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DEPARTAS.iT STORE CREDIT - SEPTEMBER 1956 

Instalment accounts * outstanding a t department s t o r e s increased 
s l i g h t l y in "September, as i s usua l a t t h i s itime o!f year , and were 17 per 
cent l a r g e r than a year ago. " Col lec t ions ' i n September amounted t o 15 per 
cent of f i r s t - o f - m o n t h ba lances , 1 point more than in August but the same 
as a year e a r l i e r . -V" . 

Charge accounts outstanding a t t h e end of September were 11 per 
cent higher than a t t he end. of August and 8-per cent above a year ago. 
ihe charge-account c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o fo r September i s est imated a t IjU per 

-ce r t , 1 point below both a month ago and a year ago. • 

To ta l s a l e s at r epor t ing department s t p r e s increased 7 per cent 
from August t o Sectember, r e f l e c t i n g : i n c r e a s e s of 5 per cent f o r cash sales> 
10 per cent f o r charge-account pa les , and b per cent f o r instalment s a l e s . 
Compared with a year ago, t o t a l sales, v/ere up 1 per cen t . 

Changes in Department Store Sales- and Accounts Receivable 

Percentage change from: 

IteM 
Aug. 1956 

t o 
Sept . 1956 

Sept . 1955 
t o 

Sept . 1956 , 

Sales during month: . Total 
Cash 
Charge 
Instalment 

+ 7 
T>5. 

+ h ; 

+ 1 
0 

' + 1 
+ 9 

Account r ece ivab le , end of ' month: Charge- . 
Instalment 

-tii • 
+ 2 

+ 8 
+17 

Col lec t ion Rat ios and Percentage D i s t r i b u t i o n of Sales 

Item Sept, 
1956 

Aug, 
1956 

Sent . 
1955 

Col lec t ion 
1 / 

r a t i o s ~ : Charge accounts 
Instalment accounts 

a : 16 
lb 

U5 
15 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n of s a l e s : Cash 
Charge 
.Instalment -

hh . 

Ii3 
13 

U5 
U2 
13 

UU ' 
hb 
12 

—'Collections during month as a percentage of accounts rece ivable at begin-
ning of month,. 
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Sa les by type 
(Pe rcen t age changes) 

. F e d e r a l 
He se rve 
D i s t r i c t 

T : t s l s a l e s " 

to 
l e p t . ' 5 6 

l e p t . ' 5 ; 
t o 

S e p t . 1 $ 6 

Aug. !5o 
to 

S e p t . ' 5 c 

S e p t . ' 5 3 
. to 

S e p t . ' g c 

Charge-account 
s a l e s 

Viig. ' 5o 
to 

S e p t - ' 5 6 

S e p t . ' 
tD 

S e p t . 1 5 6 

I n s t a l m e n t 
s a l e s 

to 
S e p t . ' S 6 

S e p t . ' 5 ^ 
to ' 

S G p t . ' 5 ( 

-OU1S 

%lhn: :ap : l i s 
Kansas C i t y 
5 a l l : ; - ; 
San Francisco 

/" U. S. T o t a l 

+ 2 3 
+ 2h 
+ 25 
+ h 
+ 11 

0 
+ 3 
- 1 
+ 10 
- h 
- 5 
- 7 

0-
+ h 

0 
+ 7 
+ 1 
+ 1 
+ ID 
- 5 
- l 
- 3 

+ 1 7 
+ 13 
+ 2 0 
+ h 
+ 6 

- 3 
- 1-

+ 2 
- 1 2 

"2 
0 

.+ 1 
+ 3 
- 1 
+ 7 
- 2 

- 2 • 
+ 3 
- 8 

+ 3 1 
+ 3 6 
+ 3 1 
+ 7 
+ 19 
+ 6 
+ 6 

* 7 
»16 
• 6 

1 

+ 2 
+ h 
+ 1 
+ 3 
- 2 
+ 9 
+ 2 
+ li 
+ 13 

- 3. 
- 1 0 

+ ly 
+ i y . 
+ 1 3 
- li 

- 2 d 
- 2 
- 1 1 

. - .3 

+ ii 

<+ 6 
+ 12 
- a 
+ 10 
+ 5 
+ 5 
+ 1 1 
+ 2 
+ 3 7 
- 2 
+ 1 
+ 10 

/-.ccounts r e c e i v a b l e , end of no nth 
(_Pcrcentrge changes) 

- c 5 I n s t a l m e n t , 
Federa l 
Re-serve 
D i s t r i c t 

r g c 
^56 

to : 
Sep t . '-56 

S e p t . ' 5 5 
to 

S e p t . ' 5 6 
to 

_ S e n t J j 6 _ 

' 56 S e p t . ' 5 5 
to 

Sept.'56 

Boston 
Dew York 
P h i l a d e l p h i a 
Cleveland 
Richmond 
. . . t lanta 
Chicago 
S t . l o u l s 
Minneapol is 
Kansas C i t y 
Da l l a s 
San Francisco 

U. T o t a l 

+ 1 8 . 
+ 1 5 
- 1 1 
+ 10 
+ 12 
+ 9 : 

+ il 
+ 7 ' 
+ 26 
+ 7 
+ 6 

' 3 

+ 5 
+•15 
+ h 

' + 5 
+ ii ' 
+ 7 
+ 12 
+ 0 
+ 25 
+ 1 
+ 6 

0 

+ 7 
+ 18 
+ 1 3 
+ 19 
+ 19 
+ 10 
i-17 
+ 2 1 
+ 21 
- 6 
+ 6 
+ 33 

+ 17 
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