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DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT — JANUARY 1958

Instalment accounts outstanding at .department stores declined’
1 per cent in January, when some decrease is usual, but continued above
the year-ago level. The January instalment collection ratio, 1k per
cent, was 1 point below that for-both a month ago and a year ago.,

- Charge accounts receivable declined seasonally in January,
but at the end of the month were unchanged from the level of a year
earlier. Collections on charge accounts amounted to L6 per cent of .
first-of-ronth balances, as compared mth b" per cent a month ago and

LS per cent a-year ago.

Both cash and.credit sales at reporting department stores
wvere down from December to January. Compared with January last year,
cesh and charge-account sales were down 2 per.cent, and instalment -

"szles up b per cent.

Changss in Department Stqre Salgs and fccounts Receivable

Percentage change from:’

. Dec. 1957 Jan. 1957
Item - . T 1o - : to
) Jan. 1958  ° | Jan, 1958
" Sales during month: Total o ‘ -57. -1
. Cash : . -59 ] -2 .
Charge o =58 ~2
Instalment _ L7 +)y-
iccounts receivable, end of month: Charge = * =17 0
. " Instalment|’ =1 B

Collection Ratios and Percentage Digtribution of Sales

C Jan., Dec, - Jan.
Ttem v . hoss | 1957 1957
Collection ratios E/ Charge accounts ‘ L6 L7 L5
Instalment accounts 1L 5 15 .
Percentace distribution of sales: Cash . Ll Lhs Ll
Charge k2 L3 L2
Instalment |1L . 12 - i

I/Collections during month as a percentage of accoun’cs recalmble at

beginning of month,
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Szles by type
(Percentare changes)
R Charge-account Instalmeat
l sales seles
i d Dec, 157 [ Jan. 157 {Dec. 157 jdJan.'57
) , Cto p to to to
| l Jon. 'S8 !Jan, 'S8 jJan.!'58 | Jan. 158
= i 1 1
-5 b3 1 =60 +5 -8 | +6
S -6 -5 -5 L7 | e 3
e -3 -60 -5 -Lg -2
B A S S -3 -56 0 -51 +13
-g5 i o+l “2 -67 -k -lo 7
-61 -4 -7 -0 -1 -57 -2
-57 o | - 0 -£9 0 -lg -2
56 | o | S L e -38 0
-56 0 -2 =55 ¢] A + 6
=57 1 1 i -1} =58 0 -36 +17
“hooroe3z | #11-g6 +3 SER I
57 -5 s P -7 -L6 0
i i ' :
=57 -1 = =2 1 -53 -2 -L7 + L
: ; H .
~ccounts receiveble; end of month
(Pcrecentage chauges)
Charge accounts Instzlment
Federal T Uece 't Jan.'57 !Lec.!'S57 | Jan,'57
Reserve ! to to to ts
p Listrict P Jona 1538 (Jan. 'S8 !Jan.'SS5 ! Jan. 158
Boston i =10 +7 +6 -3
HNew York i -19 +3 [ + 3
Philadelphia | .19 -3 o3 + 3
- Cleveland [ +2 b 0
< ° -Hichmond T -2 0 +13
itlenta | -13 C o+ _6 -3
Chicago R | fa} +1 +3
St. Louis I -23 -l * -3 + 5
Finneapolis i =27 +1 {5 + ]y
Kansas City 1 .19 P -5
- Dellas |' 22 -2 -3 + 1
San Francisco : 21 ) +1 +.3
|
J. S. Total | -17 0 -1 + 7
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