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the year-ago level.

DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - JANUARY 1

957

Instalment accounts outstanding at department stores_declined
li per cent in January, when some decrease is usual, but continued above

January collections.on instalment accounts amounted

to 15 per cent, 1 point above togth a month ago and a year ago.

Charge accounts receiva‘olevdeclined‘sea_sonally in Jamery, but

| © o at the end of the month were slightly larger than in the same month last

¥

. The collection ratio for charge acecounts increased 1 point in
Jaruary to L6 per cent, which compared with L3 per cent in Jamary 1956,

Both cash and credit transactions at reporting department stores

were down shurply from the December levels.
was in larger volume than in the corresponding month a year ago.

i ) ‘ Changes in Departinent Store Sales and Accounts Receivable

Each type of sale, however,

Percentage change from:

1/Collections durin

. ' Tec. 1956 Jan. 1956
! ) Item to to .
Jan, 1957 Jan, 1957
! Sales during month: Total =56 +3
Cash -58. S *2
Charge -57 L3
Instalment ~Ll +7 K
Accounté receivable, end of month:. C‘nerge ~19 +3
. Instalment -4 +9
Collection Ratios and Perceatage ‘ﬁisﬁribution of Sales
Ttem Jan. . Dec. Jan.
; 1957 -1956 1956
Collection ratios 1/t Charge accounts L6 L5 b3 .
- Instalment accounts 15 1 1L
Percentage distribution of sales: Cash Ll L6 L5”
Charge L2 - U3 L2
Instalment 1L 1 13
receivable at begin-

ning of month.
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' DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - JANUARY 1957

Sales by type
(Percentege chenges)

i | - Charge-account Instalment
Federel | __Totel seles Cash sales | sales ) sales .
Réserve [Dec.'56] Jan."56| Dec.i56| Jan.'56| Dec.'56] dan. 56| Dec.'56] Jen. 56
. Dietrict - | to | "to | to | to. | to | to to to
{Jen.'57| Jen.'57| Jan.'57| Jan.'S7| Jen.'57| Jen.'57| Jan.'57| Jan.'57
3Joston -58 +1 -€2 - +2 . -58 +2 -4o - b
: New York -53 +6 -5k +h =55 +h -46 +16
© Philedelphia -58 +b -62 | 5 -58 +4 -51 -1
Cleveland -55 +3 =57 +3 =56 +2 b7 +5
Richrornd- -61 +3 -63 0 -65 -1 US| +17
Atlenta -57 +3 -60 +4 -56 +4 -51 +1°
Chicago | =56 +1 -57 -1 -57 +5 =42 +3
St. Louis © =56 +1 =57 -2 =57 +h -ko + 2
Mirmespclis -55 +5 =59 | +6 | -5k +3 42 + 8
Fenses City =57 0 -60 | -1 | =57 +2 -37 -3
Delles =55 +2 -58 +3 =57 | =2 -35 Co+11
San Frencisco| = -56 +7 -59 +6 " =60 +6 | -k2 +1h
i . . . X
U. 8. Totel| -56 +3 -58 +2 - - -57 +3 i + 7
i ! i -
Accounts receivable, 'end of month
- - (Percentage changes)
Charsre accounts Instalment
Federal Dec.'56 Jen.'56 | Dec.'56 [. dan. '56
Reserve to’ to to to
District Jan.'57 | Jan.'57 | Jan.'S57 | Jan.'S7
Boston -2k ;’ -8. -4 -2
New York =19 T | 43 -5 +17
Philedelphie -19 | -2 -8 -2
Clevelard -22 |41 -4 T+ 8
Richmond -20° l +5 -1 +15
Atlenta -1k Y -8 + 7
Cnicagzo -7 +8 -6 +12
St. Leouis -17 +3 +7 . +22
. Minneepolis -25 ’ 0 -2 +14
v Xersas City -17 +2 -6 -10
Dalles | -23 ' 0 -1 "0
3an TFrencisco | -16 . [ +5 -1 +15 -
|
U. 8. Tetal -19 | +3 —»h . +9
|
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