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- DEPARTMEIJT STORE CREDIT - JANUARY 1957 

Instalment accounts outs tanding at department s tores^dec l ined 
U per cent In' January, when some decrease i s u s u a l , but continued above 

• the year-ago l e v e l . January c o l l e c t i o n s . o n ins ta lment accounts amounted 
to 15 per c e n t , 1 poin t above both a month ago and a year ago. 

Charge accounts rece ivab le decl ined seasonal ly i n January, but 
a t the end of the month were s l i g h t l y l a r g e r than i n the same month l a s t 
year . The c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o fo r charge accounts increased 1 po in t i n 
January to lt6 per c e n t , which compares with-h3 per cent i n January 1956. 

Both cash and c r e d i t t r a n s a c t i o n s a t r epor t ing department s t o r e s 
were down sharply from the December l e v e l s . Each type of s a l e , however, 
was i n l a r g e r volume than i n the corresponding month a year ago. 

Changes i n Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable 

Item 

Percentage 
Dec. 1956 

to 
Jan. 1957 

change from:. 
Jan. 1956 

to 
Jan.. 1957 

Sales during month: Tota l -56 + 3 
Cash • ' -58. . • +2 
Charge -57 . + 3 ' 
Ins ta lment -kb + 7 x 

Accounts r ece ivab l e , end of month:• Charge -19 ' + 3 
Insta lment - U + 9 

Co l l ec t ion Rat ios and Percentage D i s t r i b u t i o n of Sales 

Item Jan. 
1957 

Dec. 
1956 

C o l l e c t i o n " r a t i o s 1 / : Charge'accounts 
; Ins ta lment accounts 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n of s a l e s : Cash 
C h a r g e 
Ins ta lment 

U6 . 
15 

h2 
•lk 

U5 
lit 

U6 
h3 
11 

1 /Col l ec t ions during month as a percentage of accounts 
ning of mo-nth. 
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' DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - JANUARY 1957 

Sales by type 
(Percentage changes) 

1 j . Charge -account Instalment 
Federal I 1 sa les Cash sa les j sa les sa les 
Reserve [Dec.'56 I Jan . ' 56 Dec. '56i J an . ' 56 1 Dec. '56 J an . ' 56 Dec. '56 Jan. '5( 

.. D i s t r i c t to , j ' to to * j to • to to to to 
Jen.'57 Jen.'571 J a n . ' 5 7 Jan.'57 Jan.'57 J a n . ' 5 7 J an . ' 57 Jan. '51 

.Boston -58 +1 -62 +2 . -58 +2 - 4 0 
New. York -53 +6 -54 +4 . -55 +4 - 4 6 +16 
Phi ladelphia -58 +4 - 6 2 +5 -58 +4 -51 - 1 
Cleveland -55 +3 -57 I >3 -56 +2 -47 + 5 
Richmond- -6L +3 -63 i 0 -65 - 1 -41 +17 

"Atlanta - -57 +3 j -60 j 1 +4 -56 +4 -51 + 1* 
Chicago -56 +1 1 -57 . | - 1 -57 > 5 - 4 2 + .3 
S t . Louie ' -56 +1 j -57 j -2 -57 +4 j -40 + 2 
Minneapolis -55 +5 " 5 9 i +6 • -5^ +3 - 4 2 + 8 
Kansas' City -57 0 i - 6 0 - 1 -57 +2 -37 - 3 
Dallas. j . -55 +2 j -58 . +3 -57 -2 -35 '+11 
San Francisco j -56 +7 1 -59 +6 -60 +6 ' • . -42 +14 

- U. S. Total| -56 
l 

+3 -58 +2 . -57 +3 -44 
-1 

+ 7 

Accounts rece ivable , end of month 
(Percentage changes) 

Charge accounts Instalment 
Federal Dec. '56 Jan . ' 56 • Dec. '56 • Jan-. '56 
Reserve t o ' to to to 
D i s t r i c t J an . ' 57 Jen.'57 Jan.'57 J a n . ' 5 7 

Boston -24 -4 - 2 
New York -19 '* i +3 -5 +17 
Phi ladelphia -19 . -2 - - 8 - 2 
Cleveland -22 +1 -4 ' + 8 
Richmond -20 +5 - 1 +15 

. 'At lan ta j -14 - 1 -8 + 7 
. Chicago -17 +8 -6 • +12 

S t . Louis -17 +3 +7 +22 
Minneapolis -25 0 -2 +14 
Kansas City -17 +2 -6 -10 

• Dallas -23 0 - 1 0 
San Francisco -16 * +5 * - 1 +15" 

| 
U. S. Total! -19 

1 
. +3 -4 . + 9 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis




