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DERARTHENT STORL CREDIT = CCTOBER.19A56

Instalment azccounts cutstanding ot department stores increased
slightly in October, when some rise is usuul, and were 16 per cent above

for both 2 wonth ago and a year ago.-

Collections on instalment accounts amounted to 15
; on the first of the month, the same as

Charge accounts recéivalle increased L per cent from the end
of the preceding month, &nd were up slightly from a year earlier. The
October collection ratio is estimated at L7 per cent, 3 points above a
mnth aso, but the same as a year agso.

Sales of all types increased moderately from September to :
October--cash sales by 8 per cent and credit salcs by 9 per cent. Total
sales were up slightly over October 1955, reflecting increases in credit
sales offset in pert by a slight decline in cash sales.

Changes in Department Store Sales.and Accounts Receivable

Percentage change from:

Sept. 1950 Oct, 1955
N Item to to
. Oct. 1956 Oct. 1556
Sales during month: Total +9 + 1
Cash . ’ +8 -1
Charge +9 - w1
Instalment ' +9 )
iceounts receiveble, end of month: Churée : : +l + )
- Instzlment 20 +16
' Collection Ratids and Percentage Distribution of Sales -
) o Oct, |: Sept. | Oct.
frem ‘ 195 | 1956 | 1955
Collection ratios 1/: Charge accounts L7 v)._;h L7
Instalment accounts 15 15 15
Percentage distribution of sales: Cash L3 L Ll
) Charge Lh L3, |- L3
Instalment 13 . 13 13

1/Collections during month as a' percentage of éccounts receivable at begin-
ning ot month, .
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- Sales by type
(Pzrcentage changes)

Char,e-account telment
Total szles Czsh szles szlcs cs |
sent. 15 IOct. 155 Setita 156, UCt, ' 58] Gepts 1560t 155 0ct. 'S5
to i%] to to to to
Jct. \,{ oCt.156 Oct. 156|Cet. 156] et 155[ 0ct. 156[c Oct. 156
3 4»3 + 3 +3* + 3 +3 =7 + 1
9 *3 ~*11 *1 b +3 +12 “13
“ 8 +2 = 6 +2 -+ 8 +3 =11 0
[y +2 L +2 +11 +1 *10 3
+ 8 0 G _}2 + 7 +1 g 2
=5 -1 + 5 -2 + 9 -2 -2 + 2
+ 6 0 ] ~L + 7 *3 v 2 6
' +1l -1 +16 -3 +13 +1 - 7 - b
S -8 -7 -5 =l -8 -7 C-19 -1
*il -2 +12 | =L +10 +2 =5 -13
*17 -1 =2k +1 +16 -1 +2b 1
~11 o] + 3 +1 +16 -3 + 8 + 8
+ 9 : +1 + 8 -1 +9 +1 ] -+ b

Jccounts receivs
(Percenta; e chanies)

w_accounts | Instalrent
155] Ocn.ISU 5ent. 156 ] Oct. 155
: to [ to to
55| cot.155) Oct. 156 Get.rs6
* 2 *1 + 6
+12- 2 +17
: -1 +1 +10
. 3 [¢] .17
t 3 *3 *17
s b 0
8 | +2 vlh
* 9 -5 +15
-1 1 =1l
- -2 0 -8
- P 0" =1
San Francisco -2 =1 *3 +31
U..S. Total +l R +2 +16
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