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DEPARTMEGT STORE -CR:DIT - SEFTEMBIR 1957

Instalment accounts outstanding at department stores at the
end of September were -unchanged from the level of the preceding month,
ond were L per cent above a year earlier, The collection ratio on
1ngta1.ment accounts continued at 15 per cent, -

Charge accounts receivable. 1nc1eased 10 per cent in September,
and wcre sli htly higher than a year ago. The September charge-account
collection ratio was L6 per cent, as compared with L7 per cent a month
2go and Lk per cent a year ago. .

Total sales at reporting depaxtment stores were up 1l.per cent
‘from August to September, reflecting an increase in credit sales offset
in part by a decline in cash sales. In comparison with the yea::-ago
volume, however, total sales were down b pcr cent.

| . ’ Changes in Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable

b ] ' [~ Percentage_change from:

. ' auge L1707 Septs 1y50
Item - to
Sept.1957 | = Sept. 1957
Sales during month: Total » +1 -L
Cash : . -3 -5 7
Charge + 5 -k
Instalment 0 0
i iccounts receivable, end of month: Charge ) +10 +1
‘Instalment 0 +h

Collection Ratios and Percentage Distribution of Sales

’ Sept. | Auge Scpte

Ttem 1957 | 1957 1956
Collection ratios 1/: Charge accownts Lé L7 Lh
Instalment accounts 15 5.1 15
Perccntage distribution of sales: Cash ) L3 L5 Lb
. Charge Lh L2 L3

Instalment 13 13 13 .
. o

1/ Collections during month as'a percentage of accounts receivavle at
beginning o £ month. .
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