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DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - MARCH 1956

Instalment accounts outstanding at department stores decrea/sed
1 per cent during March, but continued about 21 per cent atove a year
ago. Collections amounted to an estimated 16 per cent of. first-of-
month balances, 2 points above the procedlng month and 1 po:mt above
iarch of last year. .

Charge acccunts declined 3 pér cent during March, somevhat
less than usual for this time of year. Compared with a year ago, bal-
ances at the month end were up' 10 per cent. The charge-account collec-
tion ratio, estimated at L7 per cent, was 3 points above February and
1 point below larch of last year. 2

Sales of all types increcased from February to March--cash and
charge-account sales by 32 per cent and iastalment sales by 28 per
cent. Compared with March of last year, cash and charge-account sales
were up 9 per cent and instalment sales 16 -per cent.

Changes in Depértment ‘Storé’ Sales and Accounts Receivable

Psrcentage change from:
Ttem »Feb.‘ 1956 4 Mar. 1955

to to -

Mar. 1956 | Mar. 1956

Sales during month: Total - + 32 +10
. o Cash | : . ¥ 32 + 9
Charge E ) + 32 +9
Instalment . . + 28 -+ 16
Accounts receivable, end of moﬁtb: 'Charge - 3 + 10
. Instalment o - 1= +21

Collection Ratios and Percentage Distribution of Sales

Mar.

3 | Feb. Mar.

Ttem _ 1986 | 1956 1955
Collection ratios 1/: Charge accounts T L7 i Ll 18
. Instalmént accounts . 16 1k 15

! . . .

Percentage distribution of sales: Cash L Ly & bk Ll
Charge L L3 ; L3 RN
Instalment - e 130 R 13 12
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' EPARTIENT STCRZ CREDIT - MARCH 1956
Sales by type
(Percentage changes)
~ - e i3
m e Charge-acccunt Instalment
Total sales Cash sales 1 sales i " sales
Febh . 155 Mar. 1557 Feb. 1561 Har. 1551
to to ;
Oliiar. 1564 Mar. 156 liar. 156 HMar. 156
Dok |0 49 | -3 | si0 | +3 0 |+l
+33 +6 #33 | 45 |43 + 6 +26 +10
+20 | +8 w3 | M2 +21 + b +1l + 9
29 +15 +30 1 41y +32 +11 - +17 +32
+h2 +15 +51. 1 416 +39 +11 +31 +20
+39 1 w20 |oalg | w12 | +39 | sl |2 0
+31 +11 +32 ] +9 +28 +12 +30 | +16
+27 +15 +28 1 +1hL +28 +13 +16 +23
17 -+ 8 +28 | +3 +12 +9 -3 0 +1
429 + 6 +32 1+ 7 | 431 +11 +10 .1 =18
429 +10 sl o2 427 + 7 +27 +14
+20 +9 +30 | +10 3L +2 T2 +26
! +32 $10 1 432 : +9 +32 ; +9 +28 +16
. ) | N !
Acceunts receivable, end of menth
(Fercentage changes)
Federal ;Charge accounts' Instalment
Reserve ;Eeb. TEhiMar. 155 Feb. 10 Har. 'hy
-~ District _to i ton i to | to
ar.!'56 fijar 186 iar. 156 Mar. 156 -
. t
Beston -7 + 1 -2 | +12
York -5 +13 -2 1 +23
iladelphia -3 +13 +1 +24
Cleveland -1 +10 -1 +2h
ond -3 + 5 -1 +21,
Atlanta + L +10 -1 . +13
Chicago -2 +10 -1 | +17
St. Louis -7 + 8 -2 423
— nreapolis -2 +12 -1 A1
Yansas City -3 + 8 2 + 1
llas -1 +9 +2 | 413
San Frarcisco -5 + 0 -1 +31
U. S. Total z -3 +10 -1 21
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