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DEPART1IENT STORE -CREDIT - DEGEi.iBER 19^2 

- Depar tment s t o r e s r e p o r t e d an e x p a n s i o n ' o f 10 pe r cen t 
i n i n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s r e c e i v a b l e in December a s compared w i t h 8 
pe r cen t i n the same month l a s t y e a r . The amount of i n s t a l m e n t 
a c c o u n t s o u t s t a n d i n g a t t h e end of t h e y e a r was 18 pe r c e n t above' 
t h e end of 1951* Although c o l l e c t i o n s on t h e s e accounts" i n c r e a s e d • 
5 p e r c e n t d u r i n g t he -mon th , t h e c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o was unchanged a t 
17 per c e n t . 

Charge a c c o u n t s o u t s t a n d i n g a t t h e end of December were 
up 33 pe r cen t f rom t h e p r e c e d i n g month-end , and c o n t i n u e d above 
t h e y e a r - a go l e v e l . The i n c r e a s e f rcm a month ago* was l a r g e l y 
s e a s o n a l i n n a t u r e . • The r a t i o of c h a r g e - a c c o u n t c o l l e c t i o n s t o 
b a l a n c e s o u t s t a n d i n g on t h e f i r s t of t h e month v/as aga in Ij.8 p e r 
c e n t , b u t was 3 p o i n t s h i g h e r t h a n i n December 1951* 

Each type of t r a n s a c t i o n , i n c r e a s e d s u b s t a n t i a l l y d u r - -
ing December, w i t h t h e most marked g a i n i n cash s a l e s . The l a t t e r 
was up 63 pe r cen t and accoun ted f o r n e a r l y o n e - h a l f of t o t a l s a l e s . 
I n s t a l m e n t s a l e s shewed a monthly ga in -o f 3k pe r cen t and c h a r g e - . 
accoun t s a l e s , 57 per cent ' . Gains f rom a yea r ago v;ere modera te 
f o r a l l t y p e s of s a l e . 

•Department S t o r e S a l e s , Accounts R e c e i v a b l e , and C o l l e c t i o n s 

P e r c e n t a g e change f rom: 

I t em 
Nov. 1952 Dec. 1951 

I t em t o t o 
Dec. 1952 Dec. 1952 

S a l e s d u r i n g month 
Cash .+63 + 6 
I n s t a l m e n t +3V +1 it - ' 
Charge a c c o u n t s +57 + 8 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end of month 
I n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s - + 10 +18 
Charge a c c o u n t s .+33 ; - < 4 -

C o l l e c t i o n s d u r i n g month 
I n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s t 5 + T . 
Charge a c c o u n t s % • + 9 : - y +10 

R a t i o of c o l l e c t i o n s d u r i n g month t o a c c o u n t s r e c e i v a b l e a t b e g i n n i n g "of month; 

Dec.. Nov. Dec* 
1952 1952 1951 

I n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s 17 I ? 19' 
Charge, a c c o u n t s 18 • hb '•k$ 

NOTE:—Figures f o r December 1952 a r e p r e l i m i n a r y and s u b j e c t t o r e v i s i o n . Digitized for FRASER 
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— - ' Cash and C r e d i t S a l e s , by F e d e r a l Reserve D i s t r i c t s 

I n d e x e s : 19u7-1949 ave rage = 100 
Cash s a l e I n s t a l m e n t s a l e s Charge -accoun t s a l e s 

Dec. i iiOY. IJteC . Dec. Nov. Dec. Nov. Dec. __2ur.LCt 
1952P 1952 1951 - 1952p 1952 1951 1952p 1952 1951 

Boston 169 98 173 193 150 187 153 98 178 
160 102 161 2 # 173 230 194 ' 119 184 

- j._- : i a I 190 118 179 . 199 154 160 201 145 182 
C i i - v v ^ : u 1 1 % 115 169 223 175 200 207 132 183 

e r a ! - 198 121 165 230 182 195 201 125 . 185 
-"U/anta ; 193 113 178 241 178 211 203 124 r l 8 3 

173 107 . 1 6 0 216 168 195 206 131 186 
5 . . 167 106 154 201 147. . 185 183 125 166 

-Oc] J.s 171 103 • 160 . 325 256 250 209 125 187 
^ s s . 155 108 175 22b 175 185 206 134 191 

D a l l a s 191 106 175 . 236 - 186 184 212 126 190 
San Francicc .o 177 105 167 327 211 251 207 - 125 194 

I . S . T o t a l 176 108 167 234 174 r206 200 127 185 

Accounts R e c e i v a b l e and C o l l e c t i o n s , by F e d e r a l Rese rve D i s t r i c t s 

Reserve -
D i s t r i c t 

c c o u n t s o u t s t a n d i n g , end of month 
' I n d e x e s : 1947-1949 ave rage = 100 C o l l e c t i o n ra t ios - : ; 

Reserve -
D i s t r i c t 

f Ins ta lment" Char, ce-ac . =ount I n s t a lmen t Char, - a c c o u n t Reserve -
D i s t r i c t Dec. 

1952p 
li.'cv. 
1952 

Dec." 
1951 

Dec. 
1952p 

Nov. 
1 9 # 

Dec. 
1951 

• Dec. 
1952p 

Nov. 
1952 

iDec. 
1951 

Dec. 
1952p 

Nov. 
1952 

Dec. 
1951 

225 200 196 169 127 167 15 17 18 46 44. 43 
2 0 o _ ^195 191 153 120. 161 J 15 l o 16 43 44 42 

i a 171 171 212 161 199 V .17 16 38 44 36 
207 189 187 170 12 o . 169 16 - 1 6 . 17 49 • 49 44 
222 200 183 208 158 190 . 14 14" 16 41 42 37 ' 
257 240 r219 183 143 r l 6 9 16 14 r l 7 39 36 r37 

Chicago . 230 208 202 186 137 181 20 20 24 57 54 52 
5 t . Louis "219 210 .193 I 181 14b 176 19 20 22 53 51 47 
hin .Veapoi is 198 184 170 178 13.0 169 19 19 21. 5 6 . 53 51 
Kansas C i t y 268 247 233 : 193 144 192 17 16 21. 52 49 48 
D a l l a s 297 275 215 198 147 185 13 12 18 49 46 ' 46 
San F r a n c i s c o 319 279 234 203 144 181 . 18 17 1 21 . 51 48 47 

- U. S . T o t a l ' .233 211 197 183 138 177 17 17 | 19 48 48 45 

p — P r e l i m i n a r y , r — R e v i s e d 
* • - - c o l l e c t i o n s d u r i n g nicnth as p e r c e n t a g e of a c c o u n t s r e c e i v a b l e a t b e g i n n i n g of 

month. 
NOTE: —These d a t a a r e based on r e p o r t s of about 550 l a r g e depar tment s t o r e s r e p o r t -

i n g s a l e s by t y p e of t r a n s a c t i o n , abou t It75 hav ing cha rge a c c o u n t s and 
about 375 h a v i n g - i n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s . Back f i g u r e s may be o b t a i n e d on 
r e q u e s t f rom t h e D i v i s i o n of Research and S t a t i s t i c s . 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis




