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‘Instalment accounts _outstandlng at department stores-

remained steady during April after three months of decrease
from the seasonal high -reached in December. Balances at the
end of the month were 7 per cernt above a year ago. The April
collection ratio on instalment accounts decreased 1 point to-
1l per cent, the same ratio as a year earlier. =

Charge accounts outstanding at the end of=April
vere i per cent above the preceding month and 8 per cent above
a year ago. The charge-account collection ratio, L5 per cent,
was 3 proints below the iiarch ratio and 1 point below April of
last year. ' '

Cash and charge-account sales increased 1h- per cent
and 16 per cent, respectively, from i.arch to April, while

“instalment sales inhcreased -l per cent. Compared vith a year

ago, -cash sales were up li per cent, charge-account sales 9 per
cent, and instalment sales 3 per cent. These favorable com~
parisons with both month-ago and year-ago figures, however,

reflect in part the relatively late date qf Tasters’

Changes in Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable

Fercentare change from:
Ttem Nar. 1954 | Apr. 1953
to
Apr. 1954 | Apr. l95h
cales during month: Total + 1 + 6
- Cash + 1L + b
Charge + 16 + 9
Instalnent + 1 +°3
icceunts receivable, end of months ’Charge + b T+ .8
JInstalment -0 + 7.
Collection Patios and Percentage Distributio_n of Sales
pr Har, ApTa
Ttem 195k 195 1953
Ccilection ratios 1/: Charge accounts L5 L8 T L6
T Instalment accounts 1L 15 1k
" ! .
Percentage distribution of sales: - Cash L6 hé, L7 )
§ : : Charge L L3 L3 .
Instalment 10 11 10

1/ Collections during month as a percentag,e of accounts recelvable at

beginning.-of month.
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IL 1954

e changes)

Instaiment

Charpe—acon
Cash sales “hmgiaizg‘fum snles
sar.1EL|apret53|iar. 1Sh|apr, 153 [lar. 15k [Apr. 153
to to to to to to
inr. 5L Apre 15l | Apr. 15h | Apr . 15k [ Apr. 15L [Apr. 15L
+19 + 7 415 110 +19 + 7
+ 6 + 6 +11 + 9 + 8 + 9
+ 6 + 6 +13 +9 0 + 6
+22 + 2 +22 + 3 + 9 =1k
11 +19 + 9 +21 +13 +18 +11
+10 +17 + 7 +1L +13 | +10 +13
+ 5 +16 + 2 17 +11 + 9 -1
+10 +12 + 6 +16 +15 +11 + 9
+ 7 +19 +5 +18 + 6 + 7 1l
+ 7 +12 +'5 +1bL " 410 -5 0
+ b +10 -1 +10 + 9| -1 -5
+ 6 +1L + 2 +15 + 9 +9 -13
T. 5. Iotal +1) + 6 +1b + L +1€ + 9 + 1 +3
— 4cecounts receivable, ‘end of menth
(Tercentage changes)
Cliarge accounts Instalment
Tar. 5L [4ipr.153|iar, 1Sk [ipr.v53
to to to ’
Lpro 1Sl jipr,1Shiapr. Sk [apr.tEh
+ 6 + b + 1 + 1
i +5 + 8 + b + 7
i + 2 + 6 0 +10
+ 6 + 7 -1 -1
+ b +5 0 + 2
0 + 7 5 + 8
+ 1 -3 -1 + 38
+ 6 + L + 2 + 3
+ 5 + 3 0 +11
v b + 1 -1 +5
s b + 2 -2 + 5
+ 3 + 2 -1 +13
-~ + + 8 6] + 7
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