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DEPARTLENT STCRE CREDIT - JANUARY 195k

Instalment accounts outstanding at department stores.
decreased somewhat during Januéry, as is usual for this time
of year., Balances at the end of the month were 3 per cent less
than at the end of December, but were 11 peér cent above the
level of January a year ago. Collections amounted to:13 per
cent of balances outstanding at the beginning of January, 1
point below the Deczmber collection ratio and the same as a
‘year ago.,

A decline in charge accounts during the month,
largely seasonal in nature; brought month-end balances to a
level 18 per cent below the preceding month end. Compared
with a year ago, however, charge accounts were up 8 per cent.
The January collection ratio, estimated at L5 per cent, was
1 point below December. )

Sales of all types decreased sharply from December
to January -- cash and charge-account sales by 58 per cent
and instalment sales by L9 per cent. All types of sales were
slightly below a year earlier. ’ ' .

C‘nahge; in Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable

= Percentage change from:
; Dec, 1953 Jan. 1953
Ttem . to to
Jan. 195L Jan. 195k
Sales during month: Total : - S - 57 -5
’ Cash B : ~58 -6
Charge . . R ~58 ~3
Instalment = ——_— L -49 ~5
Accounts receivable, end of month: Charge - . -18 +8
. Instalment . =3 +11
Collection Ratios and Percentage Distribution of Sales
e . Jane Dece. Jan.
Tten . | 195k 1953 1953
Collection ratios 1/: Charge accounts L5 L6 L7
) Instalment accounts’ 13 hii 13
Percentage distribution of sales: Cdsh L7 L8 L7
. Charge L2 . L3 L2
Instalment 11 9 i 11

‘ 1/ Collections during month as a percentage .of accounts receivable at

- beginni £ month. Instalment collection ratios for 1953 have been revised and
Digitized ngIE goﬁl mparable ‘with data previously published. : . .
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'Cns‘xv sales Charge~account ’ instalment
TR AEoEe sales sales
"T3Dec 53 Jan, 153 Decy 153 [Jana 153 {Dec, 'h2 1 Jan, 153
to to - to. to - to I to
151 | Gan. '3l Jan. 18 | Jan, '8k | Jan, 18l [Jan. 15) gan, 15k
L -5 -5 -56 o ~12 -8
1 -7 -2 -59 -1. -85 +2
3 2 | -5 | -3 0o | -5 -6
9 -62 -8 ~59 -8 -52 . =16
8 =67 -12 -6l -5 ~51 -9
7 -70 -12 I -58 +1-
L -58 -7 | =57 +1 -LkL -2
2 -6 - L <57 | +3 | -k +1
2 =&c -3 -58 +1 ~33 — +13
5 -&2 -6 -28 -2 -36  -13
g =63 -9 -c8 -6 -37 1 -13
3 ~55 -8 | =59 =8 -5 b~ 3
U, 8. Totsl =57 -3 -58 -6 -58 -3 =Ly -5
- i
éL7 &Ly 647 €Lt 562 562 Lsr . Lé7
Accounts receivable, end of month
(Percentage changes)
— Charge aecounts Tnstalment
D 153 [jan, '53|Dec, '53[Jan. '53
s to to | to
5L Jan, 'EhlJan, 'ShiJen, '5L
=17 0 + It : + 5
=15 - +9 -3 ¢ +9
-29 +7 -5, 13
~22 +2 - b + b
=20 + L -3 1 +3
-10. +6 -13 0+ 9
~25 + 2 -6 D
-1k +h 1 1 48
-2 +5 o | o#6
~20 o -3 ¢ -1
22 0 -3 ] 13
: -16 + 1 -1 1 #6
1
U. 8. Totzl]| -18 +8 23
- Hurher of stores L52 Ls2 3L3 { 3L3
1
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