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DEPARTHMENT STCRE CREDIT - FEBRUARY 1955

Instalment accounts outstandmg at department stores
- declined 3 per cent during February, when some decrease.is
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usual. Balances outstanding at the end of the month were 10 rer
cent above a year earlier, ~Collections during the month

amounted to 1L per cent of f:.rst-of—month balances, the same

as both a month ago and a year ago.

Charge accounts declined seasonally during the month.
Balances outstanding at the end of February were 1L per cent
below the preceding month, but 1 per cent above a year ago.,
The charge-account collection ratio, estimated at L3 per cent,

was 1 point belovr January and the same as a year ago.-

Sales of all types in February were lower than in the

preceding month —- cash sales by.l2 per cent, charge~dccount

sales by 10 per cent, and.iristalment sales by 9 per cent.
Comrared with a year ago cash sales were dovm 3 per cent, while

charge-account sales were unchanged and instalment sales were

up 13 per cent.

Changes in Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable

Percéﬁtage change from:
Tten ~ |TJan. 1355 | Feb, 195k
to | to
Feb, 1955 | Feb. 1955
Sales during month:. Total -11 | 0o
Cash =12 i -3
Charge ~10 - o -
Instalment -9 +13
Accounts receivable, end of month: Charge -1 +1
. Instalment -3 +10
Collection Ratios and Percentage DistfiButioh of Sales
February | January. | February
Item 1955 " | 1955 | 195k
. I
Collection ratios 1/: Charge accounts L3 b b3
Instalment accounts i 1 ; 1
Percentage distribution of sales: Cash L5 L5 -l L6
Charge L3 143 ‘ L3
Instalment 12 12 i 11
Dlgltlzed f Ruons during mon’ch as.a percentage of -accounts rece:.va}ble at begln-—
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DEFPART:ZUT STCIE CREDIT — FERRUARY 1955
Sales by type
(Percentage changes)

Federal Total sales Cash sales ullarg:;izgount Insz:i:::nt
Reserve Jane 'S5 [Febo 15l [Janse ' 55| Febe 15l [Jana. ! 55 |Feb. 15l |Jdana ' 55 | Febae ' 54
Distriet to +o to to- to to to . to .
Fab, 55| Feb, ! 55 |Feb, ! 55 |Feh, 155 |Feb. 155 |Feb. ! 55|Feb. ' 55 |Feb, 55

-. Boston . 177 T+ =15 -3 -17 + 2 -23 +12

New T -8 -3 -3 -k -8 | -k -8 +6

-5 8 -7 -k -5 -1 + 3 +16

-12 +3 -13 -2 ~10 +2 -5 +25

- L +1 - b -1 +3 +1 -19 | +8

-3 + 3 -3 -1 -1 + 5 - & +8

-8 -1 -8 -3 -5 ol -15 +9

-6 0 -10 -2 ~3 -1 -7 +23

-2 -3 -7 -6 o) -3 +11 +3

-13 -2 -12 -6 -7 ol -15 +10

-12 + 2 -12 -2 -12 -1 =1l +31

-1l +3 -1 +1 -11 +2 -2l +19

U. S. Total | -11 o} -2 | -3 ] 5 | =9 | 413

1

Accovnts receivable, end of month
(Percentage changes) -

-
- N Charge accounts Instalment
Federal Jan. 55]Feb. S [Jan. 155 [Feb. 1ol
Reserve ¢ - * c -
District _fo I %o bo | to
Peb,155|Feba! 55 |Febs 155 Feba !S5
* Roston -17 -0 -1 +11
Tew York -1L + 8 -3 | +w
Fhiladelphia ) -1 - L o} +19
Cleveland -17 -3 -3 +5
Richmond -13. +1 -3 +7
e -+ Atlanta - -9 +16 -3 |- 416
Chicago . -13 -0 - L +6
St, Louis 11 +3 - L +10
Idnneapolis -12 -1 + 3 +33
Kansas City 16 | +L -3 +8
Delles =12 +3 -2 +12
San Francisco -17 + 2 -3 +21
U. 3, Total -1k +1 -3 +10
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