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DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT -DECEMBER 1959 

I n s t a l m e n t account r e c e i v a b l e s a t department s t o r e s 
i n c r e a s e d 13 p e r c e n t du r ing December and were 17 p e r cen t above 
s yea r ago. C o l l e c t i o n s on i n s t a l m e n t accounts were 15 p e r cen t . . 
of o u t s t a n d i n g s a t t h e "beginning of the month. 

Charge account r e c e i v a b l e s i n c r e a s e d 34 p e r cen t dur ing 
December and were 6 p e r c e n t atiove, a ye a r ago. About 47 p e r c e n t 
of the amount of charge account r e c e i v a b l e s o u t s t a n d i n g a t t he 
beg inn ing of t h e month were c o l l e c t e d du r ing December. 

T o t a l s a l e s a t r e p o r t i n g s t o r e s were 62 p e r cen t above 
November and 2 p e r cen t above a yea r e a r l i e r . ' 

Changes i n Department S t o r e S a l e s and Accounts Rece ivab le 

| Pe rcen tage change from 
I t em Month Year 

ago 

S a l e s du r ing month: T o t a l • +62 • : . : + ' 2 
Cash ' +70 + 1 
Charge . +58 . 0 
I n s t a l m e n t +53 + 9 

Accounts r ece ivab le^ end of month: 'Charge +34 + 6 
' . I n s t a l m e n t +13 = +17 

C o l l e c t i o n R a t i o s and P e r c e n t a g e D i s t r i b u t i o n of S a l e s 

. I t em . : Dec. 
1959 

Nov. 
1959 

Dec. 
1958 

C o l l e c t i o n r a t i o s l / : Charge accounts 47 . 48 4 9 
I n s t a l m e n t accoun ts - ID ' 1$ .15" 

Pe rcen t age d i s t r i b u t i o n " o f ; s a l e s : Cash 44- 43 44 
Charge 42 42 ; 43 
I n s t a l m e n t 14 15 13 

: l / C o l l e c t i o n s dur ing month a s a pe rcen t age of accounts r e c e i v a b l e 
a t beg inn ing of month. 
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• Sales by t; -dg 
(Percentage changes) 

To ta l s a l e s 
Char Re--account Ins ta lment 

Federa l To ta l s a l e s Cash s a l e s s a l e s s a l e s 
ResL.r/e Year I io nth Year Month Year Month Year 
D i s t r i c t ! ago ago ago ' ago ' ago ago • 

Eos ton + 76 + 5 + 83 "+5. + 71 ' + l i . + 68 + 10 
lie:; York +56 + 2 + 59 - + 2 + 56 + 2 + lr7 + 6 
F h i l : : l c l : h i a + 51i + 1 + 69 . ' +1 + L7 .0 - + 36 + 7 

+ 3 • + 7U . + 3 + 56 . + 1 + 60 + 10 
+ 68 +1 +82 + 1 + 66 - 1 + \i6 + *6 

At lan ta + 72 + 5 + 73 *5 + 70 *h + 62 + 10. 
Chic a o + 53 - 1 + 57 -2. + 50 -3 + 1:3 + 8 

•St. Louis + 56 0 +6? -U + 5o + 1 + 1-8 • + 5. 
Mlnneagolis + 71 + 3 , + 57 + 3 . +72 + 2 + i»3 + 5 
Kansas City + 72 + 2 + 81: + 1 + 6ii • + r + 53 + 11 
D a 11 as + 65 + 5 + 79 +-U + 59 +i + 55 + 20 
San Francisco + 73 + U + 88 +6 + 69 -2 + 76 + 13 

U. s". To ta l + 62 + 2 + 70* + 1 ' + 53 . 0 + 53 + 9 

Accounts r ece ivab le , end of nonth 
(Percentage changes) 

Federa l Charge accounts Ins ta lment 
Reserve Mo nth Year Month Year 
D i s t r i c t ago a-o ago 

Boston + 30 + 5 + 12 * 3 
vie:: York + 37 + 9 + 12 + 15 
Phi lade lphia + 31 - 1 + 8 + h 
Cleveland + 38" + 9 + 11 . + 9 
Ricbgoad + 3h • + 1 • + 11 + 6 
At lan ta + 32 +a + 1U + 8 
Chicago + 27 + 6 + 9 + 10 
S t . Louis + 21 + 6 + 9 + 6 
Minneapolis + 38 0 + 8 • + 16 
Kansas "City + 36 + 2 + lh + 7 
Dal las + 32 +n + 13 + 13 
San Francisco + 13 + 3 + 17 . +19' 

U. S. t o t a l + 31 • +6 + 13 + 17 
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