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DEPART! SliT STORE CREDIT - MARCH 1953 ' 

Ins ta lment accounts outs tanding a t department s to res , showed l i t t l e 
change during March. Balances outs tanding a t the end of the month were 1 per 
cent above the preceding month end, "but were "28 per cent above March1 -a year 
e a r l i e r . Col lec t ions on ins ta lment accounts during the month amounted t o 17 
per cen t ' of balance's outs tanding a t the beginning of t h e month, 2 po in t s 
above the February c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o , but 3 po in t s below March l a s t y e a r . 

Charge accounts outs tanding decl ined s l i g h t l y i n March, a month 
during which these accounts u sua l l y show l i t t l e change, Compared.with a 
year ago, charge accounts outs tanding were up 5 per c e n t . The charge-account 
c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o increased 5 po in t s to ij.9 per cent i n March, 1 po in t above 
a year ago. 

Sales of a l l types increased sharply from February to March—cash 
sa les by 28 per cen t , charge-account s a l e s by 31 per cen t , and ins ta lment 
s a l e s by 20 per c e n t . The percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n of s a l e s i n d i c a t e s t h a t 
c r c d i t s a l e s in March increased s l i g h t l y r e l a t i v e t o cash s a l e s i n compari-. 
son with both a month ago and a year ago. • 

Changes in Department Store Sales and Accounts Receivable 

Percentage change from: 
Feb. 1953 ' Mar. 1952 

Item t o t o 
Mar. 1953 Mar. 1953 

Sales during month: Total +27 + 
Cash +28 + 6 
Charge +31 +10 
Instalment +20 . +17 • 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end of month: Charge - 2 , + 5 
Instalment- . + 1 +28 

Col lec t ion Rat ios and Percentage D i s t r i bu t i on of Sales 

Item •Mar. 
1953 

Feb. 
1953 

Mar. 
1952 

Col lec t ion r a t i o s l / : Charge accounts k9 ' a - - • h8 
Insta lment accounts 17 • 15 20 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n of s a l e s : Cash U6 • hi U8 . 
Charge y : k2 • h2 
•Instalment i i , 11 10 . 

1/ Col lec t ions during month as a percentage of accounts r ece ivab le a t begin-
~~ ning of month. / 
NOTE:—Figures f o r March 1953 are p re l iminary . . 
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DEPARTiZlfT STORE CR5UIT - hiARCH 1953* 

Sales by type . 
(Percentage changes) 

Federa l 
Reserve. 
-Dfstr-ict 

Tota l Cash s a l e s Charge-account 
s a l e s 

Ins ta lment 
s a l e s Federa l 

Reserve. 
-Dfstr-ict 

Feb . '$1 
to 

Mar. '53 

Mar. '52 
to 

Mar. '53 

Feb . 'S3 
t o 

Mar. '53 

Mar.'52 
to 

Mar. '53 

Feb . '53 
t o 

Mar. '53 

Mar. '52 
to 

? lar . '53 

Feb . '53 
t o 

Liar. '53 

Mar.'S2 
to 

l i a r . ' 53 

Boston +39 + 9 +bo + 7 +50 +12 + 3 + 2 
Key;. York +30 + 5 +30 + 2 +35 + 9 +23 +11 
Phi lade lphia +36 + 6 +37 + 7 +21 +23 
Cleveland +31 ' +11 +33 +10 +U1 +12 +lh +lU 
Richmond ' +33 + 8 . +33 . . + 8 +33 + 8 +lh +13 
Atlanta - +33 +11 r +31 + 9 +35 +11 +15 +15 
Chicago + 9 +25 1 + b +25 +15 +25 +23 
S t . Louis. +25 +10 +27 +10 +23 | +11 +2h + 7 
Minneapolis +13 +19 +23 +]2 + 9 +20 + 5 +hi 

Kansas Ci ty +22 +10 +2b + 8 . +26 . + 9 + 5 +23 
Dal las +26 +11 . +2L + 6 +27 - +11 . +25 +30 
San Francisco - +22 + ] . : +19 + 9 +25 +10 +19 +23 

: Total +27 + 9 +20' + 6 +31 +10 +20 +17 

Number of s t o r e s 570 570 . 570 533 533 195 195 

•Accounts Receivable and Col lec t ion Ratios 

Accounts : r ece ivab le , end of month! Col lec t ion r a t i o s 1/ (Percentage change. s;. 
"euera l Charge accounts Ins ta lment ! Char, ge accounts In: s t a l a e n t 

T; 
Reserve 

h D i s t r i c t Feb . ' 53 Mar.'5.2 Feb . '53 l i a r . ' 52 Mar. Feb. Mar. Mar. Feb. Mar. 

Mar. '53 Mar. '53 Mar. '53 Mar.'53- 1953 1953 1952 1953- 1953 1952 

"Bos t o n - 3 + 5 0 
1 

+27 50 h2 • ii9 15 lh 19 
York - 3 + 7 - 1 +iV hi h2. U5' 17 li; 18 

Phi ladelphia • 0 +10 0 +22 h 3 h0 hh 16 lh 19 
Cle veland - 1 + 5 +12 +28 h9 hh as 16 15 19 
Richmond - 2 + 3 - 1 +23 h2 he 39 lh 13 16 
Atlanta + 1 + 9 • 0 +22 -33 3h 36 16 lh 17 
Chicago. + 5 - 2 ' +22 56 h9 53 20 18. . 2h 
s t ; Louis - li + 2 - 3 ' +23 h9 h6 ' hi 19 19 20 
Minneapolis "• - 2 + 7 +20 55 'Sh - 53 19 19. 22 
Kansas City - . h + 3 - 1 • +32 " 50 h8 51. 17 16 , 21 
Dallas - 2 + 9 " + -1 +55 h? h$ h9 13 11 IS 
San Francisco - 6 + 9 - 2 +U3 h9 hh h9 . 17 16 19 

. U. s . Tota l 
" 2 | 

+ 5 + 1 +28 . h9 hh ' h8 17 15 20 

number of s t o r e s U33 i 
1 

183 393 393 h72 170 h!3 379 373 

1/ Co l l ec t ions -during month as a percentage of accounts r ece ivab le a t beginning of 
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