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, November 5, 

DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - SEPTEMBER 1957 . . 

1957 

Instalment accounts outstanding at department stores at the 
end of September were unchanged: from the level of the preceding month, 
end were h per cent above a year earlier. The collection ratio on 
instalment accounts continued at 15 per cent. 

Charge accounts receivable.increased 10 per cent in September, 
and were slightly higher than a year ago. The September charge-account 
collection ratio was J46 per cent, as compared "with kj per cent a month 
ago and per cent a year ago. . ~ 

Total sales at reporting department stores were up 1- per cent 
from August to September, reflecting an irfcrease in credit sales offset 
in part by a decline in cash sales. In comparison with the year-ago 
volume, however, total sales were down h per cent. 

Changes in Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable 

I Percentage.change from; 

Item -7 
! 

Aug. ±yyf 
to 

Sept,1957 

tiept, lyy? 
to 

Sept. 1957 

Sales during month: Total 1 • 1 -h 
Cash i — 3 -5 -
Charge •. j - + 5 -h. . 
Instalment 

; 1 
0 0 

Accounts receivable, end of month: Charge j + 1 0 + 1 

Instalment 0 + U 

Collection Ratios and Percentage Distribution of Sales 

Item 
Sept. Aug. Sept. 

Item 1957 1957 19# 

Collection ratios l/: Charge accounts h6 hi hh 
Instalment accounts 15 15 .. 15 

Percentage distribution of sales: Cash w hh 
Charge kh h2 h3 
Instalment 13 13 13 

1/ Collections during month as a percentage of accounts receivable at 
beginning of month. 
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3ZFA3IMZKT SURE CREDIT - SEITZMEEB 1957 

S ale*3 by type 
(Percentage changes) 

3barge-account 
sale? • 

Instalment 
sales Federal 

' District 

Total sales 
g. '57 [Sept.'56" 

I 

' 

to 
fept. 

Cash ysles 
'5? :oept.' 

; I 

"jAuiT $6 ;Aug. '5/.(Sept. '5c jAug.- ':7 |Sept. '=0 
to to , to - , to | to 

' .Sept./57 Sept.'57 ;Ssp.t. '57 ,Sept. '57 Sspt. '5V 

Eoston 
• Yev York 
Philadelphia 
Zlo-elsnd 
~: ohnond 
. C - t a 

' :hi ja.70 

Minneapolis 
1ansaj City 

Sen. Frenciszd . 

. IT. Si Total : 

+11 
+11 

• +-5 
- 2 

0 
- 8 
0 

-12 

+ 1 . 

-6 
-6 

-4 

+1 

-9 

+ 6 
+ll 
- 6. 

- 8 
-14' 

-10 

-12 

-10 
-16 

-1 

+14 
+21. 
+1$ 
+ 2 
+ 9 

+ 9 ' 
r 6 

-10 

- 7 
-•l 

+20 
+ ; 
+10 
- 2 

- ^ 

-14 
- 4 

-10 

- 4 

+ 10 
+ 1 
- 2 

0 

h i 
+10 
+ 7 
+ 2 

Accounxs receivable, end of month 
(Percentage changes) 

; Charge accounts . 
Federal . Aug. '57| Sept.'5b Aug. '57 :Sept.'56 
Ee serve ; . to 'to TO ; . to 
District . ;"Sept.'5?i Sept.'57 Sept.'57 Sept.'57 

Ins raiment 

Boston 
Nev York 
Philadelphia 
Cleveland 
Richmond 
Atlanta 
Chicago 
&t. Louis 
Minneapolis 
Kansas City 
Dallas 
Sen Francisco 

U; S.'Total 

+11 
+14 
+11 
+10 
+ 9. 
•+1~-

+12 
+10 

+10 

-6 
+5 

+1 
-l 

+6 
+2 
-1 

Q 
.. -l 

0 
0 

+7 
. +2 

-1 
o 
o 
-4 
+1 

+10 
- i 
+ i 
+11 
+ 3 
+ 5 
+12 
+10 
. - 1 0 

+11 

• + '4 
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