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Instalment accounts outstanding a t department s t o r e s 
were p r a c t i c a l l y - unchanged 'during Apr i l , but a t the month end 
were 13 per" cent- above a. year e a r l i e r . Col lec t ions during the 
month amounted t o an est imated 15 per" cent of f i r s t - o f - m o n t h 
balances outs tanding , the .same c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o as March and 
1 point higher than a year. ago. 

Charge accounts' outstanding increased U per cent 
during Apr i l , when some.increase i s u sua l . Balances a t the 
month end were 5 per cent above the corresponding date of 
l a s t y e a r . • The Apr i l c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o , est imated a t 'kh per 
cen t , was h poin ts below March and 1 point below a year ago. 

Cash and charge-account s a l e s increased 7 per cent 
and 6 per cen t , r e s p e c t i v e l y , from March' t o A p r i l , while 
ins ta lment sa les decl ined U per cen t . Compared with a year 
ago, ins ta lment s a l e s were up 15 per c e n t . Charge-account 
sal-2s were up 1 per cent , 'while cash sa l e s were 1 per cent 
below Apr i l of l a s t y e a r . 

Changes in Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable 

•Item - -

Percentage change from: 

•Item - - Mar. 1955 
to 

A p r . 1955 

Apr. 1951 
to 

A p r . 1955 . 

Sales during month: Tota l ' • . + 5 + 2 
Cash + 7' - 1 
Charge + 6 + 1 
Ins ta lment -,u +15 

Accounts r ece ivab le , end of month:- Charge + U • + 5 
Insta lment• : 0 +13 

Col lec t ion Rat ios and Percentage D i s t r i b u t i o n of Sales 

. Item Apr i l 
1 9 ^ 

March 
1 9 # 

Apri l" 
19 

v ' 
Col lec t ion r a t i o s l / : Charge accounts hh U8 U5 

Insta lment accounts . 1 5 f ! • lit 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n of s a l e s : Cash U5 hh 1 h6 
Charge Uh •lili hh 
Insta lment l i 12 10 

, 1/ Col lec t ions during month as a percentage of accounts receivable a t begin-
ning of month. ' • 
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DEPART:.3{T STCRE CREDIT - APRIL 1955 
Salep by type 

(Percentage changes) 

I n s t a l m e n t 
s a l e s Fede ra l 

l i s t r i c t 

) t a l s a l e s 
A p r . i : 
' t o 

Ar r .«c 

Cash s a l e g 

Mnr.'55 
t o 

Apr . 1 5; 

Apr.T 51i 
t o 

Apr .*3? 

Charge-account 
s a l e s 

Iar. '55 
t o 

•~pr. '55 

A p r . ' 5U 
t o 

A p r . ' <5 

Mar . '35(Apr . '3U 
t o t o 

A p r . ' 55 'Apr . ' 55 

Boston 
Mev; York 
P h i l s d e l p h i 
Cleveland 

- t l s n t a 

eapo lzs 
Kansas C i t v 

a l i a s 
can i r a n c i s c o 

- 2 
+12 

+ 7 
+ 9 

'+ 7 

+13 
+ L 
- 2 

" • + 1 2 

-+11 
+10 
+10 
+ 6 
+11 
+ 3 
+ 8 
+11 

+ 7 

- . 3 
- 3 
- 3 
+ 1 
• 0 
+ 5 
+ I 
- 2 

+ 8 
+13 
- 2 
+12 
+ 7 

+10 
+10 
+ 2 
+ 7 

2 +16 ! +12 
a • - h + 3 
h - 3 +1U 
6 +13 +32 
0 +13 +13 
5 , - 5 +13 
2 + 8 +19 
2 + 5 +10 
3 - 3 + 2 
3 - 1 3 +13 
5 + 7 +hl 
l +10 +11 

l - h : +15. 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end of month' 
(Percen tage changes) 

_/• Federal 
F.eserve 
D i s t r i c t 

Charge accounts Instalment 
_/• Federal 

F.eserve 
D i s t r i c t 

Mar.' 55 
to 

A p r . ' 55 

Apr. '5U 
to 

Apr..'55 

Mar. '55 
to 

A p r . ' 5 5 

A p r . ' 5 k 
to ' 

Apr.' 55 

Boston + 5 + 2 + 1 +lh 
Hew York + h . + 8 - 1 +10 

'Phi ladelphia • + h + 1 + 5 +27 
Cleveland + 6 - 1 + i +11 
Richmond + 2 + 2 + i + 8 " 
Atlanta + 1 +13 + 2 - +16 
Chicago + li + 8 - 1 +11 
S t . 'touis + h + 7 + h. +21 
Minneapolis • + h •+ 1 . + 1 +35 
Kansas City : + 5 + 5 0 +10 
Dal las + h , + 8 + 1 + 8 
San Francisco . + 3 + 5 - 1 +12 

U, S . Total + h . + 5 0 +13 
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