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DEPART! 3NT STORE CREDIT - NOVEI3ER 1955 ' 

x 

January 6 , 1956 . 

Ins ta lment accounts outs tanding a t department s to re s i n -
creased 5 per cent during November, and a t the end of the month were 19 
per cent above a year e a r l i e r . The ins ta lment c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o , • ' ' 
es t imated a t 1 5 per cen t , was the same as October and 2 po in t s 
above November a year ago. 

Charge accounts rose seasona l ly during November, i n -
creas ing 10 per cent over the preceding month end. Compared with 
a year ago, charge accounts were up 8 per cen t . November c o l l e c -
t i o n s on charge accounts amounted t o an est imated h7 per cent of 
f i r s t - o f - u o n t h ba lances , the same as the. -preceding month and 1 
point below a year ago. 

Sa les of a l l types increased ' f u r t h e r from October t o 
November, and continued above a year ago. . Compared with November -
of l a s t year , cash s a l e s were up U per cen t , charge-account s a l e s 
5 per cent , and ins ta lment s a l e s 13 per c e n t . 

Changes i n Department Store Sa les and Accounts Receivable 

Percentage change from: 
Item Oct, 1955 Nov. 195U Item t o to 

Nov. 1955 Nov. 1955 

Sa les during month: Total +15 ' + 5 
Cash +16 + U 
Charge ' +16 • + 5 

. Ins ta lment + 7 +13 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end of month: Charge +10 + 8 
Ins ta lment + 5 +19 

Col lec t ion Ra t ios and Percentage D i s t r i b u t i o n of Sales 

Item Nov, 
1955 

Oct. 
1955 

Nov.. 
195U 

Col lec t ion r a t i o s 1 / : Charge accounts 
. Ins ta lment accounts 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n of s a l e Cash 
Charge 
Ins ta lment 

h7 
15 

& 
12 

hi 
15 

kh 
k3 
1 3 . 

U5 
13 

U5 
hk 
11 

• . 1/ Co l lec t ions during month as a percentage of accounts r ece ivab le a t begin-
ning of month. 
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DZPARTZNT STCP5 CREDIT. - M0VE:3FR 1955 
Seles by type 

(Percentage changes). 

Tc ta l Cash 
1Charge-account Ins ta lment 

Federa l Tc ta l Cash i s a l e s s a l e s 
Reserve Oc t . ' 55 llov. 1 Oct . ' 55 Nov.' 5L'Get". ' Nov. ' 511 C a t . ' 5 5 Nov.'5U 
D i s t r i c t to to . t c to to to to to 

ITcv. '55 i :ov. '55 N0V» 1 55 Nov, '55 Nov. '55 Nov. '55 Nov. '55 Nov. '55 

Boston ; -20 - h . - 2 5 - 5. +17 + .1 +10 + 8 
r e r York . j 4-16 0 +16 0 +19 • 0 + 6 + 2 
Phi ladelphia ' ! +29 + 8 . +32 +11 . +2B + 5 +19 +12 

.Cleveland j +16' - 8 . +19 + 3 +16 + 7 + 8 +31 
Richmond +lu + 7 • +16 . . + 3 +15 + 7 + 7 +15 
Atlanta ' : + 5 + 3 + tf + 2 +13 + 8 - 1. . 
C/icaco : -Ml + 7 +10 + 6 +17 + 8 - 3 +13 
S t . I.ouis | + 5 t a +11 • + 8 + 9 + 7 + 1 + 9 
i i nneapo l i s ' ; - 1 + u 0 v . + 1 + 8 -16 + 2 
Kansas Ci ty ., : +10 + 6 ..+13 + la +12- + 9 • -12 - 1 . 
P a l l a s . ; T 5 + 3 • + 3 . + 2 " + 9 - 5. +21 ' 

'San Francisco i -13 + k +18 +• 2 - +12 0 +h5 ' +23 

• U, S. Tota l I +15 + 5' +15 • + L +16 + 5 + 7 +13 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end of month 
(Percentage changes) 

f e d e r a l I Charge . accounts Ins ta lment 

D i s t r i c t 

Oc t . ' 55 
to 

Hoy. '55 

Nov.'5U 
to 

NOV.'55 

Oct . 155 
to 

HOT.'55 

I:OV . ' 5U 
to 

Nov. '55 

Boston +11 + 1 + 4 +12 
I lev: York - +lh +13 + u +l'.i 
Phi ladelphia +15 +10 + 6 +27 
Cleveland' + 9 + 8 +-7 +27 
Richmond +10 + V + 6 . +21 
Atlanta +12 +11 +20 
Chicago + o + 3. + h +15 
S t . Louis + B + 2 +25 
Minneapolis + 6 + 8 - 3 +15 
Kansas City t ' 7 +10 + 1 t 6 
Dal las + 8 + h + 1 +15 
San Francisco + 6 +20 +10 +17 

U. S. Tota l + i : + 8 + 5 +19 • 
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