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DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - DECEMBER 1957 

Instalment accounts outstanding at department stores increased 
15 per cent in December, and at the month-end were 9 per cent above the 
year-a^o level. The ratio' of collections to accounts receivable at the 
beginning of the month remained at 15 per cent, 1 point above a year 
earlier. / 

Charge accounts receivable increased about a third in December, 
reflecting a seasonal expansion, but continued below a year ago. The 
charge-account collection ratio declined 1 point to bl per cent, as com-
pared with US per cent in December 1956. 

Sales of all types at reporting department stores increased 
sharply from November to December. Cash sales were slightly less than 
a year agp while credit sales were .above'the December, 1956 volume. 

Changes in Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable 

Percentage change from: 

Item Nov. 1957, 
to 

Dec. 1957 

|Dec. 1956 
to ' •" 

Dec. 1957 

Sales during month: Total 1 + 51 0 
Cash f; + 57 -1 
Charge j + 50,. + 1 
Instalment 

• j 
+ L0 + 7 

Account's receivable, end of month: Charge j + 33 -2 
Instalment 1 + 15 + 9 

Collection Ratios and Percentage Distribution of Sales 

Item Dec. 
1957 

Nov. 
1957 

Dec. 
1956 

Collection ratios 1/: Charge accounts U7 U8 . • U5. 
Instalment accounts 15 15 , Ik 

Percentage distribution of sales:' Cash • 1*5 M • US 
Charge h3 . h3 U'3 
Instalment j ! :12 13 11 

1/ Collections during month as a percentage* of accounts receivable at 
beginning of month. 
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Sales by type 
(Percentage changes) 

Total ssies 
account, • ins -a-L,:.ent 

rederal- Total ssies Cash sales sales 
Nov. '57 Eec.'56 Nov.'57. Dec.'56 Nov. .'57 Tec. '56 Nov. '57 Dec.'56 

District to to to to to to to to 
:ec.'57 Dec.'57 Dec.'57 Eec.'57 Dec.'57 Dec.'57 Dec.'57 -Dec.'57 

+ 6g + 7 4-68" + 7 . +56 + 9 + 58 + 5 
• i ' r - U ' + 18 -2 + 51 : -3 + L? -2' + 35 0 

- :1a : +12 + 2 + 51 + 3 + 35 + 1 + 26 0 
Cl.veland. ' 51 + 6 + 5'y + U +16 *3 + L6 + 18 
Ri cnrond + 55 + 1 + 60 . -3 + 56 + 3 + 58 + 6 
AtJ'anta ' - +58 0 ' +f'0 -3 + ol + u + 33 + 2 

+ 17 -2 + 50 -3 • +51 + 1 + 50 - 1 
+ Ly + 1 + 51: -1 + i.y + 2 + 32 + 5 

lis + 6l + 2 + v7. 0* + 57 + 3 + 50 + 11 
-y + 62 0 + 6 6 . -3 + 62 + 1 + Jy + 18 

+ 5"' + 1. + 6- 0 + 55 . -1 + 50 + 15 
r _sco + 59 -3 + z8 -3 + 53- ' -8. + z0 + 12 

u. :o%,al + 5-1 0 *57 ' -1 . + 50 + 1 + 6o + 7 

Accounts receivable, end of month 
(Percentage changes) 

Charge accounts. ; Instalment 
Federal Nov. ' 57 Dec.'56 ' Nov.'57 Dec.'56 
Reserve to " to to to 
District :cc.,57 Dec.'57 Dec.'57 Dec.'57 

Eoston + Lo -3' + 10 -10. 
New York + 32 + 5- + 1U + 11 
Philadelphia + 2/ . -3 + 7 . - 2 . 
.Cleveland + 85 -2 . +35 - 1 
Richmond + 82 - • + ! + 11 i i + 9 
Atlanta , + 86 0 + 16 . - 2 
Chicago- + 80 -3 + -8 1 - 1 
St. Louis + 26 ' . -h + 8 + 10 
Minneapolis ; + 35 • + 2 + 7 + 10 
Kansas City + 37 . +2 + 10 . - 6 
Dal] as ; + 81 -3 • +10 + 3 
Sen rrar:cisco ! + L o • -6 + 13 + 13. 

U. S. Total + 33 -2 + 15 i + 9 
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