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Instalment aécounts outstanding at dcp‘artmcnt stores were un-.
changed during January and at the month-end were about 3 per cent above
a-year ago. Instalment collectmns amounted. to 15 ver cent of first-

of-month balances.

‘Charge account receivables decreased 17 per cent dur:mg

January and-were L per cent above a year apo. AbSut h'Z per cent of
the dollar amount outstanding at the besinning of the month was paid

off during the month.#

Total sales at- reportirg department stores were down 59_2391‘

cent from the previous month reflecting decreases in both cash and
credit sales. Compared with January of last year total szles were
2 per cent, T .

Changes in Depar’tm(_aht Store Salcs and Jccounts Receivable

up P

Percentage change from:

Item ) : ~ Month Year
- . amo ago
‘Sales during month: Total - R +2
Cash E g -61 +2
Charge i =62 _ - +1
Instalment : - -L8 +8 -
hccounts receivable, end of month: Charge C-17 +
Instalment . 0 +3
Collection Ratios and Percentage Distﬁbution of Sales
: - Jazn. | = Dec. Japn.
Item ; _uan
- 1959 1958 | 11958
Collection ratios 1/t Charge accounts - - 117 b9 L6
Instalment accounts 15 A5 | L
Percentage distribution of sales: cash . L bl Lk
o Charge sl L3 L2
[nstalment . 5 |- 13 1L
1/ Collections during Tonth as & nercentage of .accounts. receivable at

= beginning of month. ) .
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