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Instalment accounts outstanding at départment stores. showed little
change during larch. Balances outstanding at the end of the month were 1 per
cent above the preceding month end, but were 28 per cent above March a year

earlier,

Collections on instalment accounts during the month amounted to 17

per cent of balances outstanding at the beginning of the month, 2 points
above the February collection ratio, but 3 points below March last year.

Charge accovnts outstanding dsclined slightly in llarch, a month
Compared.with a

during which these accounts usually show little. change,
year ago, charze aecounts outstanding were up 5 per cents

The charge-account

r-ol" ection ratio increased 5 points to L9 per cent m Iarch, 1 point above

a year ago.

Sales of all types increased sharply from_February‘ to larch=-cash

with both a month ago and a year ago.

es by 28 per cent, chargc-account sales by 31 per cént, and instalment
es by 20 per cent, The percentaze distribution of sales indicates that
dlt sales in March increased slightly relative to cash sales in comparl-

Changes in Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable

Percentage change from:

— Feb, 1953 T liar. 1952
Item to to
Mar. 1953 Mar. 1953
Sales during month: Total +27 + :9'
Cash +28- +6
Charge +31 +10
Instalment +20 | +17
accounts receivable, ‘end of month: Charge 2 +5
_Instalment: 1 +28

Collection Ratios and Percentage Distribution of Sales

Jiar. Feb. Mar

t far.

Iten 1953 1953 1952

Collection ratios 1/ Charge accounts L9 Ll L8

- Instalment accounts 17 15 20

. Percentage distribution of sales: Cash - L6 7 48
i } Charge L3 L2 . L2
Instalment 11 11 10

1/ Collections during month a5 & perccntage of accoum:s recelvable at begin-
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Sales by type - .
(Percentage changes) B
Total sales ' | Cash sales Charge-account Tnstalnent
’ sales sales
Fev.'53]Lar.!152 [Feb, '63[1far, 152 [Feb, 153 [liar. 152 [Feb. '3 [I7ar. 152
to <o to to to to to to
lar.'53 L1533 [1ar. 53 er. 163 [lar. 153 Far . 153 |ar, 153 |1ar. 153
+39 +9 +42 +7 | +45¢C +12 +3 + 2
435 +3 +30 +2 435 +9 +23 +11
+3l +0 +36 + 5 +37 + 7 +21 +2
+30 +11 +33 +12 1 +12 +1L Eain
+32 +8 | +33 | .+8 +33 + 8 +1l +13
+32 #1007 431 +9 +35 +11 5 +15
- +25 + ¢ +25 | + L +25 +15 +25 +23
+25 +10 +27 12 +23 +11 +2 4
+13 +19 +23 +12 +9 +20 +5 +1
+22 +12 +2l +8 w261+ 9 +5 +23
+26 +11 +2L o+ 6 +27 - | 411 . +25 +30
+22 +12 410 + 9 +25 +10 +19 +23
) +27 +5 +23 +6 +31 +12 +20 +17
Number of stores 570 | ste | s7o | s70 | 533 | 33 | Lgs | Los
Accounts Receivatle and Collection Ratios g
: : H
3
Accounts receivable, end of menth 11ooti e 1
(Percentage changes) ) Co'l“Ctl,on ratius —l-/ i
Charge zccounts| Inctalment Cnarge accounts Instalment 5
%201:3 aié'gz fegé'sj ‘a;m 2 Mar.|Feb. jlar.|iiar.|Feb. |}ar.
19¢ ar [l ol Qe
ter.1930ar. 153 var 1 93 e, 192 195311953 [1952|1953/1953 1952
-3 +5 2 27 150 j k2 b9 t1s |1k |19
-3 + 7 -1 ko L7 oy L2 f Ly pa7 j ik |18
5 +12 o 422 | b3 4o Lk {16 |1k g
-1 +5 +12 +28 L9 1 Lk L |16 | 15 19
-2 + 3 -1 +23 L2 | ke 39 11h 113 H .
+1 +9 o 1 +22 |38 | 34 € 116 | 1L |17 i
-1 | +5 2 +22 S | ho (53 | 23|18 |2 H
-L oy o2 3 +23 ho {46 | L7 {19 |19 | 22 :
-2 ; +7 -1 +20 | 55 | 5l 53 119 |19 |22 Ty
-Lb +3 ~1-f 432 [50 | L8 1s1i17 |16.] 21 :
-2 ) +9 o+l +55 1Ly | bg fho 113 11 |18
€ Pt 9 -2 +3 | L9 | Lk Lo |17 | 16 19
-2 i +5 +1 +28 Lo | Lk L8 |17 {15 |20 :
3
. . . . - §
lumber of stores 133 ! L83 393 393 |h72 k70 |L73 |38k (379 |37
#-——zrcn 1953 flgures are nrelmlnarj and ShbJPCu to . revision, .

1/ Cellections -during month as a percentage of aCCOLL"‘ta recelvable at begmn:mg of
renth,
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