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DEPARTMENT. STORE CREDIT - APRIL 19^8 ' 

Instalment accounts outstanding at department stores 
declined 4 per cent during April but were 1 per cent above the 
year ago level. The instalment, collection ratio, at 14 per cent 
was down 1 point from the previous month. 

Charge accounts receivable increased 1 per cent during , 
April, somewhat less than seasonally, and were 2 per cent below 
the year ago level. Collections on charge accounts amounted to 
46 per cent of first-of-month balances as•compared with 49 per 
cent a month ago ynd 4$ per cent a year ago. . 

The total of cash and credit sales at reporting depart-
ment stores was 1 per cent above the previous month and 8 per cent 
below a year ago. • -

Change's in Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable • 

Item 
i Percentage change from: 
j Month j — Year 
! . ago . | . ' ago 

Sales during month: Total • " +1 ' ! -8. 
Cash • -1 -9 * 
Charge' +2 -7 
Instalment +4 -4 

Accounts receivable, end of month; Charge +1 .•0 

. Instalment j 
, . . - - i 

• . -4 „ 
1 . 

+1 

Collection Ratios^ and Percentage Distribution of Sales 

Item , 
i April 

19^8 
March 
1958 

April 
1957 

Collection ratios 1/: Charge accounts | 46 49 ' 45 
' Instalment accounts 14 15 15 

Percentage distribution of sales: Cash 43 ; ' 43 44 
Charge, 44 43 43 
Instalment 13 

-i 
14 13 

l/ Collections during month as a percentage'.of accounts receivable at 
beginning of month. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - APRIL 19;8 

Sales by type 
(Percentage changes) 

• i i i Charge-account Instalment 
federal : 'i'Otal: Cash s ales sales i sales 
Beserve Month , Year ; Month , Year , Month ; Year- Month Year 
"District _&ZO_J ago I azo ! ago a^o : ..%0_ a^o _G30 

Eos Ton ' +k ! • - 6 ! +U : - 7 . +3 - i - v 
• 

+ 6 
i 
i - 7 

• V.e\; York -3 ; - 7 , ' "L) ; -•9 ; +4 j -"5 - 8' ! - o 
Philadelphia 4-1 - k -1 ; - 5 i 1 +2 i - 3 + 5 j - 4 
Cleveland + 1 ' ' - 9 | -1 -12 +1 i " ̂  ; " + 4 i - 5 
Richmond' +5 | -10 , +3 .: -15 +2 i -10 -r +20 I - 5 

0 . - 7 , -10' +1 1 - 7 1 + 2 i + 2 
. 0 ! - 8 , -3 " : - 7 ;• • o . - 6 ! -+13 1 -10 

+i - 9 : +1 • : ,-12 j - 6 i ~ 3 i "12 
n: e^%olis ! -2 i - 7 : +i : - 6 • ; . - 7 ; -io i - 5 

lansa.i City ' +i i - 5 , -i 1 : +3 i - > ; o- . 1 + 1 
Pallas . -k : - 4 ; -6 ; - 7 j ; -2 - o i ' 5 i " 2 

fan Francisco -9 ; - 7 ! +7 ' ; - 6 ! +> . ' -13 ; +16 j + 1° 

"-U. S. Total +1 ; - 5 : -i • . • ' " ? +£* i " 7 j + V ! - 4 

Accounts receivable. end of month 
(Percentage.changes) . 

Reserve , Month j Year j Month Year 
District ego j ego ; 

Boston ; +i i - 2 ; • - 3 -7 
Kev York 0 : - 1 : - 8 +U 
Philadelphia 1 +1 • | : 5' ; - 1 -1 
Cleveland j ; - 3 j -11 -1 
Richmond 1 o j - 2 ; - 1 +7 ' . 
Atlanta j -4 . ; . - ) ' i . - 4 -2 
Chicago i 0 : - 3 i 2. -1 
St. Levis -l* 1 . - 3 1 - 1 +2 
Minneapolis : +3. : • + 2 . j - 4 • -6 
"Kansas City : +2: , - 1 ; . - • 2 | -3 
Dallas i 0 ! - i s - 3 | " -3 
San Francisco 1 +7 , -11.1 - 2' ; +9 . 

U. S. Total : ; - 2 | | +i 
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