -1-5- -22 • -15 .-21 + 8 Wm3: 
-tlant% -14 ' ' ~ -18 -18. - -21.- • -15 " -15 • V-'. - 5 -li 

- 5 -17 - .6 -18 - 8 r -20 + 4* -10 
^0^15. -11 -20 - -12 ! • -12 " j -50. 0 • -17 

:,^-polis -10 -15 -11/ / ! -11 -1 .-18. - 4 
H". ^'-3\ -'±77 -10 -15 -12 J, " -ID - 9 •-15 - . . 0 -11 

. -12 -14 -14 -i5 . -16^ 
- 1 6 

t" 
San Francisco 

+ 
-10 - 9 -10. -rH 

i " l 6 

' + 3 ' + 2 

Accounts receivable, end of'month 
(lercentage changes) • 

Federal Jr.a r̂ :e accounts .Ins talnent 
•- Reserve Month-- ! Year. 

• r gi \ ago.' 
• Month Year 

District 
Month-- ! Year. 
• r gi \ ago.' j ago ago 

- Boston . ' .: 0 . 
! 
I - +2 : ! • 0 - +18 

New York - 2 • i - 3 • i - 3 - 3 
.rhiladeIphia -5" ! - +2 - 3 
ClevelanI -1 - • - a ! -i 
Richmond. -1 0 ' i - -2- + 1 
Atlenta fl - 6 ! • ' -+1- " v +.:fe 
Chicago | -2. .. + 3 
•St. Louis -6 . + 3 • 
Minneapolis . -6 . . - 3 + i o : 
.Kansas City +1' ' +7". -1 +13. 
• Dallas -1-' ••! -1 - 3 . + -8 
San Francisco +1 •- i -5 -2. '•' + 4'' 
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