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- DEPARTVEJT STCRE CREDIT - OCTOBER 1953. e

Instalment accounts outstanding at department stores
_1ncreased 3 per cent during October, and at the-end of the =7
.. month vere Il 'per cént above a year ago. "Collections on these
accounts. amounted to 16 per cent of balances outstanding at
the first of the month, one point above the percentage for
September.,

Charge accounts outstanding increased 6 per cent during
October, a month during which some increase is customary. Bal-
ances. at the end of the month were 3 per cent above a.year
earlier. The charge account collection ratio for October, esti-
mated at L8 per cent, was 2 points above the preceding month.

Sales of all tynes increased from September to October ~-
cash sales by 13 per cent, charge-account-sales by 11 per cent,
and instalment sales by 19 per cent. Compared with a year ago,
however, all types of sales were slightly lower.

.Changes- in Department Store Sales and Ac;ounts Receivable

Percentage change from: ..
_ Sept. 1953 | Oct. 1952
Ttem to to .
Octoe 1953 Oct. 1953
Sales during month: Total ; +13 -3
) i Cash R A3 - b
Charge” '~ . +11 -2
Instalment R : +19 - L .
Accounts receivable, end of month: Charge +6 + 3
Instalment - : +3 +1h
Collection Ratios and Pei’cenfage Distribution of Salés
. Oct. . Sept. Octs
Tter . 19537 | 1953 1952
Collection ratios 1/: Charge accounts : L8 L6 50
. Instalment accounts . 16 15 18 .
Percentage distribution of sales: Cash . L6 L6 L6
. Charge 1 L3 oy L3
In’stalment R B -10.- f . 711

1/ Collections during month as a percentage of accounts receivable at begmm.ng
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4, Sales by type

- (Percentage changes)

Cash sales Charge-account Instalment
- sales sales
Sept153]0ct. 152 [5ept'53]|0ct, 152 [5epti53]|0cts 152
to to to to to to
Octe?53]Cct.!53[0cts !53] 0cts '53|0ct.'5310ct, 153
+1 -2 + U -3 +16 - L
+19 - L +1) -1 +27 -3
5 +11 -6 +1h - L +12 -6
> + 9 -3 +1C -3 15 -8
é +11 -5 + 8 -3 429 -13
L +14 -3 +13 -6 13 +3
2 +11 -2 +5 -2 + 9 + 1
3 +21 -6 +19 0 +22 -2
2 +10 -8 +29 +1.] +6 |- ¢
2 +1)y -2 +13 o] + 8 11
I 23 -6 +15 -2 17 -12
2 +8 -2 +9 2 +16 0
-3 413 -l +11 - 419 -l
592 592 592 556 556 521 521
iccounts Receivable and Collection Ratios
Zccounts receivable, end of month Collection ratios 1/
(Percentaze changes) =
Charge accounts Instalment Charse accounts Instalment
5 53 L 152 T53]Cct. 52
Ep:o = octs > SepEOS, OCttOS? Oct. [Sept|Oot, |Oct. .| Sopt |Oot.
z31 ] )
et 23] 00t. 153 0ct. €3 oot 1531953 |1953]1952/1953 119531952
- T S o BT B T IS 4 B LR B VI
+3 +h ] +C 5 L L5| 16 15 18
+13 + 3 21 | L ogr L2l Lhs] 16 150 17
o + 2 +6 o) L&l 55 16 17 17
+3 + L +9 L2 | L2y L3 1k | 13| 15
-1 12 +11 270 2 38) 16| 1k| 15
-2 + L 1k c7 cl, 71 19 18] 21
T + 2 2 52 | hs| s1f 17| 18] 12
+ 2 + 38 +8 Y] gL 61 16 16 2o
2 +2 416 52 | Lol sif 15| 1Ly 17
-3 +1 +25 59 LS| L7 11 10 13
+3 + 2. +22 L8 Lo| 52| 18 15, 13
U. 5. Total +6 +3 43 +1h L8 | L6| so| 16| 15/ 18
L79 k7o | o3ok | 3ok | L8 | uB2| LBS| 3ok | 39k! 39k
. [ |

inz month: as a percentage of accounts: receivable at beginning of
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