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DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - DECEMBER 1955

. Instelment accounts outstanding &t department stores increased
further during December. The monthly rise of 12 per cent, somewhat larger
than usual, brought balances at the end of 1955 to a Z_Lgvgl_ZQ per cent
above a yea: earlier. Collections in December amounted to an estiiated

15 per cent of first-of-month balances, the aame as November and 1 p01nt

above a year azo.

Cherge acceunts increaesed 33 per cent during December, a rise
thet was largely seesonal in neture. Compared with a year ago, balances
on December 31 were up 9 per cent. The charge-acccunt collection ratio,
e.;tim.ted at 46 per cent, was 1 point below a month &go and the same as

a year earlier. R

. Sales of all types increased sharply.from November to December--
cash seles by 57 per cent, charge-account sales by 45 per cent, and in- .
stalwent by-37 per cent. All types were also above December & year ago--
czeh arnd charge-account sales by 4 .per cent and instalment sales by 15
per cent.

Chenges in Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable

. |_Percentage chenge from: .
. [ Nov. 1955 [ Dec. 1954
Item o ) i to o
; Dec. 1955 Dec. 1955

Sales during month: -Total , b +5
. Cash [ BT +h

Charge : | +h45 + b

Instalment . | +37 15

Accounts receivable, end of mcnth: Charge I +33 . +9
. Instalment | +12 - +20

Collection Ratios and Percentage Distribution of Sales

v E Dec. [ “Tov. ~Dec.
Tten 1955 1 1955 1954

) ' . S 'R '
Collection ratios 1/: Charge accounts ' k6 L7 46
Instalment accounts .15 15 Y
" Percertage dietribution of sales: Cash k6 L b7
' Charge - L3 4y 43
Instalment 11 12 - 10

DIgItILE’O‘IU_[ rré@’ﬂgc'%ions during month as a percentags of accounts rsceivable at begu:-
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3.7 _o_ -

ORE CREDIT - DECIMBIR 1955
- Szles by tyDe
(Percentags cnanges)

' i ,C}wrgc acccunt | Irstalment
TA21 seles Cesh sales ; e
) >
452 +1 1 459 0 | 1
FhE O+ 1 1 452 ¢+ 1 s |+ 3
+37 0 o+ 6 85 410 | 427 | +3 |
5 0 o+ 2 +55° ; + 6 1 0 + 6
+=L 0+ 7 #6867 | +5 | 45 +5
7AE3 43 A7 45 R0 + 1
50 | 46 5B | 45 k5 420
CoFkT b 23 1 453 + 9 +hl + 8
Co#sh o -1 | #65 | -3 +50 +3
P59 0+ 3 +67 T+ 3 4550 ] + b
| PRl L ow5 476 | o+ k|37 |+ 3
| 1, +2- | +68 P 1 +55 0
i i i | i
U. 8. sk o+ 5 1 45T | 4+ b +b5 + 4 437 +15
: ; ¥ |
H i 4 !

Arcounts receivable, end of month
;

{Fsrcentege chenges)

.Cherze Lcceunta. Tqatnl,uer-v
;1 Nov. '55;Dec. < 95 Dec.

| to to H to o
iDec.'55.Dec. '55iDec. 55 Drc 159

+37 0+ 3 o+l 41k
. o#36 ; +12 | +15 ; +16
Lo#2% o +10 ; +1 +27
L33 o+ 5 +13 p +22
¥320 o+ T . 413 | +21
Co#2T . o+ ki o+12 415
;o +300 0 ; +10 | +13
+27 i + 8 P +24
Co+32 )+ G +12 | 416 -
po#3k 0+ 87 + 3 ) o+ b
+35  +Lk | <7 <15
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