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DEPARTMENT STOT&f CREDIT NOVEMBER 1957 

Ins ta lment accounts outs tanding a t department s to re s increased 
3 per ccnt i n November, and at the month-end were 5 per cent above the 
yesr-rgo l e v e l . The c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o on ins ta lment accounts continued 
at 15 per cen t , 1 po in t below t h a t f o r November 1956. . ^ 

Charge accounts rece ivable were.up 7 per cent from the preceding 
month-end, but were 2 per cent smaller than a year ago. Col lec t ions 
during Nov ember amounted to h'8 per cent of f i r s t - o f - m o nth balances , 1 
point above both a month ago and a ' yea r ago. 

To ta l s a l e s a t r epor t ing department s t o r e s inc reased f u r t h e r 
i n November but continued below the year-ago volume. The year-ago 
comparison r e f l e c t e d moderate dec l ines i n cash arid charge-account s a l e s , 
and a s l i g h t inc rease in ins ta lment s a l e s . 

Changes i n Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable 

percentage change from: -

Item Oct. 1957 * 
to 

Nov. 1957 

Nov. 1956 
to 

Nov. 1957 

Sales during month: To ta l + 15 - 5 
Cash >18 - 5 
Charge + 13 -7 
Instalment- + 10 +U 

Accounts r ece ivab le , end of month: Charge + 7 . -2 
Ins ta lment ' + 3 - ; +5 

Col lec t ion Rat ios and Percentage D i s t r i b u t i o n of Sales 

. I tem Nov. 
1957 

Oct. 
1957 

Nov. 
1956 

Col lec t ion r a t i o s l / ; -Charge accounts 18 k7. hi . 

Ins ta lment accounts • 15 15 16 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n of s a l e s : Cash a Uh 
Charge . U3 a ; hh 
Ins ta lment 13 - 1 3 . ; 12 

l7~CoInactions during month as a percentage of accounts rece ivab le a t 
beginning of month. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - NOVEMBER 1957 

Sales by type 
(Percentage changes) . 

; i Charge-account j Ins ta lment 
Federa l i___ Tota l sa les < Cash sa l e s ' 1 aalea I galea 
Recerva jOct. '5Y , Nov. '5b , Oct. '57 Nov, '5b j Oct. '5Y j ffov. '56 j Oct. '5^"| Nov. '$6 
D i s t r i c t : to ; ' to ; to ' to j . to ' j to ! to" to 

'57 . lie7. '57 ; Nov. '57 ; Nov. '57 I Nov. '57 i Nov. '57 ' Nov. '57 ' Nov. '57 

Poston. j - r i d ; -2 1 + 2 4 I Tl5 ; 0 + 7 : - 1 
Lev York j +16 j -4 i +16. i -4 i +15 i - 6 j +12 -2 
Phi lade lph ia -24 i i + % ; - 1 j +21 ; - 6 +12. ! 0 

.Cleveland -+2< j -4 ; : +28 ; • - 5 1 +22. ; - 6 1 +15 : +5 
Pichmond- +12 i -6 j +21 -5 | + 6 , - . - 8 ; + i i +1 
Atlanxa ; - j +10 | -6 i +14 . i -7 j - 4 -10 j +?2 ' +3 
Chicago + i o : -7 ' | +12 : "5 i + 8 -10 + 7 -5 
S t . Louis j +11 ; -7 ; +1^ i -7 i . +11 - 8 I + 7 ! -4 
Minneapolis j - 2 i - 4 j + 4 . ; -5 | • - 2 ! - 4 ; -22 +4 
•Kansas City ' +11 -6 +14 f -6 . | +11" 1 - 8 + 2 : +7 
Pa j_j_as. : •+ <' : - 1 i + -5 j +1 " i + 2 : 

" v 
.0 +7 

San Franc isco i +22 | -3 ; +23 j -1 | -+25 | - 8 j +14 J +5 

y . 5. Total ! +15 J -5 • ' - +lc 1 -5 1 • + i , ! - 7 j +10 ' +4 

Accounts' r e ce ivab l e . end of month 
(.Percentage changes) 

i Charge accounts ! Ins ta lment 
Federa l | u c t . ' 5 f 1 A O V . ' 5 0 f uct . '5 , ' , Nov.';o 
F.escrve ; td ! to ' i t 0 to 
D i s t r i c t 1 Nov. '57 1 Nov.'57 i Nov.'5^ .1 Nov. '.57 

Boston i + 7 * 1 - 6 '.j i + 1 : - 8 
New York i +io i + 2 ; +3 + 1 2 
Phi lade lph ia ! + 1 2 ; - 4 j +3 , " - 1 
Cleveland i + 9 I - 2 | +3 - 1 
Richmond ! + 6 i + i i +3 + 9 
At lanta | - l i - 2 ! 0 - l 
Chicago i + 5 ' - 1 I +3 + 2 
St . Louis + 7 1 +15" ' ! + 2 +30 
Minneapolis j + 6 N - 1 ! - 1 ! +11 
Kansas Ci ty ; + 6 i + l I + 2 -10 
Dal las | + 6 ! 0 j 0 ; 0 
San Francisco , +11 1 - 3 j +6 +12 

U. S. Total I + 7 
i !• 
; - 2 | 
i • i 

+3 : + 5 
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