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DEP/iRTIIENT STORE CREDIT - OCTOBER 1956 

Instalment accounts outs tanding a t department s t o r e s increased 
s l i g h t l y i n October, when some r i s e i s usua l , and were 16 .per" cent above 
•the year-ago l e v e l . Col lec t ions on ins ta lment accounts amounted to 15 

' per cent of balances outs tanding on the f i r s t of the month', the same as 
for both a month ago and a year ago.- . 

Charge accounts r ece ivab le increased lj per cent from the end 
of the preceding month, and were up s l i g h t l y from a year e a r l i e r . The 
October c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o i s es t imated a t U? per cen t , 3 po in ts above a 
month ago, but the same as a year ago. 

Sales of a l l types increased moderately from September to 
October—cash s a l e s by 8 per cent and c r e d i t s a l e s by 9 per cen t . Total 
s a l e s were up s l i g h t l y over October 1955, r e f l e c t i n g inc reases i n c r e d i t 
s a l e s o f f s e t i n par t by a s l i g h t dec l ine i n cash s a l e s . 

Changes i n Department Store Sales .and Accounts Receivable 

Item 

Percentage change from: 

Item 
Sept . ±y?b 

to 
. Oct. 1956 

Oct. 19^5 
to 

Oct. 1956 

Sales during month: Tota l + 9. + 1 
Cash . J-Q - 1 
Charge + 9 . + -1-. 
Instalment +9 •; . +'h 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end"of month: Charge *h + h 
Instalment •

 +2 + 16 

Col lec t ion Rat ios and Percentage D i s t r i b u t i o n of Sales 

Item Oct. 
1956 

Sent. 
1956 

Oct. 
1955 

Col lec t ion r a t i o s 1 / : Charge accounts 
Ins ta lment accounts 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n of s a l e s : Cash 
Charge 
Ins ta lment 

U7 
15 

h3 
hh 

,13 

S -

hh 
h3. 
13 

hi 
15 . 

a 

if-
1/CoElections during month as a percentage of accounts 

ni:u;. of month. . 
rece ivable a t begin-
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DUy.'^TIllT STORE CREDIT - OCTOBER l y # 

Sales by typo 
(Percentage chr.n^rs) 

Charge -account Ins t ; ̂ lrr.ent 
Federal ' Tota l so les Cash sa l e s S'l Lf.s sa les . 
Reserve bept.'56 I Oct. '55 S e p t . ' 5 6 Oct. '55 Sept. ' 56 O c t . ' 5 5 S e p t . ' 5 6 Oc t . ' 55 
D i s t r i c t to ! to to to to to to to 

Oct. '5c j Oct. ' 56] Oct. '56 Oct. '56 Oct. '56 O c t . ' 5 6 Oct. '56 Oct .156 

Boston ' " i 3 + 3 + 3 + 3* 3 + 3 + 7 + i 
+ 5 + 3 ^ + 1 1 + 1 + U + 3 + 12 "13 

r : . L l - _ l .d.a - ' 8 + 2 -••• 6. + 2 • + 8 + 3 - 1 1 0 
Cleveland •-2 + 9 + 2 + 11 + 1 + 10 * 3 

1 + 6 0 . - .9. -2 + 7 + 1 J" 9 + 2 
- 5 - - 1 + 5 -2 + 9 -2 - 2 + 2 

Cnicnco + 6 0 + 7 + 3 + 2 + 6 
+1L - 1 + 16 - 3 + 13 + 1 <- 7 - It 

" - 8 - 7 - 5 -k - 8 -7 ' -19 -19 
+ 11 -2 + 12 , -k . +10 " + 2 + 5 -13 

^ L _1';S - 1 + 2h . + 1 + 16 -1 + 2h ' + 1 
' 1 1 0 • + 1 •16 -3 + 8 + 8 

• 9 + 1 1 + a . - 1 + 9 + 1 . 9 + h 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end of month 
(Percentage changes) 

1 Chai\:e accounts Instalment 
I Sep t . 1 56 Oct. .155 S e p t . ' 5 6 Oct. '55 

Reserve ! to to • to to 
D i s t r i c t | Oct. '56 Oct. '56 Oct. ' 56 ' Oct. '56 

Boston 1 + 5 + 2 + 1 + 6 
-;ev: York • +7 + 12 • + 2 + 17 
Philadelphia + U ! - 1 + 1 + 10 
Cleveland *h ' • 3 0 . .+17 

+ 6 + 3 + 3 + 17 
At l an ta *h . + h ' 0 9 • 
Chicago *h + 8 + 2 *iu 
St . i ou i s + 9 + 9 - 5 + 15 
l i innea^ol is - 1 +1 +11. 
Kensas City - 3 - 2 . 0 - 8 
Dallas -.6 ' + 2 0 • + 1 
San Francisco -2 ' - 7 + 3 + 31 

U.. S. To ta l " +u • t k ' + 2 +16 
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