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DEPARTLEET STORE CREDIT ? JANUARY 195k 

Instalment accounts outstanding at department stores. 
decreased somewhat during January, as is usual for this time 
of year. Balances at the end of the month' were 3 per cent less 
than. at the end of December, .but were 11 per cent above the 
level of January a year ago.. Collections amounted to 13 per 
cent of balances outstanding at the beginning of January, 1 
point below the Decamber collection ratio and the same as a 
year ago. 

A decline in charge accounts during the month, 
largely seasonal in naturebrought month-end balances to -a 
level 18 per cent below the preceding month end. Compared 
with a year ago, however, charge accounts were up 8 per cent. 
The January collection ratio, estimated at U5 per cent, was - . 
1 point below December. • 

Sales of all types decreased sharply from December 
to January — cash and charge-account sales by 58 per cent 
and instalment .sales by h9 per cent. All types of sales were 
slightly below a year earlier. • • 

Changes in Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable 

- r •• • Percentage change from: 

Item 
" Dec. 1953 

to 
Jan. 195U 

Jan. 1953 
to 

Jan. 195U 

Sales during month: Total 
Cash 
Charge 
Instalment • 

-57 
-58 
-58 

; -U9 

- 5 • 
~ 6 
- 3 ' 
- 5 

Accounts receivable, end of month: Charge 
Instalment : : 1 V 

+ 8 
+11 

Collection Ratios and Percentage..Distribution of Sales 

Item -
Jan. 
195k 

Dec. 
1953 1953 

Collection ratios l/: Charge accounts 
Instalment accounts ; 

U5 
13 

U? 
13 

Percentage distribution of sales: Cash 
. . Charge 

Instalment 

. i 7 
1*2 • 
11 

U3 
• 9 ~ 

U7 
h2 
11 

1/ Collections during month as a percentage .of accounts receivable at 
beginning of month. Instalment collection ratios for 1953 have been revised and 
are not comparable"with data previously published. Digitized for FRASER 
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DEPART: S::T STCE CR&SIT - JÂ IUÂ IY 1953' 
Sales by type 

(percentage changes) 

Total sales .Cash sales 
Charge-account' Instalment 

' Feder al • Total sales .Cash sales sales sales 
Reserve Dec. ' 3 3 Jan. ' 3 3 Dec.-'53 Jan.'33 D e c . ' 5 3 J a n . ' 5 3 Dec. '33 Jan.. '33 

' District to to to to to. to ' to to 
J an. * 5a Jan. '51i Jan. '5h. Jan. '5U Jan.'51.!- J a n . ' 5 L Jan.'54 Jan. '51 

.Boston. - h -5-9 - 5 . - 5 6 0 - 1 2 ' - 8 
Do-.?. York - 5 7 - 1 > 5 7 - 2 - 5 9 - 1 . - 5 5 - + 2 
-h.iladelphia - 5 ? - 3 - 6 2 - 5 - 5 9 0 - 5 o - 6-
Cleveland - 5 9 - 9 " - 6 0 - 8 • - 5 9 - 8 - 5 2 - 1 6 
•Richmond . -61: - 8 - 6 7 - 1 0 -61i - 5 - 5 1 - 9 
Atlanta- - 6 y " - 7 . -70 - 1 2 -71 . - k - 5 3 ; + 1 -
Chicago - 5 6 - h -58 . - 7 • - 5 7 + l -kk - 2 
St. louis 0 - 5 6 - b - 5 7 + 3 . -ho + 1 
Minneapolis - 5 7 0 - 6 0 - 3 - 5 9 + 1 -33 - +13 

Kansas-City - 5 5 - 5 - 6 o - 6 • - 5 3 — 2 - 3 6 -13 
Dallas • - 5 7 ' - 9 - 6 o . - 9 - 5 5 • - 6 -37 : -13 
San Francisco -55 - 3 - 5 9 .- 8 , - 5 9 - 8 • -U5 | - 3 

U, S. Total - 5 7 - 5 - -58 . - 6' -58 - 3 ^ j •- - 5 

Dumber of stores 617 617 617 617 562 562 L67 .- 167 

Accounts receivable, end of month 
(Percentage changes) 

Federal 
Charge ; ?ecounts . Instalment 

Federal Dec. '53 Jan. '53 Dec. '53!Jan. '53 
Reserve to to to ! to-
District Jan„ 1ok Jan. '5h Jan. '5L =Jan. '5L 

'Boston -17 0 + k ' 
i 

i + 5 
Dev.* York -15 ' ' + 9 - 3 j + 9 
Philadelphia -20 + 7 - 5 ; +13 
Cleveland -22 + 2. '- h • + u 
Richmond -20 • + h - 3 + 3 
Atlanta -10. + 6 - -13 + 9 
Chicago -25- -r 2 - 6 +10 
St. louis -ID + u +11 +13 

Minneapolis -26 + 5 0 ' +16 
Kansas City -20 0 - 3 - 1 
Dallas -22 0 . • - 3 +13 

San Francisco -16 + 1 - 1 +16 

U . S . Total -13 . + 8 ' - 3 +11 

Dumber of stores 152 452 313 3L3 
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