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DEPARTLENT STORE. CRIDIT - DECELBER 1952

.- Department stores reported an expansion'of 10 per cent
in mstalmern, accounts receivable in December as compared with 8
per cent in the same month last year. The amount of instalment
accounts outstandl'ng at the end of the year was 18 per .cent above

the end of 1951. Although collections on these accounts” increased
S per cent du‘mg the month the collection ratio was unchanged at
17 per cent.

Charge accounts outstanding at the end of December viere
up 33 per cent from the preceding month-end, and continued above
the year-ago level. The increase fram a month ago was largely
seasonal in nature.- The ratio of charge-account collecticns to
balances outstanding on the first of the month was again L8 per
cent, but was 3 points higher than in December 1951.

Each type of tramsaction increased substantially dur--
ing December, with the most marked:gain in cash sales. The latter
was up 63 per cent and accounted for nearly one-half of total sales.

_ Instalment sales showed a monthly gain-of 34 per cent and charge-
) account sales; 57 per cent. Gains Irom a year ago were moderate
for all types of sale. :

Department Storc Sales, Accounts Receivable, and Collections

Percentage change from:
Nov. 1952 | Dec. 1951

Item e to to 7.

: » Dec. 1952 | Dec. 1952
Sales during month

Cash . . : .+63 + 6

Instalnent E : +3L ) +1h

Charge accounts . +57 + 8
Accecunts receivable, end of month ) :

Instalment accounts _ oo +10 +18

Charge accounts ) +33 ) + b4

Collections during month i
Instalment accounts + 5 + 1
Charge accounts Ny ' : 9 | 410

.

Ratio of collections during month to accounts receivable at beginning of months

T Déc . Nov. Deca
1952 1952 1951

Instalment accounts 4 17 17 19
Charge accounts L8 L8 L5

fERASCD )
Dlgltlzed ﬁ?ﬁ T == Flhes for December 1952 are preliminary and subject to revision.
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DECZLETR 1§52

nd Credit Sales, by Federal Heserve Districts

Trdexes:  19L7-1959 average = 100

Instalument szales Charge-uccount sales

Dec. TWov. | Dec. | Lec. | iiov. | Dec.

19%2p | 1952 11951 | 19%2p| 1952 | 1951

16 58 173 193 150 187 | 153 98 178

160 102 161 250 - 173 230 | 194 | 119 18l

150 | 118} 173 .| 199 15, | 180 | 201 U5 | 1682
186§ 115 189 223 175 | 200 | 207 132 183
198 121 165 230 182 195 | 201 125 | 185

193 113 178 241 178 | 211 ;203 12l | rl83

173 107 160 216 168 | 195 | 206 131 | 18

147 106 15k 20k 17| 185 1163 125 | 166

171 103 60 | 32% 256 | 250 | 209 125 | 187
J15% 108 175 22l 175 | 189 1206 1L | 131

191 104 175 236 - 18 18l | 212 1 126 | 190

177 105 167 327 211 i 251 {207 | 125 | 19k

UL oS, | 176 1 108 167 b 23k 17k ir?Oé 200 | 127 185

- H i ! i

neceivable and Collecticns, by Federal Heserve Districhs

g, end of month

average = 100
Charge-account Instalment Cha
Dec. [Mov.| Dec.] Dec. [liov.{Dec.| Dec., |lov
1952p]1972 | 1951| 1952p|1552|1951! 1952p 195211951

Ccllecticn ratios:

~account

169 1127 167 15 | 17| 18] L6 | Lb.| L3
153 {120 161 15 61 16 L3 L L2
212 161 199 15 | 17 16] 38 | kbl 36
170 | 126 | 169 W6 1167270 LS 1-L9t Lh
208 | 158 190 . 1L | 1| 16| LL | L2| 37°
183 | 143 |rlé9 | 16 1L | rl7 39 361 r37
186 11371 161 20 | 20] 24| 3 Sk 52
181 ke | 176 19 | 20| 22 53 51| L7
178 | 130 16% 19 | 19| 21| 56, 3] 51
153 | 1LL | 192 17 16, 21 <2 L9 | L8
1681147 | 1851 13 1 12| 18| L9 | L6| 46
203 |Lh| 181 18 | 17f 21l 51 | LB 47

w3 Ja38 | arr| a7 | ar) 9] ue | i8] s

r--fevised :
ons during month as percentage of accounts receivable at beginning of

based on reports of about 550 large department stores revort—
e of transaction, about 475 having charge accounts and
instalment accounts. REack figures may be obtained on

he Division of Research and Statistics.
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