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DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - NOVEMBER 1956 

Instalment accounts outstanding a t department s to re s i n -
creased k per cent in November, when some r i s e i s customary, and 
were ll; per cent above a year e a r l i e r . The November c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o 
i s est imated a t 16 per c e n t , 1 point more than both a month ago and a 
year ago. / 

Charge accounts rece ivable a l s o increased , and a t the end 
of the month showed inc reases ' of 10 per cent and h per cent from a 
month ago and a year ago, r e s p e c t i v e l y . Col lec t ions on charge accounts 
during November amounted t o h? per cent of f i r s t - o f - m o n t h ba lances , the 
same as in October, but 1 point l e s s than a -year ago. 

Tota l sa les a t r epo r t i ng department s t o r e s were up 19 per cent 
from October t o November, r e f l e c t i n g increases in a l l types of s a l e s . 
Both cash and charge-account: sa les were 3 per cent above a year e a r l i e r 
and instalment sa les were 11 per cent higher- than in November 1955• 

Changes in Department Store Sales" and Accounts Receivable 

Percentage char.ge from: 
Oct. 1956 Nov. 1955 . 

Item ; • t o - t o 
Nov. 1956 Nov. 1956 

Sales during month: Tota l +19 t h 
Cash ' +20 + 3 ' 
Charge +19 + 3-
Instalment +11 +11 

Account r ece ivab l e , end of month: Charge +10 • + It 
Instalment + h-

Col lec t ion Rat ios and Pe rcen tage .Dis t r ibu t ion of Sales 

Item V Nov. . Oct. Nov. Item V 
1956 — # 5 6 1955 

Col lec t ion r a t i o s Charge accounts hi . hi ii8 
Instalment accounts 16 15 15 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n of s a l e s : Cash hh .' U3 . hh 
Charge •kh ?• hh hh 
Instalment 12 •- 13 . 1 2 

1/Colle.ctions during month as a. percentage of accounts rece ivable a t begin-
ning of month. ' 
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DEP/iRTKENT STORE CiiEDIT - IvOVEi@LR 1956 

Sales by type 
(Percentage changes) 

Federal 
Reserve 
D i s t r i c t 

Tots 1 sa l e s • Cash' s a l e s 
Charge-account 

• s a l e s 
Instalment 

s a l e s Federal 
Reserve 
D i s t r i c t 

Oct. 156 
to 

Nov.' 56 

Nov. '55 
' . to 

Nov.'56 

Oc t . ' 56 
to 

Nov.'56 

Nov. '55 
to 

Nov. ' 56 

Oc t . ' 56 
to 

Nov.'56 

Nov. ' 55 
to 

Nov.'56 

Oc t . ' 56 
to 

Nov. ' 56 

Nov.' 55 

Nov.'56 

Boston + 18 + 1 +25 + 2 ' + 1L 0 + 8 - 1 
Me;; Yprk + 17 + U + 16. • 2 + 18 • 1 + 13 + 20 
Ph i lade lph ia +25 0 + 32 + 3 + 23 - 1 +12 - 6 
Cleveland -16 + 3 +19 . + 2 + 16 + 1 • + 10 + 9 

+ 33 + 6 + 31 + 5 . ' +36 • +.U + 20 + 13 
+ 17 + 7 + 18 * 7 + 17 + l ' >16 •18 

Chicago + 22 + 7 + 21 + 3 + 27 + 10 • + 8 + 13 
+16 + 5 f l 6 . + 1 + 16 + 8 + lh + 8 
+ 17 + 8 i + 15 . +10 + 20 + 7 + 10 + 8 

Kansas Ci ty + 11 + 1 - 1 + lix + U + 5 . + 2 
Dallas + 8 + 2 + 7 • * 3 , + 10 0 + .3 • 8 
San Francisco + 2 +16 + 2b ; 0 + 10 I + 8 

+ 19 + 20 j * 3 ! ' + 19 | 
t 

+ 3 
* u i 

. +11 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end of month 
(Percentage changes) 

Federal 
Reserve 
D i s t r i c t 

Charge' accounts Ins ta lment 
Federal 
Reserve 
D i s t r i c t 

UCt.'pO 
to 

Nov. '56 

!• NOV. « 
1 to 
I Nov, ' 56 

. u c t . 1 i>0 
to 

•Nov. ' 56 , 

1VOV. 
to 

Nov.'56 

Boston + 5 = • 1 ? 0 + h 
New York + 11- . + 10 + 6 ' +19 
Ph i l ade lph ia + 15 0 + 2 • 6 
Cleveland I + 7 ' 1 + 2 + 3 + 12 
Richmond 1 + a - 1 + 5 + 18 . 
At lan ta 1 + 5 + 2 + 3 + 10 
Chicago + 12 - | + 9 + h +15 
St . Louis + d + 10 + 11 + 23 
Minneapolis + 5 • + 1 • + 2 + 19 
Kansas Ci ty + 9 0 + 2 - 7 • 
Dal las + 10 • + 3 + 1 + 1 
San Francisco + lu - 1 + 3 + 12 

U.-S. T o t a l + 10 + h + h + 1U 
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