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‘ DEPARTVENT STCRE CREDIT - FEBRUARY 1953
Instalment accounts outstandlng at department stcres were

reauced slightly diuring February. Balances at the month-end vere.
1 per cent below those of the preceding mcnth, but were 23 per cent

* above a year ago. February -collecticns on instalment accounts de- -

‘February a year earlier.

creased moderately from the preceding month, amounting to 15 per.cent
of balancés outstanding at the beginning of the month. This compares
with collection ratios of 17 per cent for the preceding month and 18
per cent for February a year ag’o. .

Charge accounts outsta:tdmg at department stores continued
a decline which was largely seasonal in nature. Balances outstanding
at the end of February were lh per cent below those of the preceding
month-end, but were 2 per cent above February a year ago. Collections
on charge accounts also showéd a seasonal decline during the month.
The ratio of collections to first-of-month receivables decreased to
Ll per cent, 3 points below Jdnuary and 1 point below the ratio of
. K . -
Sales of all types at department storés declined from
January to February--cash sales by 9 per cent, instalment sales by
1 per cent and charge-account sales by 7-per cent. Cash and charge-
account sales were, respectively, L per cent and 2 per cent below a
year ago, but February instalment saleu were 13 per ‘cent above the
corresponding nionth of last year.-
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Department Store .Sales, chounts Receivable, and Coliections

Percent\;ge change from:
Jan. 1953 Feb., 1952
Item < to to
Feb. 1953 | Feb. 1953
Sales during month -
Cash -9 - L
Instalment -1 +13
Charge accounts -7 -2
Accounts receivable, end of month :
Instalment ‘accounts -1 +23
Charge accounts -1 + 2
Collections during month .
Instalment accounts -9 0
-2l + 1

Chargg accounts

Ratio of collections during month to accounts receivable at beginning of month:

- Feb. Jan.  Feb.

1953 1953 1952

Instalment accounts 15. e 18
Charge accounts’ Ly SohT Ls

D'Q'“W@ﬁ{%%%or Februiry 1953 are preliminary and.subject T revisian,
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ENT STORES - FEBRUARY 1953

Cash zand Credit Sales, by Federal Reserve Districts

Indexes:  1947-19L9 average = 100

— Czsh sales Instaluzent sales Char ge~acccunt sales
Feb. i\ Jan. | Feb. Feb. Jan, | Fev. | Feb. | Jan. | Feb.
1953p ! 1953 1992 1953p 19c3 | 1952 | 1953p| 1953 | 1952 -

T

57| e 63 113 120 771 sk n | -6

S 108, 97 |10k | 76 | 85 | 77

ool 3o 107 97 1 | & 83 83

72 | 81, 13 125 2k 116 8o 91 | 83.

I R (A ¢ 106 116 95 .68 83 90

76 8 |r 76 127 126 | 101 82 85 |r 81
P R 5 73 116 2120 | 102 e 87 86
eI 4 70 98 111 99 83 80 81
S S 7 238 200 |23 95 98 - 101
o701 78 71 Ws | 132 | 115 | 89 90 85
I T 75 g 170 |19 | 92 101 | 21
i ! 79 08 RIAR .:'173 118 78 92 79
i -

.5 Tonzll 69 { 7% 72 120 : 121 | s 81 87 83

: ! i
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fZecounts Recelvable and Collections, by Federal Reserve Districts

[accounts cufstanding, ead of month

?: lIncexes: 19L7-1949 average = 1CO _Collectien ratioss
st ’ - Instalment Cnarge-accourt Instalment Char ge-account
“%  |™Feb. [Jan.reo.| rev. |Jan.| reb. Fepb. [Jan.|Feb.| reb. [Jan.|Feb.
! 155301195311952] 1552p11953! 1952| 1953p|1953]1952| 1953p|1953(1952
‘ 222 y225 | 174 115 1.139) 112l 153 | 166| 17l 127 | 159 123
178 1182 I 172] 1ch ! 122 108 152 |- 169) 170 120 | 1u6| 123
! 192 1193 | 156l ke | 1690 1330 125 | 135 13! 133 | 173 133
155 f201 | 17ub 1134 133 114 132 | 170 ‘ligl 120 | 16€] 118
3 209 1217 | 173; - 12 | 1600 16l 152 | 1€l 1Lz 132 | 172) 126
i 238 [2iL |r201) 137 | 15uir 129 186 | 205 176 127 | 159 122
| 2w 226 1 1831 123 ¢ 1L 122) 171 | 199 18] 121 | 179] 122
l 229 1221 ' 189 139, 158 139] 168 | 163 159 - 136 | o5 136
1%2 [ 192 i 166 119 {133 118 133 | 1Le] 135'.‘ 126 11750 127
,! 275 1270 ; 210f 1394 158l 135 171 | 180 176; 130 158 - 129
i 297 {298 ‘ 1970 3L | 158 127 186 | 198 185 1k2 | 174 139
I315 1317 | 226, 12 | 168 127 199! 220 187 1%0| 208 154
22l {226 | 182 126 i w7 1211" 162 179 162 131 | 172 129

p--frelininary. r--Fevised. .
s#—--Collectlons curing month as percentage of accounts receivable at beginning of

" menth. .
NOTE:--These data are tased on reports of about 550 large department stores report-
’ ing sales by type of transaction, about L75 having charge accounts and
© abcut 375 having instaluent accounts. Back figures may be cbtained on
. C _recuest frem the Division of Research and Statisties. -
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