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DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - MARCH 1959 

Ins ta lment accounts outs tanding a t department s t o r e s 
decl ined 2 per cant during March and a t the month-end were 3 per 
cent above a year ago. Ins ta lment c o l l e c t i o n s were l 6 per cent 
of f i r s t - o f - m o n t h balances . ' 

Charge account r ece ivab le s decreased-5 per cent during 
the month and were 6 per cent above a year ago. Col lec t ions 
amounted to. 48 per cent of outs tanding balances a t the beginning 
of the month. 

Tota l s a l e s a t r epo r t i ng department s t o r e s were 29 per 
cent above the February l e v e l , r e f l e c t i n g seasonal v a r i a t i o n , in -
cluding Eas t e r , and a d d i t i o n a l t r ad ing days. Compared with a year 
ago" t o t a l s a l e s were up 5 per cen t . 

in Department Store Sa les and Accounts Receivable 

I tem 
Percentage change from: 

Item Month 
' ago • 

j Year 
1 ago 

Sales' during month: To ta l ' +29 j ' +5 
Gash .• +30 +2 
Charge. •• • 1 +31 +5 
Ins ta lment +18 | . +9 

Accounts r ece ivab le . end of-month: Charge• 1 - 5 • I > 6 
Ins ta lment j - 2 . 

I " ' + 3 

Col lec t ion Rat ios and Percentage D i s t r i b u t i o n of Sa les 

i Mar. • | Feb. j Mar. 
j 1 9 5 9 i 1 9 5 9 1 9 5 8 

Col lec t ion r a t i o s l / : Charge-accounts. j 48 jf ' 46 j 49 
Ins ta lment accounts j v 16 j 15 1 15 

' I "• •;•} I • 
Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n of s a l e s : Cash 43 I : " 43 . j 43 

• Charge . - 43 j 43 i 43 -
• Ins ta lment 14 ; ' 14 j • 14 

l / Co l lec t ions during znonth as a percentage of accounts r ece ivab le a t 
beginning of month. [ —-
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DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - MARCE 1959 

Sales by type 
(Percentage changes) 

f e d e r a l . . Tota l s a l e s i Cash s a l e s s a l e s | s a l e s 
Reserve Month Y e a r | Month | Year Month Year j Month j Year 

ago i BRO| ago . ago . . a g o ago | ago . .1 a«o i 

1 

i 
+ 4 j +32 

1 
I + 3 ! +41 j + 6 j + 7 | + 1 

New York i +2? - 2 i +27 1 - 5 j +34 j + 2 1 +25 I + 6 
Ph i l ade lph ia +34 + 6 | +36 i + 6 +36 j + V 1 +23. | + 9 
Cleveland +25 1 + 6 | +26 1 + 7 ! +29 j + 5 | + 2 j + 9 
Richmond +32 | . +10 ! +38 i + i i ! +34 i + 8 i +16 | +11 
At lan ta +37 j +10 j +38 i + i i +40 j +10 : +27 1 + 5 
Chicago +31 | + 1 ! +31 i - 3 +29 1 + 2 | +34 | +13 
S t . Louis +25 j + 9 i +28 1 +10 +25 I + ^ | +13 i + 9 
Minneapolis +23 | + 5 1 +34 j + 8 I +20 | + 3 | + 2 1 + 4 
Kansas Ci ty , +26 - + 3 i +24 i o ! +29 i + 5 : +22 | +10 
D a l l a s . "j +31 j + 8 j +33 i + 9 ! +35. j +11 i +17 j - 2 • 
San Francisco | +25 | +13 1 +26 I +13 | +32 j . + 9 | +10 | +22 

U . S . Tota l -j + 2 9 I + 5 j +30 ^ 1 + 2 1 +31 | + 5 +18 + 9 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e . end of month 
(Percentage changes) 

Federa l j C h a r g e accounts . Ins ta lment 
R e s e r v e j Month | Year Month Year 
D i s t r i c t • j a g o 1 a g o a g q _ . _ a g o 

I 
Boston j -10 u -4 - 2 
N e w York j - 2 1 + 4 - 1 +13 
Ph i l ade lph ia j - 3 i + 8 -3 - 3 
Cleveland ] - 3 j + 5 1 -2 + 6 
Richmond j - 2 i + 4 = - 2 + 4 
At lan ta | - 5 i + 1 -2 + 4 
Chicago ' j - 8 J + 6 -3 + 2 
S t . Louis | - 6 i +10- -4 + 3 
Minneapolis | - 6 i + 4 . +4 - 3 
Kansas Ci ty j 2 i + 6 0 + 2 
Dal las - 2 i + 9 -3 - 6 
San Francisco j 

j 
- 8 +11 -3 + 8 

U. S. Tota l j - 5 + 6 -2 + 3 

G . l ? 
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