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G.17 F e b r u a r y 7 , 1956. 

DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - DECEMBER 1955 

I n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s o u t s t a n d i n g a t depa r tmen t s t o r e s i n c r e a s e d 
f u r t h e r dur ing"December . The monthly r i s e of 12 p e r c e n t , somewhat l a r g e r 
than u s u a l , b r o u g h t b a l a n c e s a f t h e end of 1955 t o a l e v e l 20 p e r c e n t 
above a y e a r e a r l i e r . C o l l e c t i o n s i n December amounted t o an e s t i m a t e d 
15 p e r c e n t of f i r s t - o f - m o n t h b a l a n c e s , t h e same as.November and 1 p o i n t 
above a y e a r ago . . ' ' 

Charge a c c o u n t s i n c r e a s e d 33 p e r c e n t d u r i n g December, a r i s e 
t h a t was l a r g e l y s e a s o n a l i n n a t u r e . Compared w i t h a y e a r ago , b a l a n c e s 
on December 31 were up 9 p e r c e n t . The c h a r g e - a c c o u n t c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o , 
e s t i m a t e d a t 46 p e r c e n t , was 1 p o i n t below a. month ago and t h e same a s 
a y e a r e a r l i e r . 

S a l e s of a l l t y p e s i n c r e a s e d s h a r p l y . f r o m November t o D e c e m b e r -
cash s a l e s by 57 p e r c e n t , c h a r g e - a c c o u n t s a l e s .by 45 p e r c e n t , and i n - . 
sua lment by-37 p e r c e n t . A l l t y p e s were a l s o above December a y e a r a g o - -
cash and c h a r g e - a c c o u n t s a l e s by 4 ' p e r c e n t and i n s t a l m e n t s a l e s by 15 
p e r c e n t . 

Changes i n Depar tment S t o r e S a l e s and Accounts R e c e i v a b l e 

I t e m | Nov. 1955 
j t o 
1 Dec. 1955 

Dec. 1954 • 
t o 

Dec. 1955 

S a l e s d u r i n g month: T o t a l | +49 + 5 
Cash +57 + 4 
Charge +45 + 4 
I n s t a l m e n t j +37 +15 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end of month: Charge . I +33 + 9 
I n s t a l m e n t >:L:12 - • +20 

C o l l e c t i o n R a t i o s and P e r c e n t a g e D i s t r i b u t i o n of S a l e s 

Dec. 
1955 

Nov • Dec. 
1955 1954 

' 47 46 
15 • 14 

44 47 
44 4-3 

. 12 10 

C o l l e c t i o n r a t i o s l / : Charge a c c o u n t s 
I n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s 

P e r c e n t a g e d i s t r i b u t i o n of Cash 
Charge 
I n s t a l m e n t 

46 
: 15 

46 
43 
11 

l / C o l l e c t i o n s d u r i n g month a s a p e r c e n t a g e of a c c o u n t s r e c e i v a b l e a t b e g i n -
n i n g of month. • • 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



3 ^ 7 - ; 2 - ' 

- - DEFAETM£iH STOKE CREDIT - DEC2ME2B 1955 
Sa l&s by t y p e 

( P e r c e n t a g e changes) 

T ^ t a l 
( C h a r g e - ! 

s a ! 
a c c o u n t I n s t a l m e n t 

F e d e r a l T ^ t a l s a l e s C&sh s a l e s 
( C h a r g e - ! 

s a ! Las s a l e s 
B o s e r v e , K o v . ' 5 5 i D e c . ' ; 4 i N o v . ' 5 5 j D e c . ' 5 4 N o v . 1 5 5 I D e c . ' 5 4 | K o v . ' p 5 D e c . ' 5 4 
D i s t r i c t . : t o - t o i • t o | . t o t o 1 t o 1 to. t o 

i D e c . ' 5 5 D e c . ' 5 5 D e c . ' 5 5 i D e c . ' 5 5 Dec.. ' 5 5 i D e c . ' 5 5 l D e c . ' 5 5 D e c . ' 5 5 

: 
+ 1 

i 
I +59 1 o +1(4 

1 
1 - 1 | + 5 8 +14 • 

. r_r • + 4 6 j + 1 1 +52 j + 1 +45 ! + 3 + 4 3 1 + 8 
P n i l a a e ^ p h i a : +37 1 + 6 ! + 5 5 . ; + i o +27 + 3 +24 + 1 0 
C j . e v e j . a r c T : +46 i + 8 1 ' + 5 ? ; + 6 + 4 1 + 6 + 3 8 ' + 2 8 
S i c h n x n d : + 5 4 j i +6? . + 5 + 4 6 ' + 5 +39 

• + 1 ? 
. - A t l a n t a f + 6 3 | + 5 + 7 7 1 + 5 : + 4 0 . + 1 + 8 0 +14. -

C h i c a g o i + 5 0 | + 6 + 5 & ! + 5 . ' + 4 5 + 2 0 + 2 5 + 2 0 
S t . L o u i s ; + 4 ? J + 9 + 5 3 + 9 + 4 4 + e 1 I + 3 2 + 2 0 

. M i n n e a p o l i s + 5 4 | - i . + 6 5 i - 3 + 5 0 + 3 1 + 30 j - 4 

' M a n i a s C i t y 1 + 5 9 1 + 3 + 6 7 ! + 3 + 5 5 + 4 j + 3 0 ; - 4 

. D a l l a s - + 6 1 ; + 5 + 7 O I + 4 ' + 5 7 + 3 + 4 0 + 1 7 

S a n F r a n c i s c o + 6 1 ; + 2 • +68 j + 1 . + 5 5 . 0 • + 5 5 + 1 3 

u . S . T o t a l +49 | + 5 ' ! 

i 
+57 + 4 +45 + 4 " j 

a ' 

+ 3 7 
! 

+ 1 5 

A c c o u n t s r e c e i v a b l e , end' o f month 
( P e r c e n t a g e changes) 

' t O | t O : t O . j t O . 
^ Dec. ' 55 Dec . ' 5 5 : D e c . ' 55^Dec . ' 55 

B o s t o n ; +37 i + 3 j + 1 4 1 + 1 4 
Kev Y o r k , + 3 6 ; + 1 2 l + 1 5 ; + 1 6 
P h i l a d e l p h i a : + 2 9 | + 1 0 ! + H j + 2 7 
C l e v e l a n d , + 3 3 i + 5 i + 1 3 i + 2 8 
P i c h n o n d , + 3 2 : + 7 1 + 1 3 1 + 2 1 
A t l a n t a , + 2 7 •: ! + ^ ! + 1 2 . 1 + 1 9 
C h i c a g o , + 3 0 i . 0 j i +10 | 1 + 1 3 
S t . L o u i s ; + 2 7 i + 8 1 + 7 , - + 2 4 
M i n n e a p o l i s I + 3 2 1 + 9 i + 1 2 j + 1 6 
K a n s a s C i t y i + 3 4 , . + B j + 8 , + 4 
D a l l a s : + 3 5 , + ^ | + 7 I +15 
S a n F r a n c i s c o i ^ 5 • + 8 ; + 1 5 - i + 1 4 

? . . S . T o t a l +33 + 9 ! + 1 2 ; + 2 0 
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