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• ! • DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - AUGUST-1953 ' " " r 

Ins ta lment .accounts . 'outstanding at 'department" s to re s i n -
creased 2 per cent, during August, a month' i n which sqme- gain i s • - .« 
u s u a l . Balances a t the end o f • the .month were • 21' per cent above' a 
year ago. Col lec t ions during 'Augyst amounted' t o 15 per cent of 

... ins ta lment balances outs tanding a t the beginning of the month, ,• 
approximately the same c o l l e c t i o n : r a t i o ' as in the preceding month. 

Charge accounts outstanding decreased 1 .per cen t ; dur ing 
the month, bu t balances on August 31 were 5 per qent abovQ the 
corresponding date l a s t y e a r . The charge-account c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o 
of U5 per cent was doxm' 1 po in t from J u l y . 

Sales of a l l types increased s ea sona l l y from Ju ly t o 
August. Cash s a l e s were up 7 per cen t , charge-account s a l e s 10 
per cen t , and ins ta lment .sales' 16 per. c e n t . Cred i t s a l e s during 
August were a l s o up s l i g h t l y from a year ago, but a decrease i n 
cash sale's more than o f f s e t these" gains and r e s u l t e d i n a s l i g h t 

' decrease in t o t a l ' s a l e s from a .year ago. • 

Changes i n Department S to re Sa les and Accounts Receivable 

Item :;'" 

Percentage"change from: 

Item :;'" 
Ju ly 1953 

t o 
Aug. 1953 " 

Aug. 1952 . 
t o . 

Aug. 1953 

Sales during month: To ta l ' + 9": ; . : - . 1 •• 
• Cash. .... ' • • • . ' + 7 : - 2 

Charge. +10 • + 2 
' Ins ta lment > 1 6 + 1 . 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end'of month: Charge - 1 + 5 
Ins ta lment + 2 +21 

Co l l ec t ion Rat ios and Percentage D i s t r i b u t i o n of Sales 

Item - . —• 
Aug. 

. 1953 
Ju ly 
1953 

11 

Col lec t ion r a t i o s 1 / : Charge accounts : : i t 5 ; 
k6 U6 

ins ta lment accounts • 15.' ~ 15 17 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n of -sa les : Cash \ hi h7 W -
Charge • h2 1*2 A i • 

. . L : Ins ta lment • ' . - i i r : - ; ; 11 

1/ Col lec t ions"dur ing month as a percentage of accounts r ece ivab le a t beginning 
of month. Digitized for FRASER 
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DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - AUGUST 1953 
Sales by type 

(Percentage changes) 

•. Federa l Tota l Dash s a l e s Charge-account 
s a l e s 

Ins ta lment 
s a l e s 

Ju ly 53 '52 July'53- Aug.'52 Ju ly ' 53 Aug.'52 Ju ly ' 53 Aug.152 
D i s t r i c t t o t o to t o t o to to to 

Aug. 53 Aug. '53 Aug. '53 Aug. '53 Aug. '53 Aug. '53 Aug. '53 Aug. '53 

.Boston. + 7 ' - 1* + 3 - 5 + 8 - h +23 - 5 
I'lev: York . •+ 2 - 1* 0 - 6 + .1* - 3 + 6 - 2 
Phi ladelphia +10 + 8 + 2 + 3 + 8 + 6 +b9 +30 
Cleveland . +18 + 8 +11' + 6 +21 + 9 +31 + 9 
"ichr.ond + 9 - 5 + 7 - 5 +13 + 3' + 3 - 9 

'A t l an ta +17 - 3 +lii - h +23 0 + 9 - 5 
Chicago" +13 0 • T i l 0 +16 - 1 +13 + 1* 
3 V. Louis +22 • +20 . - 3 +21 + 2 +37 - 9 
Minneapolis • +21 - 2 +19 - 7 +18 • + 1 +38 . + 6 
Kmsas Ci ty +18 - 3 +16 - 3 +19 - 2 +21 - 5 • 
Dal las +12 + 3 +11 + 1* +17 + 7 - 3 - 8 
Sv.n Francisco +17 - 2 +18 +15 '+ 1 ^ +19 - 1 

U . S . Tota l + 9 - 1 + 7 - 2 +10 + 2 +16 + 1 

Number of -stores 563 563 i 563 563 528 528 188 188 

Accounts Receivable and Col l ec t ion Rat ios 

Fede ra l . 
Reserve 
D i s t r i c t 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end < 
(Percentage changes) 

of month Col lec t ion r a t i o s 1/ 
Fede ra l . 
Reserve 
D i s t r i c t 

Charge accounts- Ins ta lment Charge accounts Ins ta lment Fede ra l . 
Reserve 
D i s t r i c t Ju ly 

to 
Aug. 

'53 

'53 

Aug. 
' t o 

AUK . 

'52 

'53 

July'53 
t o 

Aug. '53 

Aug. '52 
t o 

Aug . '53 
Aug. 
1953 . 

Ju ly 
195) 

Aug. 
1952 

Aug, 
1953 

Ju ly 
1953 

Aug. 
1952 

Boston - 7 + 1 - 1 +13 1*5 1*1* U5 11* ll* 16 
Nev: York - 6 + 3 - i +12 1*2 h2 hi lit lli 16 
Phi lade lphia 0 +15 + 1 +2l* 36 ho hi ll* 11* • 16 
Cleveland + 2 + 2 + 1* + 6 1*7 h9 hi 16 15 • 16 
Richmond • - 5 0 + 1* +13 39 hi 39 ' 11* 13 15 
Atlanta + l + 3 + 3 +15 • • 3k 36 35 " 13 ' 13 15 
Chicago - i 0 - - 1 +19 52 53 53 • 17 17 22 
S t . Louis-. - 1* 0 0 +15 1*7. h9 hi 18 18 19 
Minneapolis + 3 . + 6 + 3 +13 53 53 55 17 17 21 
Kansas C i ty - 1 0 + 1 +2lr 1*9 h9 h9 15 11* j 17 
Dal las -+ 5 + 5 + 2 +31* 1*5 18 1*5 l l 111 ll* 
San Francisco + 5 + 2 : + 3 +31 1*7 h8 • 1*9 16 •15; 18 

U . S . Total . - i + 5 .+ 2 +21 h i U6 1*6 15 17 

Number of s t o r e s W o W o 393 .390 1*80 h n .479 393 3 9 1 j 389 

1/ Col lec t ions during month as a percentage of accounts r ece ivab le a t beginning of 
month. 
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