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DEPARTMENT STCRS CREDIT - AUGUST 1956 

Instalment accounts outstanding a t department s t o r e s showed 
l i t t l e change in August, and continued about 18 per cent l a r g e r than a 
year e a r l i e r . The August c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o 'was. est imated a t lU per c e n t , 

• the same as fo r both a.month ago and a year ago. 

• Charge accounts outstanding a t the end of August were s l i g h t l y 
l a rge r than a t the end of the preceding month, and continued above the 
l e v e l of a year e a r l i e r . Co l l ec t ions on"charge accounts amounted t o 
U5 per cent of balances outs tanding on the f i r s t of t he month, 1 point 
higher than in July but 1 po in t l e s s than a year ago. . " 

Total s a l e s a t r epo r t i ng department s t o r e s were up 19 per cent 
'from July t o August > r e f l e c t i n g s u b s t a n t i a l i n c r e a s e f o r both cash and 
c r e d i t s a l e s . Tota l s a l e s were about 6 per cent above a year ago. 

Changes in Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable z 

Item ' ' 
Percentage change.from; , 

Item ' ' July 1956, 
t o 

August 1956 

August 1955 
t o 

August 1956 

Sales during month; Total + 19 + 6 
Cash ' + 19 + 5 
Charge 1 2 1 + 6 
Instalment + 18 +12 

Accounts r ece ivab le , end of month: Charge + .2 + 7 
Instalment 0 +18 

Col lec t ion Rat ios and Percentage D i s t r i b u t i o n of Sales 

Item Aug. 
1956 

July 
1956 

Aug. 
1955 

Col lec t ion r a t i o s l / : Charge accounts 15 • hh L6 
Instalment accounts lh • lit lh 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n of s a l e s ; Cash US- •' h5 US 
Charge h2 , k2 . h2 
Instalment 13 13 13 

1 / Col lec t ions during month as a percentage of accounts rece ivable a t beg in-
ning of month. ' ' Digitized for FRASER 
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DLfARTI'-irr GTOkK CREDIT - AUGUST 1^56 

S&les-by^tyce 
(Percen tage c i . s ^ e u ) 

Charge-account .rcent 
Fede ra l T o t a l s a l e s Cash s a l e s s a l e s 
A-s^rve J-uly ' ; = I^ug . '55 J u l y .'5c : A u j . . ' 5 5 'July ' 56 Aug. ' 5 : • Ju ly 15c U .ug . ' 55 
l l s n r i c t 10 J to to to . to to to to 

:.UF. =5: |Au^. '56 AUfC. '56 ' A u g . '56 Auz. '56 Aug. '5c Au;r. '56 . Aur. '56 

Boston + 26 + 10 + 2lt ; +9 + 31 • •10 + 17 + 12 
..ev Vjr >13 + 8 + 17 ! +6 + 20 + 9 + 16 + 16 

- + 2 3 + 7 + 17 ! . +9 + 28 - > 7 <-2U + 3 
^ c v c l c r d + 22 " + 5 +15 j +2 - + 28 + k + 20 + 1U 

rd + 15 + 6 .+15 1 - +3 + 26 • + 9 + 11 + 7 
=+22 + 7 *2h ; +6 + 22 + 8 + 20 + 5 
*26 + 9 + 25 | ' - +6 + 3b +10 + 2 h +16 

i - . - o u i s j . + 23 + 6 + 20 ' 1 +3' + 27 . + 13 + 21 + 6 
*35 + 7 + 30 ; *k + 37 + 9 + u3 + 9 
+ 25 + 3 + 26 + 3 + 25 + U + 22 - 3 

DnllSJ + 17 + 3 + 20 • *3 >•21 + 2 + 2 + 3 
. S^n Francisco +16 - 2 + 19 -2 ' +lli - 9 + 11 + 18 

U.3. T o t a l 
- ' ! 

+ 1? 6 | + 19 + 21 + 6 j + 18 + 12 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end i f month 
(Pe rcen tage ci.sn,;es) 

Charge accounts I 
F e d e r a l I Ju ly ' $6 L'-.ug. ' 55 
Reserve ! ™ 

I n s t a l m e n t 
Aufe.. '55 J u l y '56 

56 ,Auf-. ' 56 

y m l a d e I o n i a 

aichmond 

Chic 

t- 'anneapolis 
Kansas C i t y 
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