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DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - FEBRUARY 1959. 

^netelment; aecotots .outstanding at department stores 
declined 3 per cent during February and at the month-end were 4 
per cent above a year ago._Instalment co l l ec t ions amounted, to . 
15 per cent of f irst-of-month "balances. . 

- . Charge-account receivables decreased 16 per cent during 
February and werd 6 per cent above a year ago. = Collect ions :amounted 
to 46 per cent of outstanding balances a t the beginning of the month. 

Total sa les at reporting department'stores were' 9 per cent 
below the January l e v e l and were 10 per cent above a year ago, re-
f l e c t i n g .increases iii both cash and credit s a l e s . 

• Changes in Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable 

Percentage 'change from: 
Item Month Year . 

- ago ago ' 

Sales during month: Total - 9 - +10 
Cash ' ; • • . ' -11 :+ 8 
Charge - 3 +11 

- Instalment... +15 

Accounts receivable, end of month: Charge' "1^- + 6 
• - . * —• Instalment. + 4 

Col lect ion Ratios and'Percentage Distribution of Sales 

. Item -
Feb. 'Jan: Feb. . Item - 1959 . 1959 1958 

Col lect ion rat ios l / : Charge accounts • 46.': 47. 44 
Instalment accounts " 15 ' . ; i5 ' 14 

Percentage dis tr ibut ion of sale's: Cash '43 ' ' 44 44 
Charge. ,43 41 42 
Instalment 14 ' 15 14 

1/ Collections during month,as a percentage of accounts receivable a t 
beginning of month. ' 
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DEPARTIST-STORE CREDIT - February 1959 

Sales by type 
(Percentage changes.) 

Charge-e ccount Tnsta 
Federal Total sa les • Cash sales . sa les sa les 
•Reserve Month . Year Month Year Month Year Month Year 
D i s t r i c t ago . ago ago ago ago 

-16 + 9 -15 + 7" -lit + 12 -33 + 9 
'.T • ZT -16 • 8 -15 + ii -16 + 10 -18 + 17 

Prj-j.-aaej.phi a' - h . + 16 ! - o + 15 + 1 + 17 - Ih + 16 
- 3 + 12 - ' 6 + 12 o" + 11 - 5 + 13 
- 5 • + 17 • -23 + 16 + 3 1 ' + 18 • - 1 7 ' + 18 

+ 12 - 6 + 9 -12 + 9 -10 + 28 
- 9 + 8 - 7 + 5 . •- 1 • 8 -16 + lh 

S^.-.i_ouis - 3 + 12 - 5 + 8 0 + 15 -12 + 11 
+ 1 i + 9 - a •+ o + 3 + 10 + 6 + 12 
-10 + 6 -12 + 5 - 8 + 6 -11 + 8 

Dr.llas -15 + 9 -15 + 10 -12 + 9 -25 • 6 
San Frar.ciseo -15 + 12 -16 + i i -10 -10 -22 + 17 

- 9 •10 
1 

-11 + 3 - 3 + 11 -15 . +15 

Accounts rece ivable , end of month 
(Percentage changes) 

Federal < Charge accounts Instalment 
Reserve Mo nth Year • Month Year 
D i s t r i c t ago ago a so ago 

Boston -17 + 8 -2 + 1 
Mew .Yo rk; -16 0 -3 + lh 
Phi ladelphia -13 + 11 -ii 2 
Cleveland -ll i • + 6 -3 + h 
Richmond - 1 5 . + 1 + 2 + h 
Atlanta - i h ' - 1 0 • 5 
Chicago -21 ' + 1 -6 . + 2 
St . Louis -12 + 7 - 1 . • 3 
Minneapolis -12 • 6 -2 + 19 
Kansas City - l l i * + 2 -3 •0 
Dallas -17 + 12 -3 - 6 
San Francisco -16 + 13 -a. .+ 6 

U. S . .To ta l - IS + 6 -3 + h 
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