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DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - APRIL 1956 ‘ C

Instalment accounts cutstanding at department storss decreased
1 por cent during April, but at-the end of the month wore 20 per cent
&bove a year earlier. The Apxil collection ratio, estimated at 15 per
cent, wes 1 point below Merch end the sgame as a year ago. ’

Charge accounts continued to show 3cmewhat less then the usvel
zeesonal ‘decline’for this time of year. Balences at the end of April
vers 1 per cent telow the nrecedlng month end &nd 5 per cent abtove the
year-azo level. Collections during the month emounted to an estirated
L3 per cent of first-of-month palances, 3 points below the March col- - =
Jection ratio and 1 point below April of last year.

Sales of all types at reporting stores decreased from March
<o £pril--caeh sales dy 11 per cent, chargs-account sales by 10 per cen%,
«ad instelmwent sales by 12 per cent. - Compared with April of last year,
(J.Sh and chargs-eccount sales were dovn 9 per cent and 8 per cent, re-
spectively, while instalment sales were up T per cent. The dnclines
fron a yeer &ago, however, reflect in part the earlier da te ‘of Easter ]
this year. . . B

Changes in Department Store Seles and.hccounts Receivable

Percentage change from:
Ttem . R Mar. 1936 Apr. 1955
e ) o to to

Anr., 1956 Apr. 1956

Sales during month: Total . . . l -1 ' -

T

Cash . -11 -9

Charge : . - 10 - 8

_Instalment : : C - 12 + 7

Accovnts receivable , end of month: Charge‘ . : - 1 + 5
Instalment -1 + 20

Collecticn Ratios and Percentage Distribution of Sales

. X T CApr. 1 Ma:f | Apr.
Tten S 1956 1| 1956 1955

Collection ratios 1/: Charge accounts 43 - by s
: Instalment accounts : 15 16 15
Percernitage distribution of sales: Cash : BTN i i L5
: Charge 43 43 W

Insta],.ment . 13 13 11
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.‘one during month as a percentage of accounts receivable at begin—
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- ) DEPARTMERT STORE CREDIT - APRIL 1955
™ - Seles by tyve
(Percentege chenges)

Lo ! 1, Chcrge-account Instalpent
Federal » Totel sales ; Cesh 5§les s gseles S ien
serve (Mer. 56 Apr. 155 Mar 156 TApr, 155 Mar. '56,4pr. ' 55 [Mar. 56 Apr, 155
District i to . to | to to | to | -tc | to | to
. LAor. 'S0 Avr. 186 Anr. “‘6{.~mr. 150 Avr. '5E {dpr. 136 [anr, 155 Lor. 156
] i i | i i i
- T -9 - b -8 +12°) 0
o3 0 =3 0 -7 4 =5 ] -2 ;-3 =71 +5
Po-ls -6 | <18 | -6 213 -7 ] -1 | -2
- R IR S T & A S AN PRNRE : B N < S B R A o ]
fo- .10 ) 19 | -4 o-12 | -9 -6 | -2
-7 ) =13 0§ -R2 -y 217 | 219 -16 -3 | +h
-9l -7 Z0 A1 -9 | -5 -2 %5
[-13 0 -7 -lf g -0 -2 0 -8 -k +10
-5 4 -5 -.9 1L | -2 | -3 1 -3 +1
A | % ] ol 0| -5
| =16 ¢ -1 -8 | -k | o-15 | -1 | <12 ] -7
| -8 1 -2 | =12 | 10 | -9 | -13 +1 1 416
: i ; i | i i !
-U.8. Tetel ;-117-7 =11y -9 | -10 1-8; e o+ 7
— i : [ | . | |
Accounts recelveble, ernd of menth
{Percentage changes)
— | Federsl ‘Charge scccunta!  Ipstalmeént
R Reserve fer. 136 [Apr. 155 Her. 156 Apr. 155
District i to to . o to
- i | ipr. 156 | Apr. 156 Apr. '56 | Apr. 156
N N 1
Sosten Lo+ 1 -2 1 -1 +11
v York S +10 | -1 +23
iiejelphie o~k +5 1 -1 +18
Clevelernd O T S SN <5
Richmend i -2 | +1 ; -1 | +20
itlente PaT3 ) o+ 3y 2 +11
‘Chicego | -3 | +5 | -1 +18
St. Louis . -3 i +3 ! 0 +27
Minneapolis i o +7 | -1 S+11
‘Kensas City -1 +2 l -2 -1
Dalles =3 ] +3 ] +12
Sen Franciaco p o+l o+ 3 0 -2 +32
[ |
U. S. Totel ; <1 { + 5 ; -1 _+20
o | ! _
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