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DEPARTMENT-STORE CRFHT - JULY 1958 

Instalment accounts outstanding at_department stores de-
clined 1 per cent during July but at the month-end were 2 per cent 
above the year ago. Collections on instalment accounts in July were 
lh per cent of. first-of-month balances, 1 point below a month ago 
and a year ago. 

Charge account receivables decreased 7 per cent during July; 
month and balances, however, were about the same as a year ago. Col-
lections amounted to L8 per cent of first-of-month balances. 

Total sales at reporting department stores were 8 per cent 
below the previous month, reflecting decreases in both cash and 
credit sales. Total sales were up 2 per cent above those of July 
1957. . 

Changes in Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable 

Percentage change from: 
Month r Year 
.ago . ago 

- 8 + 2 
- 8 • 0 
-10 . + 2 

- 3 *h 

- 7 0 
- 1 + 2 

Sales during month: Total 
Cash 
Charge . , . 
Instalment 

Accounts receivable, end of month: Charge 
Instalment 

Collection Ratios and Percentage Distribution of Sales 

Item . 
July 
1 9 5 8 

June 
1 9 5 # , 

July 

1 9 5 7 

Collection ratios l/: Charge accounts 1 8 hi hS 
~~ Instalment accounts l U . • ' 1 5 1 5 

Percentage distribution of sales: Cash . hh hh L i t 
• Charge lt2 h2 h2 
• Instalment 

/ P a 1 1 v n r * 4 * W < i r » A Q r r C a T * 

1 U l U 

p o f t n ".to 

lh-

beginning of month. 
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DEPARTI-EKI Si GEE CREDIT - JULY 1958 

Sales by type 
(Percentage changes) 

C h a r g e - a c c o u n t I n s t a l m e n t . 

F e d e r a l T o t a l s a l e s C a s h s a l e s s a l e s s a l e 

. . R e s e r v e M o n t h Year . M o n t h Y e a r Month Year M o n t h ' Y e a r 

D i s t r i c t .ago ago . a.co ... age ...ago . ego , 1 a%o a%o 

" r - 1 7 + 1 1 ! - 1 4 + 7 - 2 2 + 1 4 - 1 0 + 1 2 

- 1 6 + 3 ! "l8 0 - 2 3 + 3 - 8 + 1 5 

I p h i a + 5 - 1 3 + 1 . - 1 8 i + 9 - 1 + 6 

n d | 5 - 0 1 0 - 2 - 1 1 + 1 + 5 + 3 

F d ' ' ! - 5 + 4 + 2 > 6 - 6 - i - + 7 - 4 + 2 

' * P • ; 
+ 5 i 0 ! + 6 -~y + 1 3 1 1 ' + 6 - 9 - 3 

- 6 - 1 i ! " 9 3 - 9 . j : + 1 - 5 - . 6 
c i s - : - 7 - 1 i - 5 - 3 - 1 1 j + 1 + 3 0 

2 l i 3 ; - 1 0 - 1 - 5 - 3 • ' ---5 ! 0 ; - 1 3 + 2 
C 1 " c y ; + 4 + 6 + . 9 ' . + 7 1 - 2 • | + 6 j + 3 + 1 

D a l l a s , + 7 - 1 + 6 0 i + 8 j + 3 | + 5 - 1 2 

San Francisco , - 1 - 2 - 2 j + 1 1 - 8 j 0 +21 

j. 5. Total ! 

: 

- 6 + 2 

- ' 

- 8 j • 0 ; 

, : 

- 1 0 ! + s i 
' 3 + 4 

Accounts receivaol 
(Percentage 

, end of month 
changes) 

Federal 
Reserve 

_Dlglric^_ 

Boston 
New York 
Philadelphia 
Cleveland 
Richmond 
Atlanta 
Chicago 
St. Louis 
Minneapolis 
Kansas City 
Dallas 
San Francisco 

IT. S. Total 

Char."e accounts 
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