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DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - JANUARY 1959 v -

Instalment accounts outstanding at department stores wore un- . 
changed during January and at the month-end were about 3 per cent above 
a-year ago. Instalment collections amounted, to 15 per cent of first-
o f-month balances. 

Charge account receivables'decreased 17 per cent during 
January and were it per cent above a year ago. About h7 per cent of 
the dollar amount outstanding at the beginning of the month was paid , 
off during the month.> 

Total sales at- reporting department stores were down 59 per 
cent from the previous month reflecting decreases in both cash and 
credit sales. Compared with January of last year total sales were up 
2 per cent. ; • 

Changes in Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable 

Percentage, change from: 
Item Month Year 

ago 

• Sales during month; Total ' -59 ' , +2 
Cash -6l + 2 
Charge -62 •1 
Instalment - -L8 + 8 -

Accounts receivable, end of month: Charge -17 
Instalment • 0 + 3 

Collection Ratios and Percentage Distribution of Sales 

Item : Jan. 
1959 

' Dec. 
19^8 j 1958 

Collection ratios 1/: Charge accounts h7 h9 • h6 
Instalment accounts 15 . .15 . i lh 

Percentage distribution of sales: Cash a ' ' Lb • hh 
Charge j hi h3 h2 
Instalment 15 • 13 lh 

.1/ Collections during month as a percentage of accounts receivable at 
beginning of month. 1 
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DEPART::"'! STOP: CP-FIT - 11.,'RCP 1?5? 

Sales by type 
(Percentage'changes) 

i Charge-account j Instalment 
Federal Total sales Cash e ; ? le s 'sales • sales 

hon-cn i -ear i .0 nth ](ear Month i Year Mo nun Year 
. District - ' ago aro ago ago ago ago a^o ago 

5os:,n -60 + 5 -63 > 5 -62 +u -38 + 6 
::eu York -55 + 1 -56 - 2 ' -55 + h -hS + 10 
Philadelphia - -62 + 5 -6? + 2 -63 +6 -5o + 8 
Cleveland -61 - 3 -63 - 1 -62 -5 -5U + 2 
Pichr.ond -62 + 9 -58 + 11 • -7h + 5 -!il - 8 
-tla.nta -60 + 9 -63 + 9 -59 + 2 -55 + 2k 
: hie a go - -60 - 1 -52 - 3 ' -62 -2 -51 <• 5 
St. Lo :is -55 + 2 -61 ' - 1 -63 + 2 -32 + 12 
::in.neap:lis -59 0 -62 0 . -59 0 -50 - 5 
•Cansas Ci-y'. -55 -, + 1 -60 ' + 3 -58 0 -ii3 + 1 
r 'j 11:.3 -5h • 7 -s6 • + 11 -57 . + 6 • -35 + 6 
^an- Francisco -57 + 12 -?? + 12 : -61 + 7 • -L3 + 20 

" U.S. Total -59 • 2 -61 ! 
. i 

+ 2 

1 
-62 + 1 + 8 

Accounts receivable, .end of month 
(Percentage chances) . 

- Federal. Charge ac icounts I nstalment 
deserve . Month Year Month Year 
District ago ago ago ago 

Boston ' 0 ' : : +u. . +5 - 3 
Rev: York -17 1 ! "2 + 1 -lit 
Philadelphia -15 j + 3 -2 0 
Cleveland -22 - + 3 . -3 + 6 
Richmond -21 1 + 2 0 + '3 
Atlanta -11: | -1 -5 + 6 
Chicago - 5 • . 0 + 3 + 3 
St. Louis -?u . ! + 9 -1 - 1 
"'innescolis 

' -2" ' ! 
+ 3 ' -6 -13 

Kensss City - 3 3 • i -3 -6 1 
Dallas -20 1 + 6 ' -2 . - 6 
San Francisco 

j 
- +1 + 3 - + 8 

U. S. Total j -17 | • + U i 
i 

0 + 3 
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